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[raqi Cultural Nights in Manchesfer

Poetry, FineArt, Music and Theatre

Monument of Liberty by the late Iraqi Artist
Jawad Saleem

Second Night 3™ December 2000
The Actor’s Studio presents:

Shehrazad

A play written and directed by:
Ronak Shawky

Green Room
54-56 Whitworth Street West
Manchester M1 5SWW

Organised by the
Iraqi Community Association in Manchester
Supported by Manchester City Council and Manchester Refugee Support
Network (MRSN)
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Fundraising Officer
(21 hours per week)

Starting salary
£10,000.00 p.a
Job ref: 4/2001

Canddidates must have experience
in fundaraising for the voluntary
and community sector. Good ver-
bal and written communication
skills in English. this post is fund-
ed by LBG (London Borough
Grant).

For further information, job de-
scription and application form
please contact:

Iragi Community Association)
Palingswick House,241 King St.,
London W6 9LP.

Tel: 0208741 5491

Fax: 020 8748 9010,
Applications must be received
by the close of business of Fri-
day 13 Aprl 2001, (please in-
dicate the job reference you are

@plying for).
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Two Part-time
post vacancies
Millennium
Volunteers
Project Co -ordinator
(21 hours per week)
Starting salarty
£11,500.00 p.a.
Job ref.: 3/2001

Candidates must dem-
onstrate appropriate skills
experience of community
and management work
with volunteers. Good
vernal and written com-
munication skills in
English and Arabic. ol
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Cockpit Theatre

London NW8 8EH

Tel’s: 0410 843 260
0207 5011057
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Laura Hare, London
Policy Office at the LHF on:

0207 843 2218 or
laurah@housing.org
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Battle to Cut Teenage
Pregnancy Rate

Britain is regarded as "Pregnant Teenagaers' Heav-
en”. It has the highest rates in Europe, which is caus-
ing a lot of difficulties to many governments in the
past few decades.The most recent report was about
alcoholism and drugs are rife amongst young Brits.
Here are 2 reports about problems of youths in Brit-
ain.

James Meikle, health correspondent, Wednesday
February 21, 2001, The Guardian :

Parents have to take some blame for British teen-
agers being near the top of international leagues in
binge drinking, intoxication and experimenting with
illegal drugs, researchers said yesterday.

Three in 10 of 15- to 16-year-olds have been drunk
at least 20 times in their lives, one in three have
tried an illicit drug, and one in five claim they were
smoking at least a cigarette a day by the time they

were 13.

The sorry tale of the UK's status for boozing and

drug use was revealed in a study covering 60,000
teenagers in 30 countries.

It also pointed to a possible explanation for the UK's
love affair with alcoholic excess at the weekends.
Nearly one in 10 of British youngsters questioned
claimed their families did not know where they were
on a Saturday night and only half said their parents
always knew where they were on such evenings.
That was worse than many European countries, in-
cluding France, where seven in 10 teenagers said
parents knew their whereabouts.

The publication of the survey results from research
conducted in 1999 coincides with a World Health
Organisation conference in Stockholm designed to
wake Europe up to its
Retailers and publicans were criticised for turning a

drink problems.

blind eye to substantial sales of drink and tobacco to
under-age buyers. Martin Plant, director of the al-
cohol and health research centre, Edinburgh, and co-
ordinator of the UK part of survey, said the high to-
bacco use posed the greatest and most lasting risk to
health."If boys and girls are raised in families where

REFUGEES

Opportunity Knocks..

Bridie Productions is seeking for refugee
women who have acting background for
workshop of new play "The Hunchback of
Bethnal Green" to play leading role of Es-
meralda" .

Workshop dates begin Monday 19th of March
through until Friday 23rd of March between
10.30 - 5.30 and will be held in Oxford House
in White Chapel, London.

Performers will be paid. Experience,
enthusiasm and commitment essential.

Please call Beatrice ASAP on

020 7281 8817 or 0777 977 0468

Refugees and the Arts Initiative
4th Artists’ Exchange Day

Sunday 18th March 2001 - 12.00 - 9.00 pm
The Albany Theatre, Douglas Way, Deptford,

#

Foot-and-Mouth

The country is taken by surprises one after the
other. Before recovering from Selby train dis-
aster it was hit by the foot-and-Mouth disease
affecting the live stock across Britain. This is
what BBC Online reported.

What is Foot-and-Mouth?
‘Foot-and-mouth disease is endemic in many
parts of the world, but it was thought to have
been virtually eradicated in Europe following a
campaign of vaccination and slaughter.
Vets believe the best way of stopping its spread
is to incinerate the carcasses of infected animals
and isolate affected farms. But the highly-
infectious viral disease can even be transmitted
through dust particles in the air and can prove
fatal in pigs, cattle sheep and goats.
Infected animals' hooves and mouths become
blistered causing lameness, increased salivation
and loss of appetite. They rapidly lose weight
and produce less milk.

Major epidemic

The last major epidemic in Britain was in 1967
and ended in the slaughter of 442,000 animals
after more than 2,364 outbreaks were detected.
It cost the country an estimated £150m in

slaughter costs and lost sales in 1967 and 1968.

smoking or drinking or misuses of prescribed

medication or illicit drugs is taking place, they are §
going to think it is normal _ Parents are clearly in-

fluential." He said French parents seemed to com-
municate more with their children. "That suggests to
me French parents may be better at establishing or

ceptable for their teenagers.” His colleague Patrick
Miller said there was a link between alcohol, drug
and tobacco misuse and whether parents knew where

likely to be unemployed than in Europe, were also
more prone to misuse. to be continued..

IN ACTION

London SE8
Calling all:

- poets, painters, musicians, writers, singers, ac-
tors, photographers,film-makers, dancers, crafts
people and all other artists,

- refugee community organisations or individual
refugees using the arts or who would like to get in-
volved,

- artists or organisations working with the arts in
refugee communities.

Come and share skills and experiences, seek in-

formation and advice,and join a vibrant network of ;

refugee arts across the capital.
For more information contact

Robert Oswald, Refugee Council, 3 Bondway,
Vauxhall, London SE8 1SJ

refugeearts @ hotmail.com
Tel: 020 7820 3078

delineating some kind of boundaries for what is ac- j bt

| * Petrol tax cut by 2 pence per litre for unleaded :
| petrol until June and for ultra low sulphur
§ 3p
| * Duty frozen on wine, beer and whisky
their children were. Single parents "mostly strive to § * Landfill tax up to £12 per tonne from £11.

do a very good job" but there were indications that N Duty on road fuels gases will be frozen 2004.

children from lone parent families in the UK, where -« gg;:,cﬁle::::‘la}’d:g;zzgzh:gfgo:\'iall]l :’r;‘:z)ll‘s";
mothers or fathers were generally poorer and more § duced licence fee - applies to engines under 1.5
| litres.

@ * All lone parents on income support required to

2.75% in 2001.
¢ * Net cash debt repayment in 2001 to be £34bn.
¢ * Net borrowing at surplus of £16.4bn for 2000/1.

———
A total of £27m was paid out to farmers in com-
pensation.

Farms had to be scrubbed with disinfectant
twice a day and animals were not allowed on to
the land for at least six months after the slaugh-
ter.

The worst outbreaks were in Wales, Cheshire,
Shropshire.

Human symptoms

One human was diagnosed as having the disease
and one.child was suspected of having it.
Symptoms in humans include a rash - but are not
believed to have long-term health implications.
The most recent outbreak in Britain was in 1981
on the Isle of Wight - 200 cattle ard 369 pigs
were destroyed.

In the EU, the most recent outbreak was in
Greece last year and a recent case wasconfirmed
in France on 14 March.

Budget 2001 At-a-glance

| The main points of Chancellor Gordon Brown's

| 2001 Budget:

| * No real terms duty rise on cigarettes.

{ * Minimum wage to be increased to £4.10 per

from £3.70.
by ¢
indefinitely from Wednesday night. |

have regular interviews from 2002.
* Film industry tax incentive will be to 2005 at a
cost of £50m next year.
* VAT reduction on church repairs from 17% to
5%.
* New community investment tax credit.
* 100% capital allowances to renovate empty
flats over shops.
Stamp duty abolished in designated areas to
bring disused properties back into use.
* f£1bn package to speed up regeneration.
* Regional development agencies to get new
inancial flexibility.

* Annual company accounts will become basis
for calculating tax.

* Capital gains rate for employees in all types of
companies cut to 10p from 40p.
* Inflation target will be 2.5%.
* Growth expected to be between 2.25% and

%«WW A D T D SRR R A P R

Issue No.:

62 December 2000 (Iragi Community Association), 241 King St. Hammersmith, London W6 9LP. Tel: 020 8741 5491

Fax: 020 8748 9010, Chariry Regestration No: 082663



Issue No. 63 March 2001

Life in Britain

From the Childhood We Start

As a part of the commitment of ICA to encourage children
and pupils of the Community to express themselves and
enjoy healthy atmosphere when socialising with their
peers, an exhibition of children paintings and drawings
was organised on Wednesday, 31 January 2001 at Kufa
Gallery in London. :

Miss Z Al-Saeigh welcomed the audience and invited
Dr. Mohammed Makeyah who expressed his pleasure to
see so many children participating in this exhibition and

| Dr H Nasser followed him

A New Page in Al-Muntada

In this issue a new section is on page 11. ltis the
Kurdish page to encourage the Kurds in the Com-
munity to communicate and exchange views, in-
formation and ideas. Today there is an feature article
about the historic city of Kirkuk. The article briefly de-
scribes the systematic etnic displacement of Kurds in
the area since 1968. Kirkuk aways enjoyed healthy
relationship amongst its multi-ethnic and cultural pop-
ulation.

The photo features the famous historic citadel that
dominates the city.

On another corner of the page, a children tale to en-
courage young Kurdish children to learn their mother
tongue.

Kurdish literature is rich with poems that have moral
and cultural values. No page without puzzles! A
poetic puzzle is in this issue. We will leave the page
for you to decide.

| from the Women Committee of ICA, the or-
| ganiser of the event: " From Childhood We
& Start.. this our commitment to provide healthy

* to encourage our children to express their per-

ception of this world. May we take this op-

; portunity to thank Dr. Makeyah for the support
were applauded by the audi-

' ence as it was not in the chil-

| dren’s daily language. Mrs N

- mittee of ICA trained and su-

back decades ago.
| body enjoyed the evening
-and many expressed to re-

- _-| Ll A '
il MBI B B

wished to see them in the years to come suc- and the provision of facilities in Kufa Gallery. We
cessful in their study and professional lives. He also would like to thank the MC of ICA for the

did not forget to remind them that Kufa Gallery
is here for the benefit of the Community and
they should grab the opportunity to serve the
Community with their knowledge in the future.

support and help to the Women Committee
whom members worked hard to make this event
possible. It is a team work where officials of ICA
played important role. Thank you our dear chil-
dren for your beautiful paintings and drawings."
Mr Faisal Luaibi, the prominent artist, reviewed
the works of the children highlighting characters
of children's art, especially drawing as they liber-
- ate themselves from all known laws of nature.
The child draws what he perceives and is not re-
stricted with the choice of colour. The pupils of
Rafidain School - Islington, cited several verses
from poems by A.Karim Qasid in Arabic which

with a warm welcome

Jebbo, of the Women Com-

pervised the number.

The exhibition was an op-
portunity to re-kindle links go
Every-

peat it in the near future.

I C A PROVIDES
FREE ADVICE AND
ADVOCACY TO
INDIVIDUALS OF
THE COMMUNITY.

Arabian woman by T. Nuaman

DO REFUGEES NEED THEIR OWN NEWSPAPER?
Refugees-on-line.org.uk is an organisation that caters for the develop-
ment of skills of refugees and asylum seekers in UK. Most refugees have
provenprofessional track record in their homelands. Recent reports
showed that majority of them face difficulties in finding jobs relevant to

¥
B

their qualifications.

A An call from refugees to start
> _ their own newspaper to be as
link between refugee com-
munities in UK and Europe is be-
e iNQ repeated. If you are inter-

B ested contact Cathy Aitchison
by email:
cathy @twiza.demon.co.uk
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Triple Celebration all Night!!

friends and ac-
quaintances, some go
20 or 30 years back
when they were in their
first years of college.
They were real time of

The Community celebrat-
ed Eid Al-Fitr, Christmas
and New Year's eve on
29 December which was
the last in the past cen-
tury as we took the first

few steps towards the rejoice, re-living the
21st Century. Acton sweet long bygone
Town Hall, was full to the Yyears.

Then the time came for
the singer whom we all
waited for...it was
Fouad Salim who came
from US to entertain the

Foyer. Even the uppsr
gallery was allocated to
the young members of
the Community.

As the clock arms ap-

happy new year.
Unpleasant Events

Unfortunately, our so-
cial events have not got
rid of some bad habits
of the very few in-
dividuals.

A misunderstanding
took place inside the
Hall.

As we were leaving an-
other group started

(

%
Fnvilalion

The ICA will hold its 14th AGM on Si'nday 10
June 2001 at Hammersmith Town Hall, condon.

This AGM is an opportunity for ICA and the
Community to meet and exchange views and
ideas to further improve the Association leading it
into pastures anew.

The MC of ICA would like to take this opportunity

proached 9 p.m, Mrs S
Al-Jerrah  invited the
audience to take their
seats to start the party.
Mr Abulilah Tawfik, Chair
of the MC of ICA wel-
comed the audience and
wished them very a nice
time in the few hours to
come. Then, Music start-
ed!! The musical band of
Hikmet performed sever-
al numbers of Iragi and
Arabic songs and music.

A break followed where
people mingled and met

their own throwing
punches session caus-
ing disturbance to the
audience. The MC did
not hesitate in calling in
the police who turned
up quickly to arrest the
culprits.

The MC stopped at this
incident in its first meet-
ing of this year and de-
cided to take strict
measures to prevent
similar incidents hap-
pening in the future.

Community. To his mu-
sic and relics the audi-
ence danced for long
hours asking for more.
These were the songs
we used to listen to
when we were back in
Irag and they will al-
ways remind us of
these sweet memories.
It was well after mid-
night when the party
was over, The Chair
thanked everybody who
attended the party and
wished them a very

“ICA is
one of the best
service providers
and
an example for
development..”

Mr S Abtahi, from LBG carried
out on 6th March a validation vis-
it to ensure that ICA is compling
with the rules and guidances set
in QAM (Quality Assessment
Measures). During his visit he
met representatives from MC
and Office of ICA. His visit was
an opportunity to reinforce the
professional reltaionships with
LBG and to explore possible op-

portunities for development.

In his reply to a question on
how LBG sees ICA, "we see
you as one of the best service
providers within BME com-
munities and example for de-

to call upon all members of ICA and the
Community at large to send their proposals and
ideas be them relating to the Constitution (Rules)
or the projects the Association currently runs.
AGMs are opportunities for annual review, that
organisations always take to assess the quality of
their work and performance in the past 12
months. These reviews will help in finding
solutions to overcome the obstacles that hinder
the progress of the Association. '

It is 14 ears since ICA was first established. The
concerns of the Community have changed since.
We need not only to work in new methods and
ways but also to venture new fields equipped with
the resources of the Community and the trust

kgiven to the MC and ICA's officials.

Mr. Abtahi and memb'ers of ICA
velopment.

You started with very few staff and now you are one of
the strongest." Mr Abtahi said. He expressed the satis-
faction of LBG with the quality and management of ser-
vices in ICA. Both parties expressed their wills for further
co-operation and new projects.
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