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Poll finds surprising optimists

Iraqis and Afghans are among the
most optimistic people in the world
when it comes to their economic future,
a survey for the BBC suggests.

Italians join people in Zimbabwe and
DR Congo as the most downcast about
their future, according to the poll of
37,500 people in 32 nations.

The poll marks a rare boost for the
World Bank’s officials, who often are
the focus of criticism both from
politicians and anti-poverty
campaigners around the world.

Canadians are bullish not just about
their own finances (64%), but also
about the economic prospects of their
country (63%). They are joined in their
optimism by the people of two

countries devastated by war and civil
conflict, Iraq and Afghanistan.

In Afghanistan, 70% say their own
circumstances are improving, and 57%
believe that the country overall is on
the way up.

In Iraq, 65% believe their personal
life is getting better, and 56% are
upbeat about the country’s economy.

The experts at polling firm
Globescan, who conducted the survey,
venture the guess that war may have
created a “year zero” experience of
collectively starting again.

Other countries feeling good about
themselves are India, Finland, South
Africa, Australia, Senegal and the UK.

Among the six countries with

unhappy majorities, Zimbabweans
stand out as the most miserable lot. An
overwhelming 90% of  those
interviewed say their country’s
economy is getting worse, and 84% are
dubious about their own financial
future.

Perhaps surprisingly, the war-ravaged
Democratic Republic of Congo has
similar numbers of pessimists to
prosperous Italy and South Korea,
where nearly 80% worry about their
nation’s economy and between 53 and
63% believe their own financial future
will be difficult. Indonesians,
meanwhile, still feel the economic
aftermath of the devastating tsunami a
year ago. And while France appears to

sink in gloom, Germans seem to
believe that their economy is turning
the corner.

The BBC World Service poll was
released on the day before the start of
the annual meeting of the World
Economic Forum in Davos, where
issues like poverty and economic
success are high on the agenda.

Top company executives and world
leaders were to discuss how to tackle

economic failure in  developing
countries, and the impact of
globalisation in the industrialised
world.

The poll surveyed 37,572 people in
32 countries between October 2005 and
January 2006.

Double Click

Was the name of an
evening organised
by the Iraqi
Association in
Britain, on 20th
January 2006. Where
a documentary film
named “Sparrows
Dream” was shown

directed and
produced by the
young Iraqi film
director Haiyder
Mousa. The film
managed to praise
the Iraqis as human
beings via a tour of
different scenes of
the daily life in Iraq.
The second part of
the evening was a
talk by another artist
from Iraq “Falah
Ibrahim” on theatre
in Iraq between the
years 1980- till the
fall of Saddam
regime and the
circumstances the
artists are working

in.

Iraqg’s resources

A group of Labour MPs has tabled a Commons
motion which is as follows: That this House notes
the re-broadcast of Between Iraq and a Hard Place
on More4 which gave evidence of the theft of Iraq
resources since the 2003 invasion as one of the
largest in the history of the world; further notes the
key findings of the report Crude Designs:

The Rip-Off of Iraq’s Oil Wealth which states

that at an oil price of $40 per barrel, Iraq stands to
lose between $74 billion and $194 billion over the
lifetime of the proposed contracts, from only the
first 12 oilfields to be developed; further notes that
these  estimates, based on
assumptions, represent between two and seven
times the current Iraqi government budget; and
further notes that under the likely terms of the

conservative

contracts, oil company rates of return from
investing in Iraq would range from 42 per cent. to
162 per cent., far in excess of usual industry
minimum target of around 12 per cent. return on
investment.

Derek Wyatt MP has proposed an amendment
which calls on the Government to advise their Iraqi
counterparts on the efficacy of a windfall tax.
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Home Office searches Iraq
for wrongly forcibly returned Iraqi Kurd

The Home Office is searching for 29 - - -
years old Iraqi Kurd who was flown out Dal Iy Ilfe in Iraq...
of Britain to Iraq in a midnight flight in
November 2005, which has been
strongly criticised by human rights and
refugee groups.

A senior High Court judge was told by
the counsel for the Home Secretary,
Charles Clarke, that it was “a regrettable
mistake” and that they were now seeking
to find the man to bring him back to the
UK.

Counsel for the Home Secretary
admitted there had been a policy breach
because the Iraqi in question had not
been given removal directions in time
for him to consult his lawyers.

Mr Justice Collins asked why it was
necessary to remove people at midnight
in the middle of the weekend. He was
reported in the Independent as saying
“’There has been too much of this
recently. Frankly the court has got a little
fed up with how the Home Office is
putting these removals into practice. It is
not good enough.”

In response to the High Court ruling
that an Iraqi Kurd was wrongfully
returned to Iraq, Tim Finch, Director of
Communications at the Refugee Council
said:

“This case has shown that the way the
Home Office handled the forced
removals to Iraq last month was deeply
flawed. People were rounded up without
warning, detained without information,
and were not able access to legal
representation  to  challenge their

The association organised an evening for the well known Iraqi Journalist and author “Zuhair Al Jazairy “,who was
on a short visit to Britain, on 13th January 06 where he gave a detailed description of the daily life of the ordinary
people in Iraq from a journalist perception. The evening was attended by more than 50 guests and concluded by Al
Jazairy saying that Iraq is not an exception and several states and nations have gone through the experience that is
living now, Lebanon is a living example of years of war, internal conflicts and destruction but managed to re-emerge
again as a new strong state.

removal. Given this situation, we

repeatedly urged the government not to Plan to take babies fl'om
go ahead with the flight, but it ignored

our appeals. Now we have the farcical rEfugees are to be scrapped

situation of officials chasing around to
ﬁnq someone in Iraq V:’ho the Home It was planned that families whose request to live in persuaded to go home by the withdrawal of state money.
Office  admits shouldn’t have been this country are rejected would be stripped of all state The rest are surviving thanks to food from charities and

ref‘noved in the first place.. . support and warned that their children could be taken churches and other help.
More generally, Justice Collins is

right to point out that short notice, late away on the. grounds they.were destltute.. . The Asso.01at101.1 of Directors of Social Se.rV1ces %s now
night removals at the weekend are a But a senior Home Office source admitted it was now privately discussing more humane alternatives with the
recipe for injustice. The Refugee ‘very unlikely’ this clampdown would be extended Home Office. These would include asking asylum-seeker
Council recognises that people who are nationally, following reports that trials had backfired, families to pledge to co-operate with any future threat of
found not to have a need of protection in driving families into hiding and provoking a backlash by deportation as a condition of receiving benefits. Other
the UK should be remf"’ed- But the social workers reluctant to co-operate. options include detaining more families due for
process must be done in a safe and As few as one in five families are thought to have been deportation.
dignified way.”

The ICA is a charity registered organisation, The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and * Training

providing Free, Confidential and Impartial promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy. * ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper

services to all Iraqi and Arab communities in The ICA offers advice, guidance and advocacy * Social & Cultural Activities

London. on the following issues:

! The ICA aims to promote the well being of the * Immigration How to contact:

Iraqi community, encouraging mutual * Welfare Benefit * Drop-in

understanding, and working towards bridging * Housing * Appointments

gaps between British and Iraqi cultures in order * Health * Telephone

to ease smooth integration. * Volunteering

The ICA is committed to eliminate e Children & youths with Special Needs Opening Hours:

k. y discrimination on the basis of Gender, Sexuality, e« The Elderly Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.
Ethnic origin, Disability and Social, Religious or e Disability 10:00 am — 5:30 pm
Political affiliations. * Education Thursdays — Telephone advice only
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The Prospects for Democratic
Consolidation

What do Other Cases Tell Us?

A multidisciplinary seminar in
applied social science and history was
held on Saturday 7 January 2006 at
Kingston University, London, and
organised by Kingston University’s
Helen Bamber Centre, the Labour
Friends of Iraq and the UK Iraqi
Community Association

This conference in London aimed
to marry theory, history, and practice
in the service of contributing to the
consolidation of democracy in Iraq.

It intended to produce practical
conclusions and recommendations
that might help build the capacity for
consolidation in Iraq, including by

enabling the Iraqi diaspora
community to contribute to the
democratisation process.

The conference proposed to do this
not by extending purely academic
debates about the causes of
democratisation ~and  democratic
consolidation but instead as an
exercise in applied social science
theory and history. It is based on the
assumption that valuable
contributions to this post-war goal
can be made by scholars, researchers,
and practitioners regardless of their
original views on the invasion of Iraq.

Of nparticular interest are the
findings of social scientists and

historians who have done research on
cases of democracies emerging from
the destruction and dislocation
associated with repression or war or
both. Emphasis is placed on the

ability to wring practical and
applicable insights from central
debates in the literature on
democratic  consolidation  which
variously emphasizes the causal
importance of cultural characteristics,
strategic choice, economic

performance, institutional design, and
other factors.

A paper will be produced and
published on the Iraqi Association’s
website www.iragiassociation.org

devil?

When a war-weary soldier hands his violin to a stranger in exchange for a book, has he sold his soul to the

The unique perspective of a Western/Middle Eastern company is brought to bear on a story of profound
choices. The Soldier’s Tale, a Russian legend made vivid by Stravinsky and Ramuz during World War 1, is
brought crashing into our lives by The Motion Group.

This world-first collaboration of Iraqi and European actors and musicians weaves together new Arabic and
English texts with Stravinsky’s evocative music and new compositions by the Iraqi composer Ahmed
Mukhtar. It is also performed in both English and Arabic.

The play is adapted by Abdulkareem Kasid and Rebecca Lenkiewicz; director by Andrew Steggall and
assisted by Iraqi Director Haider Dafar.

Cast included: Falah Fayeh, Julian Glover, Martin Marquez, Ciaran McMenamin, Dhiaa Ouda, Alaa
Rasheed and Music composed by Ahmed Mukhtar.

Government
increases financial
package for
voluntary returns

Failed asylum seekers are being
offered a new cash incentive of £2,000
a head to go home voluntarily, the
immigration minister, Tony McNulty,
announced on January 12, 2006.

He said a six-month pilot scheme
got under way with the aim of
boosting the number of failed asylum
seekers who leave the country. The
Home Office hopes the cash offer will
mean that 3,000 go home over the next
six months.

The decision to offer the new cash
incentive follows pressure from MPs
and government auditors who have
estimated that if an extra 1,000 leave
the country voluntarily it could save
nearly £10m in the cost of deporting
them.

This package is worth an additional
£2000 per person on top of the £1000
worth of reintegration assistance
currently available. Individuals who
are eligible under the pilot scheme will
receive £500 as a relocation grant and
the remaining amount will be given in
the context of individually tailored and
agreed reintegration plans. With
regards to Iraq, the same conditions
will apply as for all other nationalities.

IOM confirmed that recipients of the
enhanced package will receive £500 in
cash at the airport as a relocation grant
but any further cash would be phased
over a period of a year. However, the
amount of cash an individual receives
would be decided between individual
returnees and IOM field officers. The
IOM  said that “Under no
circumstances will a cash lump sum be
given.”

It could mean, it will be cheaper,
more humane and more efficient,
enabling people to return home by
giving them financial help to rebuild
their lives rather than enforced
removals that often involve men,
women and children being snatched
without warning, locked in detention
centres and then flown out in
handcuffs.

However, at the moment too many
vulnerable people at the end of the
asylum process are left destitute and
homeless and so are under pressure to
go home when it isn’t safe. It is
important that voluntary return
programmes are voluntary.
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