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Vacancy

Health Promotion Officer

(Part-time 21Hr/Wk -£10500 p/a) ‘h”

The Officer will be responsible for Managing IA Health Promotion Project, by THE AFIYA TRUST
planning, developing and implementing a work programme appropriate to the

needs of the Iraqi and wider Arabic communities . IRAQI ASSOCIATION

The post holder must demonstrate:- Free Cancer Awareness Trainin g
* At least 2 year experience of Community work. Rg-ﬂh )-hm gﬁbdm J [ 4 3-5:93 QL&\?
* Knowledge of health, welfare and community care services in the

The Afiya Trust and the Iraqi Association are pleased to

announce free training sessions (in Arabic) on promoting
and raising cancer awareness among Arabic refugee and

asylum seeker community.

UK.
* Good knowledge of health needs of the Iragi community in the UK,
particularly of women.

* 2 years experience of disseminating information in different format The purpose of the course is to disseminate information
* Experience of organising workshops and seminars. and enhance knowledge on cancer specifically tailored to
* A good verbal and written communication skill in English and the needs of the Arabic community. It also aims to
Arabic is essential. empower and build confidence to enable the community

to negotiate and influence the quality and delivery of
cancer services to ensure that it is responsive to their
needs. At the end of the course, CERTIFICATES will be
granted to all trainees who attend the course.

Who should attend: people affected by cancer, their
family members, carers as well as community workers
from both statutory and voluntary sectors.

For further information and application pack please contact Dr. Emad Shiltagh on
IA number: 020 8741 5491

Closing date for application is 5.00 pm Friday 26 May 2006
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March in
Glasgow for the
Right to Work

Around 300 asylum seekers,
refugees, sans-papiers and their
supporters marched across
Glasgow on Saturday 8 April
2006, calling for the Right to
Work and an End to Deportations.
As part of the international day of
action against deportation, they
went from the Home Office
Reporting Centre in Ibrox to a
rally in the Carnival Arts Centre in
town.

Representatives  of  asylum
seeker committees in the Red
Road, Pollokshaws and elsewhere
spoke passionately of the need to
stand together so that their voices
could be heard. “We don’t want
income support, we want to
work.” They thanked the solidarity
shown to them by the Glaswgian
people.

Concerns over
plans to tag
asylum seekers

Asylum seekers who are being
considered for refugee status are
now being tagged by the
government - including some as
soon as they set foot in the UK.
Previously the government has
confined tagging to asylum seekers
who were in detention.

The Home office has extended
the use of tagging for asylum
seekers without making clear why
people need to be monitored in this
way. Tags were first used on failed
asylum seekers when they were
offered as an alternative to being
held in a detention centre. Ministers
changed the rules in November last
year so that asylum seekers did not
need to give their consent to be
tagged. By the end of last year there
were 71 asylum seekers wearing
electronic tags. They also have
monitoring devices in their homes
so the Home Office can track their
movements.

When tagging of asylum seekers
was introduced it was designed to
be for those who had been in
detention and it was done with
consent, but recently, we have seen
the consent rule removed and
tagging used more widely. There
should be published criteria that set
out which asylum seekers are liable
to be tagged and why.

Monitoring is preferable to
detention but we’re concerned that
tagging is associated in the public’s
mind with criminal behaviour and
so it further reinforces the idea, still
sadly very widespread, that asylum
seekers equal to criminals. Asylum
seekers have broken no laws and
should not be treated as if they
have. Tagging should be used only
when it is really necessary.

fool (Hl..o))l.gl Al saaldl
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University students in Basra
fight sectarian violence

University students in Basra are
promoting peace using leaflets, posters and
internet chat rooms to alert the population
to the dangerous consequences of sectarian
violence.

“If people stay in their homes without
doing anything, the result will be civil
war,” said Ali Haydar, an engineering
student in Basra, some 550km south of the
capital.

Since the holy shrine in Samarra was
partially destroyed by a bombing in
February, more than 1,300 people have
been killed in incidents of “sectarian”
violence. The student movement, therefore,
has devoted itself to raising awareness
about the folly of sectarian violence by
distributing leaflets and posters and
through the internet. According to
members, the group, which supports itself
financially, is growing daily.

The idea was originally the brainchild of
a student whose family was killed in the

1

violence, Haydar explained. “We’re more
than 200 students from different colleges
in Basra working with the same aim,”
Haydar said. “To open the hearts of the
population and ease feelings of revolt and
revenge.”

Half of the students involved in the
project spend at least five hours a day in
internet chat rooms discussing sectarian
problems and urging their compatriots to
help avert an escalation of the violence
into civil war.

According to local officials, there is
currently at least one computer for every
seven Iraqis. Under the regime of Saddam
Hussein, they added, one in 20 had access
to a personal computer.

“Many people have changed their minds
while chatting online,” said Rasha Adnan,
a philosophy student and chat-room
moderator. “Some of them have even
opened their own web pages to inform
others on the dangers of sectarian

violence.”

The other half of the group, meanwhile,
is responsible for visiting schools,
universities and other institutes of learning
to talk to students, distribute leaflets and
mount posters encouraging peace and
coexistence.

“After our talks, students would often
ask to join us,” Haydar said. “It’s uplifting
to see our simple work bringing results.”

As a result of the Basra initiative, a
similar student movement has begun in the
capital, albeit at a slower pace due to
insecurity and prevailing curfews. Despite
these obstacles, however, members hope
to eventually expand the scope of their
work throughout the country.

“If each person, in his own way, does
something that can lessen the violence, a
better country will surely emerge in the
end,” said Adel Abdel-Rasoul, a member
of the group and a dentistry student at a
Baghdad university.

CHARITY RUN FOR THE IRAQI CHILDREN IN NEED

ZIAD SHILTAGH is running for the second time the

“British 10k London Run 2006, to raise funds for the Iraqi children in need.

Day: Sunday 2nd July 2006

Time: 935 AM

Starting point: Piccadilly near St. James’s Palace.
Finish: Westminster Bridge.

All donations to:

HSBC Bank
Account No: 11433377
Sort code: 40- 45- 20

For more information please contact Ziad on:

07956 261 391 mobile
01992 713 294 Home

Detention causes
psychological damage to
asylum seekers, say experts
in top medical journal

An article in the British Medical
Journal (04 February) by Dr Mina

Fazel, lecturer in Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry at Oxford
University, points out the

psychological damage that can be
done to asylum seekers who are
detained once they have arrived in
Britain.

Commenting on the fact that
Australia, who has been at the
forefront of detaining refugees, has
abolished its policy of mandatory
detention on the basis that it has
failed, the author expresses
concern over Britain’s policy of
expanding detention centres.
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Stop this Callous Solution

By Jabbar Hasan (Director of Iraqi Association)

I have to say that the fundamental problem with our
treatment of asylum seekers is that the asylum system
was designed to be punitive, a deliberate and cruel
solution that aimed at one of most disadvantaged
groups of people in British society. The system
punishes individual asylum seekers regardless of
whether the applicant is genuine or not.

The reintroduction of the voucher system for failed
asylum seekers is one of the unworkable consequences
of the government’s asylum system in this country.
Those who seek sanctuary at our shores must not be
treated as criminals, and they should not be punished
through the rationing of basic food, drink and everyday
essentials. As a grass root community organisation, we
believe that the reintroduction of the voucher system is
seriously undermining the government’s laudable
objectives of tackling social exclusion and child
poverty. If the government is serious about dealing with
asylum applications, then it must make decisions
efficiently and quickly, and enforce them, including the
removal of failed asylum seekers. But, we must face the
fact that the current solution is inhumane and it is far
from the best approach.

The voucher system was scrapped in October 2001 by
the then Home Secretary, David Blunkett. What is the
logic now behind bringing back this unworkable
system? Vouchers prevent asylum seekers from

shopping around. Their contribution to designated
store’s profit is guaranteed, as the government redeems
the vouchers at face value. Coupled with that, shops are
not allowed to give change. So an asylum seeker who
buys, say, £4.50 worth of goods with a £5 voucher, is
handing the store an extra 50p profit. Thus the
supermarket stores are being subsidised, at the expense
of some of the most vulnerable and poorest people in
our country. Then there is the issue of value for money.
The fact that these vouchers can only be used in shops
signed up to the voucher system means that asylum
seekers cannot shop in shops and markets offering best
value that other people on low incomes use to make
ends meet.

Another serious concern is that vouchers are
undoubtedly having a negative impact on race relations.
Reintroducing vouchers flags out failed asylum seekers
within the community, making them potential targets
for racism and intimidation. When it was introduced
last time, many members of our community were
routinely subjected to horrendous attacks which were
rarely reported in national media: An Iraqi woman
housed in Glasgow was stoned in the street; her son was
seriously beaten and hospitalised in an attack by a gang
of young men. These attacks may not have been a direct
consequence of vouchers, but vouchers undeniably
increase the chance of victimisation.

Equally, it attracts public attention, when an asylum
seeker use vouchers in shops, and so it creates a stirring
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hostility from other shopper. It will fuel racism by their
implication that asylum seekers cannot be trusted with
cash. Adding to that, when it was introduced in 1999, it
began to be exploited by criminals on the black market.

Furthermore, the voucher system is far a more
expensive system to administer than cash system, as the
government ministers admitted five years ago.
Although, as confirmed by the government, the
reintroduction of vouchers is aimed at failed asylum
seekers under section 4 of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 2004, as the Home Office minister, Tom McNulty
said recently.

From our work with vulnerable members of the
community, vouchers are both dehumanising and
degrading. They shore up racist attitudes and drive
asylum-seeking families into grinding poverty.
Originally, when it was introduced, the impact was
severe on many members of our community, especially
families and elderly people. Lamya, a 32 year old single
parent, She had to clean her newborn baby with
newspaper, her voucher had been delayed and had no
money to buy nappies. In another case, Salman, a
diabetic in his 50s, had no money to buy special food
that he needed, he suffers from arthritis and needed
warm clothing thermal, but couldn’t afford it on
vouchers. Nevertheless, The Iraqi Association, despite
its prudent budget, managed to help and support those
individuals.

Watchdog’s
asylum seeker
concerns

VOUCHERS ARE EXPENSIVE,
DAMAGING AND WRONG

A public watchdog is raising concerns
about detaining asylum seekers who have
served their sentences in a Leics jail.

The Independent Monitoring Board for
Glen Parva Young Offenders Institution
claims some are staying there rather than
being sent to a detention centre. The body
now hopes to raise the issue with the
Prisons Minister Paul Goggins.

The Home Office said the Immigration
Service tried to ensure deportation
coincided with the earliest release date, but
this was mnot always possible. The
Independent Monitoring Board, formerly
the Board of Visitors, deals with the prison
in South Leicestershire which handles
young offenders aged up to 21.

Some are also asylum seekers who have
had their requests to stay in the UK
rejected.

Story from BBC NEWS

The controversial and highly criticised use of vouchers
for asylum seekers has been brought back, four years
after they were condemned by the Government as being
slow, vulnerable to fraud and unfair.

The Government pushed through an amendment to the
Immigration, Asylum and Nationality Bill 2005 in which
they acknowledge the need to provide flexible assistance
to failed asylum seekers on Section 4 support. But this
assistance will now only be given in the form of
vouchers, and not cash.

Vouchers are difficult to administer, stigmatise failed
asylum seekers, damage community relations and are an
entirely inappropriate form of help for people who have
no other financial support.

The original NASS voucher system was repealed in
2002, but in April 2005 the government began using
vouchers to support ‘failed’ asylum seekers before
they return home. Often these cases are complicated
as, for example, there is no safe route home and

therefore this support is necessary for a long time.
However it is only available to people who have
signed a declaration that they will return voluntarily
and co-operate with removal.

In the light of recent headlines regarding concerns over
asylum seekers ‘disappearing’, it seems strange that the
government seems intent on punishing those who follow
the rules.

Cash support rather than vouchers is a more efficient,
more humane and, vitally, cheaper option.

People with failed asylum applications can only
receive support if they sign up for voluntary removal and
follow all the rules. So why does the Government still
feel they have to be stigmatised to get the basics they
need to survive?

Moving to cash will mean that asylum seekers will be
able to spend their money where they like, and they will
not have a limited choice of shops in which they can use
their vouchers.

London.

The ICA is a charity registered organisation,
providing Free, Confidential and Impartial
services to all Iraqi and Arab communities in

The ICA aims to promote the well being of the
Iraqi community, encouraging mutual
understanding, and working towards bridging
gaps between British and Iraqi cultures in order
to ease smooth integration.

The ICA is committed to eliminate

on the following issues:
* Immigration

* Welfare Benefit

* Housing

* Health

* Volunteering

e Children & youths with Special Needs

OISC

discrimination on the basis of Gender, Sexuality,
Ethnic origin, Disability and Social, Religious or
Political affiliations.

* The Elderly
* Disability
* Education

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ICA)

The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and
promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.
The ICA offers advice, guidance and advocacy

* Training
* ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper
* Social & Cultural Activities

How to contact:
* Drop-in

* Appointments
* Telephone

Opening Hours:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.
10:00 am — 5:30 pm

Thursdays — Telephone advice only
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Should
failed
asylum
seekers
survive on
vouchers?

Despite figures that
show a steep decline in
asylum applications and
the economy’s need for
more immigrants to fill
the skills gap, asylum
and immigration has
become a hot topic,

sparking a  cabinet
resignation, hostile
headlines and policy
changes.

The unwelcome re-
introduction of vouchers
continued to be reported.
The Guardian Society
on Wednesday 5 April
2006 - Token response
included comment by
Iraqi Association
Director, Jabbar Hasan,
Maeve Sherlock (chief
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No feﬁorists’ divide
and conquer wishes

“ I remember in my early

devised to

destabilise

executive Refugee
Council), Sir Andrew
Green (chairman

Migration Watch UK),
Tony McNulty (Home
Office minister),
Damien Green
(Conservative
immigration
spokesperson), Alex
Sklan (Medical
Foundation for the Care
of Victims of Torture),

years travelling to Samarra, to
have a look at the famous
Malwiya tower and the Askari
Mosque, pausing outside to
admire the golden dome and
the intricate minarets, it was
shimmering in the sunset and
there seemed to be a million
colours — it was almost
glowing.” Said Jabbar Hasan,
Director of Iraqi Association

negotiations in Baghdad that
could produce a government
in which all of the
communities in Iraq can have
confidence. The Jordanian
terrorist group Zarqawists and
Saddamists have bet
everything to ignite a
sectarian war.

“Unpopular outsiders direct
terrorists and fanatics in Iraq.”

Keith Best (chief
executive, Immigration
Advisory Service).

in London.

attack is

The timing of this outrage
calculated, it is

Said Mr Hasan.

The sadistic campaign of
evil terrorists and fanatics, has

failed to ignite civil conflicts.
We want justice and not
revenging screams, that ultra
extreme groups whipping up
emotions of their followers to
do so. “We should not let
terrorists and suicide
murderers to divide and
conquer Iraq” Said Mr Hasan.

Iraq cannot be built on a
relatively narrower sectarian
or ethnic basis. It has to be
inclusive with a broaden base
that results in a competent and
capable government.

A SCHOOLBOY INJURED IN IRAQ EXHIBITS

Ali Abbas, 15, who started painting with
his foot four months after his arms were
amputated during Iraq’s conflict, displayed
his remarkable work at the Riverside
Gallery in Richmond. Following his
amputation and subsequent care for burns,
Ali travelled to the UK for intensive
prosthetic treatment and a programme of
rehabilitation.

Examples of his art were seen in a
newspaper by the gallery’s curator, Mark
De Novellis, who contacted the Limbless
Association to explore the possibility of an
exhibition.

The free exhibition is on from April 1 to
May 26. The larger room at the gallery will
feature Ali’s work and the smaller will
display work by various other Iraqi artists,
including Ali’s friend Ahmed Farahan, 16.

Ahmed was also severely injured in the

conflict and they both came to England for
treatment and produced their artwork at the
Hall School in Wimbledon.

Some of the work on display will be for
sale, with proceeds going to the Ali Fund,
to help the rehabilitation of Ali and other
children who lost limbs during the Iraq
war. Some of the proceeds will also go
towards helping homeless children in Iraq.
The fund was launched by the Limbless
Association and donations poured in after
Ali’s story made headlines around the
world.

For more information about the
exhibition contact Mr De Novellis on:

020 8831 6000 or email:

m.denovellis@richmond.gov.uk.

Information  about the  Limbless
Association and the ALI Fund can be found
at www.limblessassociation.org.

ARTWORK

Asylum
applications at
‘lowest level for
more than a
decade’

Home Office figures released in March
2006 show that the total number of asylum
applications received during 2005 was
24% less than in 2004. Applications
actually fell to their lowest level since
1994, with the number of removals
increasing for the fourth consecutive
quarter.

A new United Nations report on the
world’s refugees states that although the
number of global refugees has halved since
1992, the international system for dealing
with them has reached a ‘critical juncture’.

Tighter asylum restrictions, growing
intolerance, terrorism fears and the blurring
of the distinction between ‘refugees’,
‘asylum seekers’ and ‘migrants’ have led to
concerns that many governments are
evading their responsibilities.

Organisations in the refugee sector are
concerned that the low level of asylum
applications is a consequence of the
government’s tough and varied measures
aimed at preventing asylum seekers from
ever reaching the UK’s shores and that
people stopped in this way are not
receiving a fair hearing for their case.

The main points of the statistics are:

e The total number of applications
excluding dependants between October and
December 2005 was 6,165, a reduction of
2% from the previous quarter and 27% less
than the same quarter of 2004.

e 25270 asylum applications were
received in 2005, 24% lower than in 2004
(33,960)

» The top nationalities applying, for the
seventh consecutive quarter were Iran,
Eritrea, Afghanistan, Iraq, China and
Somalia reflecting that asylum applications
do indeed come from countries facing
unrest or human rights breaches, rather
than based on economics.

® 5,645 initial decisions were made in
the 4th quarter - 78% were refusals (6%
down on the previous quarter)

* The number of appeals dropped but the
percentage of successful appeals increased
to 22% overall in the 4th quarter, with
much higher figures for successful appeals
as seen previously, for Somalia (43%) and
Eritrea (39%)

* 3,525 asylum applicants were removed
from the UK, 2% up on the previous
quarter and 20% up on the same period in
2004. The five nationalities accounting for
the highest number of removals were Iraq,
Serbia & Montenegro, Turkey, Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

e As at 31 December 2005, a total of
1,450 asylum seekers, 35 of whom are
Iragi were being detained under
Immigration Act Powers, with 30 recorded
as being less than 18 years old.
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