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VACANCIES
Fundraisi‘hg, Health Volunteer Health Promotlon Resources and “
Officer ‘Officer Officer Developmentlofficer
Full-time post Part-time post & FuII-tlmepc;st Full-time post
| ne-year contract

One-year contract One-year contract . One-year contract

Salary £10,000
Job Ref.: 8/2001

Candidates must have
experience in fundraising for
the voluntary and com-
munity sector.

Good verbal & written com-
munication skills in Engllsh
and Arabic.

The Post is funded by

LBG

For further information, job descnptlon and application form please contact:

Salary £12,000
Job Ref.: 7/2001

Candidates must demonstrate
experience of community
work in the voluntary or
statutory sector. Experience
in managing volunteers.
Good verbal & written com-
munication skills in English
and Arabic.

The Post is funded by Con-
sortium on Opportunities for
Volunteering.

Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP.

Tel:

Salary £20,000
Job Ref.: 6/2001

Candidates must demonstrate

| experience of community

work in the voluntary or
statutory sector. Good ex-
perience in developing health.
promotion and community
health resources. Good
verbal & written communica-
tion skills in English and
Arabic.

The Post is funded by

Kensington & Chelsea and -
Westminster Health Authority.

0208 741 5491 - Fax: 0208 748 9010

Salary £21,000
Job Ref.: 5/2001

Candidates must demonstrate
experience of community
work in the voluntary or
statutory sector. Resources
development organizationsl
skills. Good verbal & written
communication skills in
English and Arabic.

The Post is funded by the
Community Fund.

Iragi Community Association,

Applications must be received by the close of business on Friday 6th July 2001.
Please indicate the |ob references you are applylng for.
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Section of Children and Youth
Celebrates Mid Year Break

On 12th April, Iragi children and youth flocked to Mandella
Room in Palingswick House to celebrate the end of 1st
- term of this academic year. The event was an excellent

opportunity to re-
kindle . old " links
amongst the par-
ents ~who - drifted
away because of
work or changes in
life. '
Joy was felt every-
where ~ in the
Room. The Kkids
were busy talking
about their schools
and their plans
for the summer
holiday.

After the welcome
speech by the
Children and
Youth Worker in
| C A, a group of
lragi youths per-
formed a play
based on a story in
Arabic. The kids

enjoyed the show and took active part in
the discussion that followed.
Immediately after the break they rushed
to the dance floor while the music was
playing. An "Adult CrEche" was prepared
for their parents where they chatted and
listen to Iragi music and songs.
After 3 hours of fun and active time, the
children left with their parents loaded
with new telephone numbers of new
friends and with sweet memories of good
time W|th ICA

Green Sprmg Festlval
Comes to Valentine..

ICA was present this year in the Biennial Spring Festival or-
ganised by LB Redbridge at Valentine Park in East London.
Club 50+ was our representatives!! Qur seniors visited the dit-
ferent wings in the exhibition and stalls across the park. The
traditional dishes, cultural activities and dances reflected the
diverse variation in the cultures and ethnicity in the borough.
No festival is without a book sale and stalls!! Even organic
groups were there side by side with environmentalists and
campaigning groups who are concerned with the environment
or safety of the community.

Our delegates visited different parts of the park as well. It was
an opportunity to enjoy the traditional and national dishes of
Irag brought by volunteers and members of the Comrnunity.
Our spot was visited by Mike Gapes MP who appreciated the
food and the activities of our group.

As it was an opportunity for good time, it is as well an op-
portunity to network with other groups for mutual benefits.

ARTISTS IN EXILE

ARTISTS IN EXILE is launched during Refugee Week http://
www artistsinexile.org A different side of the refugee story - cel-
ebrating creative contribution to culture in Britain 25 June 2001 sees
the launch of ARTISTS IN EXILE, a unigue multi-cultural movement of
professional artists, refugees from around the world. They share a
dream - to collaborate across frontiers to establish a new creative
homeland. Many were well-known artists in their countries of origin.
They are from a myriad of artistic disciplines. They highlight the creative
contribution of refugee artists to London’s evolving identity, and dem-
onstrate how they can enrich our lives. The artists come together from
many countries including Bosnia, Lithuania, Syria, Sri Lanka, Iran, Ti-
bet, Ethiopia and Colombia. Each has their own journey of exile, often
forced to flee for their creative expression. Each has trodden a solo
path to practise their art and to make a recognisable contribution to Brit-
ain's culture. Transgressing diversity, they have in ARTISTS IN EXILE
found a common language. A language that will enable them to break
free of the confines in order to express their voices.

- For ARTISTS IN EXILE media enquiries Candida Blaker on Tel: 020
8749 5415; 07712 042104; email: candida @ethel.clara.net

A Tribute to M Al- Saggar

The Iragi Community celebrated the
wealthy intellectual contribution of
the genijus artist and innovative, Mo-
hammed Said Al-Saggar between 25
April and 1st May The program in-

cluded:

1 - An Exhibition of art works by the
Artist on 25 April at Kufa Gallery.

2 - A Poetic night with the Poet fol-
lowed by a film on his life achieve-
on 26 April at Kufa Gal-

ments
lery.

3 - A night of celebration on 27 April
at Conway Hall, Holborn, London.

Mr Al-Saggar expressed his grat-
itude in a letter sent to ICA. He

wrote:
Dear Friends

Thank you for the courtesy extended
to myself during my stay in London
between end of April and early May.
| would like to thank for the kind in-

flected all
genuine love.

itiative and the time and trouble
shown which | see as a tribute to all
patriotic Iraqi intellectuals in Iraq and

in the exile.

As | thank you individually, | thank
My dear friend Mr A Tawfik, the
Chair of ICA, for his intimate and
kind feelings he showed which re-

your sincere and

A Wishing you all the best in your
blessed efforts to help our people.

M S Al-Saggar
Paris, 12/5/2001

A Club for Iraqi Children and Youth

A hard work fruited at
lastt The Section of
Children and Youth in
ICA secured a venue
for its Youth Club.
The opening cer-
emony took place on
Friday, 27 April at
West Acton Com-
munity Centre at-
tended by many lraqi
families, a repre-
sentative of the Com-
munity Centre and
representative of
Youth Community Ser-
vice. ICA welcomed
the children and their
families and thanked
everyone took part in
making this dream
come true, calling

upon everybody to a
joint action in order to
deliver the best ser-
vices possible to our

children.

The representative of
Ealing Youth Com-
munity Services ex-
pressed their pleasure
of offering such ser-
vices to the children
and youth and inviting
them to benefit from

" this opportunity to fur-

ther develop - their
skills and abilities be
them in sport, art or
any other intellectual
field with all the as-
pects of future de-
velopment  between

ICA and LB Ealing.

Saif, an lIragi student
from the Arabic school
in Mitcham thanked
ICA for this op-
portunity and calling
for more extra cur-
riculum activities dur-
ing the summer. Ithar

Hamza, a member of
Somer Football Club.
represented the youth
and called for more
activities that would
capitalise on the en-
ergy of the youth and
their skills and talents.
Following a  short
break, Sarah. and Ish-
tar cited a poem in Ar-
abic titled 'the smart
boy' followed by mu-
sical performance on
the violin by Venus.
Sahira, an Iragi singer,
drove the audience
down 'memory lane,
with her voice and Ira-
gi songs before the
concluding number of
a group of the youth
on traditional Iraqi mu-

sic instrument while
others performing
‘Chobiya’.

I C A PROVIDES
FREE ADVICE AND
ADVOCACY TO IN-
DIVIDUALS OF THE
COMMUNITY.
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On the Way to Annual General Assembly

Work is going round the
clock in ICA for the
preparation to 14th AGM
on Sunday, 1st July at
Hammersmith Town

Hall.

This AGM will be a
milestone for members
of ICA and the Iragi
Community in large to

evaluate the achieve-
ment of this year and to
exchange views, ideas,
and opinion on how to
improve the work of the
Association so as to

meet the changing
needs of the Com-
munity.

It 1s a fact that the needs

DATE:
TIME:

Committee.
Auditors Report.

L

AGENDA of 14TH ANNUAL

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IRAQI
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Sunday, 1/7/2001

12:30 - 6:00 p.m.

VENUE: The Small Hall, Hammersmith Town

Hall, King Street, LONDON, NWé6

| - The Opening and Verifying Quorum.

2 - Approval of new memberships.

3 - Electing the Chairmanship Panel(3 members).

4 - Electing Scrutiny Panel.

5 - Approval of Agenda of the AGM.

6 - The Annual Report of the Management

The Annual Financial Report and the Financial

8 - Amendments to the Constitution.
Motions and Proposals to the AGM.
10 - Electing new Management Committee.
I 1 - Declaration of the Election Results.

Asylum Seekers in Figures...

Asylum Seekers n
Figures...

In a statistical report pro-
duced by the Home Office
the number of application
for asylum in UK started
to show a decline.

- in March 2001, 5,815 ap-
plications have been made,
13% less than that of the
same period last year
(6,680), but 5% more than
February 2001.

- Asylum seekers ap-
plying on-the-Mainland
(inside UK) fell down by
2% compared to Feb-
ruary 2001, but the applica-
tions made  on-Port had
risen by 18% on previous
month.

Here are the figures of ap-
plications made by origin
of applicants:

Country of Origin | No.
Afghanistan 680
Somalia 470
Iraq 425
Sri Lanka 410
Turkey 355
Iran 295
Romania 285
Yugoslavia 210
China 175
Pakistan 175
Zcheck Republic 1758
India 165
Sierra Lione 100
Zimbabwe 145
Other Cotries 1,575

and wants of the Com-
munity have changed
over the last few years
and the profile of the
Community has
changed as well. ICA
recognises the need for
new plans and projects
and new procurement
methods to meet these
ever-changing needs in

a changing environ-
ment.

ICA calls upon all
members and in-

dividuals of the Com-
munity to take a pro-
active role in this AGM
to work together to-
wards a modern associa-
tion that meets the de-
mands of the
Community.

The draft documents for
the AGM are published
in this issue of Al-
Muntada so as many
people as possible can
contribute to the dis-
cussion that will take
place on the day.

Opportunity Knocks

ICA is on its way to the 14th AGM on Sunday, 1/
7/2001 at the Small Hall, Hammersmith Town Hall.
The Management Committee had to call for a
postponement of the AGM to make sure all the
relevant documents are ready for discussion and
approval.

These events are crucial as they are opportunity to
reflect on the past year, to extract the lessons that
will help us in overcoming all the difficulties and
challenges in years to come. We will look into what
we succeeded in, what we failed to achieve and
what we must have done. The Meeting is a golden op-
portunity to exchange views, opinions and ideas on
how to improve ICA to fulfil the needs of the Com-
munity.

The Iragi Community has gone through enormous
change during the past decade; now we have more
youths who are looking forward to a bright future and
an increasing number of our elderly who are looking
for comfort in the next several years.

We need to change

We need to change not only the way we do things, but
also all our projects so that a strategic vision should be
present to make sure we maximise the outcome of our
efforts.

No one is perfect. We should all come to the AGM
with positive spirit and optimism working hand in
hand to achieve our common goals. We have a wealth
of energy, talents and skills envied by many other
communities, and only by working together in a joint

\action we can achieve synergy. J

Aziz Al-Simawi .. Farewell

The prominent Iraqi poet, Aziz Al-Simawi
passed away suddenly on Friday, 8 June
suffering from heart attack.

His sudden departure is a great loss to the
Community as he was an active member in
both the Education and the Cultural Com-
mittees and unforgettable attendee to the
activities organised by ICA and other Iraqgi
organisation despite his 11l health.

His poems were genuine voice of the
agony suffered by millions of Iragis in our ¥

homeland and in the Diaspora.’

"Abu

Mukhlis" will always be present in our
mind, in our activities and his absence will

be felt in all events.

Our condolences and sympathy to his wife

and family
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