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Access to Work Scheme
for Refugee Teachers

Refugees into Jobs in partnership with the London Boroughs of
Brent, Ealing, Hammersmith & Fulham, Harrow and Hounslow are
offering overseas qualified refugee teachers who have been living in
the UK, for one year or more and have permission to work, an
exciting new opportunity to train in a London Secondary school.

This new pilot Access to Work Scheme for Refugee Teachers aims to
improve the employability of refugee teachers into British schools by
developing their knowledge of the education system in England and
Wales through practical classroom experience and theory-led taught
sessions.

The Scheme will run full time from October to mid July 2005, where
it is hoped that upon completion trainees will have gained enough
experience and confidence to apply for teaching posts.

For more information and an application form please:

e-mail: Demessew.Shiferawh@brent.gov.uk
Or write to:
Demessew Shiferaw Refugees into Jobs, 3-7 Lincoln Parade,
Preston Road, Wembley, Middlesex HA9 SUA
Telephone: 020 8908 4433
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FIRST CLUB LTD - 74 Baker Street, W1U 6TB
Tel: 020-7224 4884 Fax: 020-7224 1651
E.Mail: firstclub@btopenworld.com
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IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE

Tube: Ravenscourt Park Station / Hammersmith Station

Buses: 266, 27, 190, 267, 290, H91, 72, 220, 9, 295, 11, 10
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241 KING STREET - LONDON W6 9LP - TEL: 020 8741 5491

Annual General Meeting

The Iraqi Community Association
is holding its 17th AGM
on Sunday 26 September 2004
Time: 11.00am 2 5.00pm
Venue:
Queens Hall,
Ealing Town Hall,
New Broadway
London W5 2BY
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Improvements to childhood
immunisation programme

The government announced plans for a new
combined vaccination for babies and children.
A single jab will protect children against
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (whooping cough),
Haemophilus influenzae type B (Hib), and
polio.

The new vaccine replaces the separate vaccines
already administered to babies. The polio
vaccine will be incorporated into the single jab

and will no longer contain a live version of the
polio, removing the theoretical risk of
contracting the disease. The whooping cough
component of the vaccine is also new and
should cause fewer of the minor reactions seen
in children. The new vaccines are also mercury
free, meeting the internationally-agreed aim of
reducing children’s exposure to mercury where
possible.

New European asylum laws dangerous
for refugees, says Refugee Council

The Refugee Council expressed its grave concern
over the minimum standards for refugee
protection agreed by all European Union member
states. A report released by the European Council
on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE) assessing the
progress made towards harmonising asylum
policy across Europe heavily criticises the
agreements, warning that they risk refugees being
returned to face torture or persecution.

Many of the measures agreed have been at the
behest of the UK government, which has been
instrumental in pushing standards as low as
possible. For instance, Section 55, the
controversial piece of UK legislation that denies
asylum seekers support if they do not apply
immediately upon arrival, has been incorporated
into the directive on reception conditions. This

therefore allows all EU member states to
introduce this practice, even though on several
occasions it has been found by UK courts to
breach human rights law.

Other provisions promoted by the UK allow all
EU governments to return asylum seekers to their
countries of origin before their appeal is heard,
potentially to face torture or death. It will also be
possible for states to send asylum seekers to
countries with which they have no meaningful
ties, shifting the responsibility for their protection
on to poorer countries. Across the world,
instability, conflict and human rights abuses are
forcing people to flee their homes. Only a small
proportion find their way to the EU - it is vital
that the EU provides a safe place for, and upholds
the rights of, those that do.
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Asylum seekers win
back their rights to basic

food and shelter

The Home Office’s decided to
reinstate basic levels of support to
asylum seekers, even if they do not

make their asylum claim
immediately. Following a concerted
campaign from refugee and

homelessness groups through the
courts the Government has revised
the way it is to implement Section
55, the controversial policy which
denies basic food and housing to
asylum seekers who did not make
their claim for asylum at ports of
entry, such as Heathrow or Dover.

The decision follows a ruling from
the Court of Appeal last month,

which found that in the case of three
destitute asylum seekers their
human rights had been breached.
The Government has changed its
policy, so that it operates more
humanely, following the court ruling.
There is clear evidence that Section
55 is causing widespread misery
and destitution among people who
have fled persecution in their own
countries and deserve protection
here. It is administratively
cumbersome, which wastes
valuable Home Office time that
could be better spent on making
high quality asylum decisions.

Watchdog tells government
to get asylum decisions right first time

In response to the publication of a National
Audit Office report into asylum decision-
making Maeve Sherlock, Chief Executive of
the Refugee Council said:

“An asylum system that is humane and
efficient is in everybody’s best interests.
This report shows that there is still much to
do to achieve such a system.

“The report highlights makes a number of
recommendations for improving decision
making.  The Refugee  Community

welcomes the idea of having better systems
for reviewing decisions before they are sent
out to people making asylum claims and
improving the training for caseworkers.
Getting asylum decisions right first time
helps everybody. Not only would this speed
up the process and lead to cost savings, it
would make it easier for refugees to settle in
the UK and for the Government to deal
effectively with those who have been fairly
rejected.

Applying for NASS support under Section 55

Following a Court of Appeal judgement on 21 May 2004, the Home Office
revised its procedures for determining eligibility for NASS support under
Section 55 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. The Court
of Appeal ruled that the Home Office was in breach of Article 3 of the

European

Convention on Human Rights, because it denied three asylum seekers
access to basic state support. The effect of this judgement is that NASS
should provide support under Section 55 to all asylum seekers unless it
believes the person concerned has alternative means of support. The new
procedures took effect on 28 June 2004.

Iraqi community Association...

We will be seeking to collect the stories of both
men and women and younger and older members
of the community. A trained fieldworker will record
people talking about their lives and will also collect
visual memorabilia, such as photographs and
letters. A high profile exhibition will be held at the
Museum of London to celebrate the findings of the
two year project. ICA will also use the recordings
to develop a local display or publication. London
Metropolitan University will be providing training
for the project fieldworkers.

The Evelyn Oldfield Unit is leading the project,
which is receiving funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund and the Trust for London. The six
communities participating in the first year along
with ICA include: Kurdish Association, Afghan
Association of London, Indo-American Refugee
and Migrant Organisation, Bosnian Resource
Information Centre Kosovar Support, Tamil Relief
Centre, Council for Assisting Refugee Academics.

Please call ICA on 0208 741 5491 for more information,
or contact Sarah or Jess at the Evelyn Oldfield Unit on
020 7700 0100 ext 414 or 143.

Suzanne Muna

after 11 September 2001.

Iraqi people
Venue:

Launch Event:

Thursday 16 September 2004
3pm — 5pm

From:

11am — 5pm
By Underground or
Blackhorse Road

Add to the exhibition by drawing orfs
writing a message of solidarity to the :%

The Changing Room Gallery Aveling :
Park (adjacent Lloyd Park), Forest
Road, Walthamstow, London E17

British Rail to:

Silence is Betrayal

A UNIQUE exhibition of artworks by §
exploring  war, &
injustice and oppression before and

Friday 17 September to Sunday 26 September

Central,

Walthamstow

Sponsored by Waltham Forest Art Council

in London.

O1SC

The ICA is a charity registered organisation,
providing Free, Confidential and Impartial

services to all Iraqi and Arab communities

The ICA aims to promote the well being of
the Iraqi community, encouraging mutual
understanding, and working towards
bridging gaps between British and Iraqi
cultures in order to ease smooth integration.
The ICA is committed to eliminate
discrimination on the basis of Gender,
Sexuality, Ethnic origin, Disability and
Social, Religious or Political affiliations.

promotes an Equal Opportunity Policy.
The ICA offers advice, guidance and

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ICA)

The ICA adopts and proactively pursues and

advocacy on the following issues:

* Immigration

* Housing
* Health
* Volunteering

* The Elderly
* Disability
* Education

* Welfare Benefit

¢ Children & youths with Special Needs

* Training

¢ ‘Al-Muntada’ Newspaper
¢ Social & Cultural Activities

How to contact:

* Drop-in

* Appointments

* Telephone

Opening Hours:

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays.

10:00 am — 5:30 pm
Thursdays — Telephone advice only
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Iragi community
Association
partners with
the Evelyn
Oldfield Unit to
bring refugee
experiences to
the heart of
London

The Iragi Community Association
will be working with the Evelyn
Oldfield Unit over the next 12
months on a project which aims to
bring refugee experiences to the
attention of the city through the life
stories of individuals.

The project will highlight the
cultural, social and economic
contribution that refugees have
made to London life since 1951, the

date of the United Nations
Convention on the Status of
Refugees. It will record the

experiences of individuals from the
time they first arrived until the
present day.
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IRAQI
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE
241 KING STREET
HAMMERSMITH
LONDON W6 9LP
TEL: 020 8741 5491
FAX: 020 8748 9010

E-mail: iragicommunity @btclick.com
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The post war needs of the community after
a year of toppling of the Iraqi dictator

i .
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community has always rejected the
notion that refugees should require
or expected to abandon their own
culture, so as to become
indistinguishable from members of
the host community. The integration
is a more useful term than
assimilation, suggesting that exiles
maintain their own identity, yet
become part of the host society and
to make positive contribution.

Local integration is one of the
durable solutions available to
members of the Iraqi community in
this country, often this argued
amongst key stakeholders of ICA, as
whether local integration becomes
durable solution only at the point
when a refugee becomes a
naturalized citizen of this country,
while others have different opinions
that often refugees becomes entirely
self-reliant and develops close social
ties with the host society without

UN critical
of Nordic
asylum policy

The united Nation high
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has criticised Norway,
Denmark and Sweden for the way
in which Iraqi asylum seeker are
treated.

The UNHCR claims that the Nordic
countries is putting economic
pressure on Iraqis in order to get
them to return home before it is
safe.

In Norway, all Iragis who have been
denied asylum will receive cuts in
their daily allowance, and this is the
case in denmark and Sweden as
well.

Those who refuse to cooperate with
the authorities about their return,
will lose their allowance altogether,
NRK reports.

This is contrary to the guidelines the
UNCHR has sent to Nordic
governments, says Maans Nyberg,
information chief at UNCHR’s
Nordic Office.

the reason is the difficult security
situation in Iraq, but first and
foremost because the UNCHR hs no
personnel in Iraq at the moment,
says Nyberg.

The UNCHR staff was evacuated a
year ago, after the bombing of the
UN Headquarter in Baghdad.

The post war needs of the
community after a year of toppling
of the Iraqi dictator.

ICA is a leading Iraqi charity in the
United Kingdom, it thrives to assist
and support members of the Iraqi
community to settle and integrate in
this country. This evolves face-to-
face advice in client’s language,
outreach work focusing on health,
community publication that aims at
empowering users with relevant
information, and cultural and
community activities that aims at
engaging socially excluded people
and provide opportunities to Iraqi
artists. Since its inception in 1987,
ICA has been working with and for
Iraqis in this country, every year the
charity deals with more than 10,000
cases.

they have been coming here since
late 1930s and this country has
benefited considerably from this
influx, for example, more than 5000
Iraqi doctors are serving at the NHS,

others are teaching at schools,
colleges and Universities, other have
successfully set up businesses.

The needs and complexity of new
comers exceeds the ICA expectation,
often they suffers from sever poverty
and isolations, coupled with
discrimination and social exclusion.
Throughout history people have
been forced to flee from their homes,
seeking refuge from persecution,
war, and natural disaster. Such
people are generally described as
refugees.

foreign, or apparently a burden on
the state benefit system, or are
suspected of taking jobs for low
wages from citizens of this country.
They make a useful scapegoat for
those who wish to appeal only to
other people’s self-interest or who
promote a narrow nationalism.

However, the decrease in recent
years in the proportion of applicants
granted refugee status or leave to
remain in the UK — at present it is
about 17 per cent, largely reflects the
imposition of much more restrictive
criteria in granting refugee status.

The strain placed on refugee families
and community organisations should
not be underestimated. The user of
ICA does not believe that the

Refugees are not popular. They integration should lead to the
It is estimated that over 250,000 easily arouse  hostility = and assimilation of refugees in this
Iraqis live in the United Kingdom, resentment — because they are country. The international

becoming a naturalized citizen of
this country. In such circumstances,
it would be pedantic to suggest that
such a person had not attained a very
real degree of local integration.

The war in Iraq and subsequent
toppling of the dictator has opened a
new horizon that led to a sense of
joy and uncertainty amongst the
Iraqis here in Britain. But it is vital
to stress that the former Iraqi regime
was the main cause of Iraqis to flee

the country and seek safety
elsewhere, and mainly United
Kingdom.

ICA believes that refugees should
lead an independent life in the
countries which have given them
sanctuary, that they should be
integrated in the economic system of
the countries of asylum and that will
lead them to provide for their own
needs and those of their families.

A year of hard work, serving the community

Ahmed Khudayir — ICA Chairman

The Iragi Community Association makes a
huge difference to the lives of Iraqis across
the UK. The year 2003-04 with its great highs
and lows, made our staff, volunteers and
clients worried and concerned about their
families, friends and relatives.

| am pleased to say that despite the
circumstances and financial constraints, we
have managed to help more than 10,000
cases last year, and our charity is becoming a
haven for hundreds of people. Even as |
reflect with some satisfaction on our impact to
date, greater challenges lie ahead. ICA has a
crucial role to play in meeting those
challenges.

As a client-led charity, we offer help and

support. We assist people of different profile
and age groups. The daily services entails
supporting community members with case
preparations, provide appropriate advice,
ensure that the needs has been dealt with,
and to provide referral as and when required.
The services are free and cover health
matters, immigration cases, training and
employment guidance, assist with ESOL
classes, guide and support with family
reunion problems, ease homelessness,
provide elderly and youth activities, and
organise women and single parents’ support
workshops. In addition to our efforts to help
the community with integration passage and
settlement needs, ICA has been instrumental
in promoting Iragi culture in Britain, and to

familiarize the host society with our colourful
arts.

Our charity’s role in providing quality
information has helped hundreds of
individuals, this includes clients-led seminars
and workshops and distributing a community
newsletter, Al-Muntada, which attracts
quarterly circulation of 15,000 readers. During
the year, ICA has received an average of 10
media enquiries every month, which resulted
in the ICA being mentioned 68 times. We
have appeared over 20 different television
and radio programmes from around the
world. | want to thank all those individuals,
organisations and funders who made it
possible for us to make a real difference to
the lives of thousands of people.

Iraqi Community Association, 241 King St, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP e Tel: 020 8741 5491 < Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 1101109



