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1) Scotland- Scottish Refugee Council : 0131 225 9994
2) NorthEast-North of England Refugee Service

( NERS) & Refugee Council : 0191 222 0250
3) West Midlands- Refugee Council: 0113 244 9404

(unfil further notice)
4) Yorkshire-Refugee Council: 0113 244 9404
5) Eastern Region- Refugee Council: 0207 346 6770
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(until further notice)
6) London- Refugee Council: 0207 346 6770
7) North West, East Midlands, South West South Central

Refugee Action: 0207 654 7700
8) Heathrow, Gatwick, City, Stansted and Luton Airports

Refugee Arrival Progect: 020 759 5740
9) Kent, Newhaven- Migrant Help line: 0130 4203 977
10) Wales- Welsh Refugee Council: 0292 0666 250
11) NASS enquiries / London: 0845 602 & 0208 633 0532
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Vacancy

Millennium And Elderly Volunteers Officer
One Full —time job
To manage two projects
O Millennium Volunteers project (equivalent to 3 days
work). : )

O Elderly People project (equivalent to 2 days work).
Salary up to £17,000
Job reference: 2/2001

Candidates must demonstrate experience of community work
in the voluntary or statutory sector. Good experience in man-
aging volunteers including young volunteers. Good verbal
and written communication skills in English and Arabic.

DfEE (Department for Education And Employment) funds the
Millennium project. The Elderly project is funded by LB of
Hammersmith & Fulham Social Services.

For further information, job description and application
form, please contact:

Iraqi Community Association, Palingswick House, 241 King
Street, London W6 9LP,

Tel: 0208 741 5491, Fax: 0208 748 9010.

Application must be received by the close of business on
Friday 14 December 2001.

ol sasioll 45,00 dd Iy
Vacancy

DIRECTOR

Salary up to £ 25. 000
- Job reference: 1/2001 5

The Iraqi Community Association is in process of build-
ing new management and development strategy, the can-
didate must demonstrate a reasonable experience in man-
agement & development including finance and resources
within the voluntary or statutory organisations.

Good verbal and written communication skills in English
and Arabic.

Association of London Government Fund this Post

For further information, job description and application form, ‘

please contact: .
Iraqi Community Association, Palingswick House, 241 King
Street, London W6 9LP. Tel: 0208 741 5491,

Fax: 0208 748 9010.
Application must be received by the close of business on
Friday 14 December 2001.
Please, indicate job reference you are applying for.
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WWW.iragicommunity.org
Iraqi

Community

Association

Tel: 0208 741 5491
Fax: 0208 748 9010
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The Dublin Convention

Agreed by the governments of the European Union in 1990,
the Dublin Convention aims to ensure that only one EU
member state should consider an individual’s asylum
application. It also tries to establish which member state that
should be in each case. '

Tt confirms the right of member states to return asylum seek-

ers to safe third countries, but it does not say that the first
country that an asylum seeker passes through should neces- i
sarily consider their claim. Although this will often be the |
case, the Convention states that other factors are |
relevant: for example, if the person travels first through |
Germany, but has a close relative in the UK, the UK would :
consider the claim.

To return an asylum seeker under the Dublin Convention, ;
UK immigration has to prove that s/he travelled through
another EU country; it is not enough to see someone
coming out a train or a lorry- there has to be documentary }
proof, such as a ticket. The receiving country also has to !
agree to take the person back and consider the asylum claim; |
this can take time, and if it refuses, the claim is considered in
the UK.

There are significant differences in the criteria member states
use when considering asyMim claims. This raises serious
issues about Dublin Convention removals. For example,

AL-MUNTADA

Income Support and full-time
education

Income Support (is) is a state benefit for people on low
income or with no income at all who, if unemployed, do
not have to have to be available for and actively seeking
work (these people will be able to claim the job-seekers’
Allowance instead).

Asylum seekers who applied for asylums at the port of

' entry but do not have permission to work, can claim IS
at the "urgent cases" rate at the present time, though

the Governmient plans to introduce sweeping changes to

. their basic support system. Other people claiming IS are
! those aged 60 or more, sick and disabled people, carers

. and people with childcare responsibilities (including sin-
. gle parents).

| The following people can study full-time and get IS

Germany does not accept asylum claims based on

persecution from “non-state agents”, i.e. Persecution by .

other civilians. In a case from SriLanka where the claim was i
likely to have been successful in the UK, the asylum seeker
had travelled via Germany and was returned there under the
Dublin Convention. Germany rejected the application and |
returned the man to SriLanka where he faced continued per-

secution

OFFERING PROGRESSION TO A

RANGE OF HE COURSES:
Degrees, Dip HEs®, HNC/HNDs*, NVQs*, NVQs at

Full-time under 19-year old students in relevant

. Education able to claim IS
(i) A claim for IS can be made for student under 19 in full-time "rele-
vant education” by those taking responsibility for them and living in
their household (conversely, the parents of the eighteen year-old or
under on a non-advanced course of less than 12 hours per week are not
entitled to claim because the course is not full-time)
(ii) A person so severely disabled that s/he is unlikely to get
a job in the next 12 months;
(iii) A person with neither parent nor any person acting as parents;
(iv) A person who out of necessity has to live away from parents or any
person acting in their place because s/he is estranged, of in physical or
moral danger, or there is a serious risk to her physical or mental health,
or has left local authority care and cannot go home;
(v) A person living away from parents acting in their place, where they
are unable to support the young person and they are in prison; or unable
to come to Britain because they do not have leave to enter under UK
immigration rules; or are chronically sick or are
Mentally or physically disabled;
(vi) A person who has refugee status and started a 15- hour or more
English languages course during his/her first year in Britain (this lasts
a maximum of 9 months).

And
Full time students, 19-year olds or over able to claim IS

Level 4
GCEAor  6nv BTEC NVQ Access
Levels Advanced {National) Level 3 courses

4/5 GCSEs

GNVQ BTEC NVQ RTS
Gra(::ﬁ A- International (First) Level 2 courses |
el i
“f;GCdSEs GNVQ NVQ Adult .
EEES Foundation Level 1 Foundation

Courses
for Adults

Vocational/ l§ Vocational /
Academic Academic

Work-based

Glossary of Abbreviations

BTEC: the Business & Technician Education Council
(now EDEXCEL) -

Dip HE:Diploma in Higher Education

GCE: General Certificate of Education

GCSE: General Certificate of Secondary Education
GNVQ: General National Vocational Qualification
HNC/HND: Higher National Certificate/Diploma
NVQ: National Vocational Qualification

RTS: Return to Study

I||I|i

(i)Lone parents or lone foster parents;

(ii)Student from abroad temporarily without funds up to 42 days;
(iii)Disabled students

(iv)those on a government training scheme;

(v)Either partner of a couple who are both students and responsible for
a child. This applies to the summer vacation only;

(vi)A pensioner;

(vii)Refugees learning English — see above.

No other full-time students can get IS, but notice that

- Restriction concerning full-time education do not
. apply to the partner of the claimant, so

i @ If the student is not entitled to IS, but has a non-stu-
| dent partner, s/he could be the IS claimant instead, pro-

i vided that normal conditions of eligibility are met.
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43,000 await

asylum verdict

The queue of asylum-seek-
ers awaiting their fate is
twice as long as previously
thought. A manual count of
files ordered by home
Secretary David Blunkett
shows a backlog of 43,130
cases-almost double the fig-
ure of 22,580 announced last
month. The figure will
embarrass ministers, who
had made great play of cut-
ting the queue from a record
peak of 103,000 at the start
of 2000. The hand count
showed that more than 4,000
extra people claimed asylum
in 2000 than previously
thought and that 860 fewer
decisions were made than
had been claimed. The fig-
ures also show 980,315 peo-
ple sought asylum in 2000
and that 109,205 decisions
were made. Mr Blunkett said
he was "absolutely commit-
ted" to reliability of
Government figures. He
added that £9 million would
be spent on five gamma ray
scanners to detect hidden
immigrants at Dover and at

“the Eurotunnel terminal in

France, plus extra CCTV at
Heathrow Airport. There
will also be more immigra-
tion officers at Dover.

"Metro Newspaper”

RBlunkett acts to halt
tide of refugees

A Radical reform of Britain's asy-
lum system was unveiled last night
in a victory for the Daily Express’s
common-sense campaign to end the
chaos.

Just weeks after admitting that the
system'is a shambles, Home secre-
tary David Blunkett announced a
blueprint for change, including
photo-ID cards for asylum seekers,
to crack down on fraud and illegal
working. The number of appeals
that people are allowed will be cut
and the process speeded up.

On top of that, there will be faster
removal from Brifain of people
whose claim have failed, and the
requirement for all asylum seekers
to visit" reporting centres' regular-
ly or risk deportation. Growing
numbers of asylum seekers will be
housed in accommodation centres,
and the discredited voucher and
dispersal systems will be phased
out.

The biggest surprise is the intro-
duction of"' smart" ID cards, which
will carry photographs and finger-
prints.

Nick Hardwick, chief executive of
the Refugee Council, said:''we have
concerns with the proposed card
system.

““We are pleased that asylum seck-
ers will have access to cash but it is
not clear how much that will be.

Iraqi Community Association, 241 King St., Hammersmith, London W6 9LP. Tel: 020 8741 5491 Fax: 020 8748 9010, Charity registration No: 082662
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JCA s Consultative Committee
Meeting

ICA"s Management Committee, called for the first meeting of the Consultative Committee,
on 20w September 2001, meeting was well attended and the following issues were discussed
& debated: ¢

(7 Consultative Committee(C.C.) role and link to M.C.

& Staff.
(7 An overall analytical review of ICA’s role and
activities. $ .

(J Work-shops covering the following:

1. Strategic view of ICA, and its role within the Iraqi

community.

2. ICA’s constitution, updating and amendments.

3. Public relations.

4. Possibilities for permanent ICA"s Headquarter, to meet the growing needs and demands
of the Iragi communityThe meeting conducted a very serious and constructive debates and
discussions, of ICA's present and future role. And emphasised on the importance of extra
ordinary efforts to termination, sustain and develop its performances on all levels. The meet-
ing also elaborated on the issues of threats that ICA is facing both on organisational level and
externally, such as the rapid changes of the British immigration laws & regulation, Which has
direct impact on our community both at present, or its future integration in the new society.
Also the necessity of an ongoing assessment of the community needs to develop projects lead
to meet these needs, especially when the various expertise, skills and the potential is avail-
able and very much apparent within the community.

The meeting came to an end, and resulted with the formation of 4 sub-committees in accor-

dance with the four work shops mentioned previously, having the task of preparing action |
plans; to be discussed in the next meeting of the C.C, scheduled for the beginning of |

November 2001.

Summer Camp year 2001

As part of I.C.A service to
the TIragis and Arab
Community, the children
and Youth section organised
a summer Camp where the
children and Youth age 8-23
spent five days in Syres
Croft in Ewhurst from the
6th to the 10th of August.

For many youngsters this
trip marked their first ven-
ture away from the family
home. This Trip gave them
the chance to experience the
beauty of the English coun-
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tryside the clean air, the
peace and to enjoy the
escaping of the usual signs
of the city life, like pollu-
tion, traffic and tower
blocks.

There were a wide rang of
different activities which
suit every one, these activi-
ties were greatly enjoyed by
all. Many activities encour-
aged team work, communi-
cation and responsibility
amongst the youngsters, for
instance rafts building

The Camp gave our youngsters the opportunity to make new
friends from their community and to exchanges regarding
their school live or live in general.

Wednesday evening the 8th of August were programmed to
have the youngsters families in the camp Al-Muntada had
organised a BQ dinner at the camp. The youngsters were
proudly relaying their experience at the camp to their fami-
lies. It was great opportunity from the parent’s point of view
because Al Muntada and its camp gave them the chance to
meet their friends and to have a beautiful summer evening in
the countryside. :

The trip to the camp gave the youngsters the opportunity to
learn many things in few days, responsibility, make friends
from their own community and from other culture as their
where others gropes in the camp.

Events in the USA-implications
for Refugee Community
Organisations

SA under fi

In response to the recent terrorists attacks in the USA, the
Refugee Council has issued a joint statement with organisa-
tions including Amnesty International, Oxfam and Save the
Children. These organisations express their shock and horror
at the terrorist attacks and their sympathy for the victims.
They also call for restraint in any response to the attacks,
which urge any action to be conducted through the frame-
work of international law. The Refugee Council has issued a
further statement calling on the international community to
ensure the protection of refugees fleeing the possible conflict
in Afghanistan.

gl

The situation has potential implications for the refugee com-
munity. There have been reported incidents of racial harass-
ment of members of the Muslim community, and some peo-
ple have also felt offended at the way the media has por-
trayed refugees and asylum seekers in their coverage of the
recent events.

In the light of the current situation, some Refugee
Community Organisations (RCOs) may need to take extra
precautions to ensure their own security and that of their
clients. The Muslim and Asian communities are particularly
vulnerable at this time. If you are concemed about security
you should contact your local police department who will be
able to give expert advice. You can also contact Community
Development Team for support.

If either your organisation or individual members of your
community do experience racial harassment, we strongly
encourage you to report this to your local police office. The
Refugee council has been speaking to police representatives
and they are taking this issue very seriously.

\

You may also wish to complain about how the media has
portrayed your community, or refugee and asylum seekers in
general. You can contact the press Complaints Commission
on 020 7353 1248, or the Broadcasting Standards
Commission on 020 7233 0544. The media ethics group
Presswise provides support to people who feel they have
been unfairly represented in the media. You can contact them
on 0117 9415 889, or look at their web-site www.press-
wise.org.uk.

Quotation frdm community develol;ment
information September 2001
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