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Samaritans. 24 hour emotional support
by phone,
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Warm 3rd Summer
Festival in
Cold Weather..

On a chilly Sunday, 23 July, ICA or-
ganised its 3rd summer Festival a
part of its celebration of the 3rd Cen-
tury with real traditional Iragi am-
biance enriched with national dishes,
Bouncy Castle. craft stalls and face
painting. There was a video room
showing cartoon films enjoyed by
children during their breaks of the
Bouncy Castle. It was a fun family
day too. as adults and parents en-
joyed their social time and food as
well! Nadhim Al Ghazali voice was
soothing bringing back sweel mem-
ories of good old days they in their
beloved homeland.

The food was really a surprise, it was
provided during the whole time of
the festival finished with deserts of
traditional oriental pastries bought
from stall where all revenues will go
to charity working for Iragi children.
No festival can go without the cel-
cbrating the end of another year of
Rafidain schools.  All pupils got
their certificate and presents for end-
ing their years studying their mother
longue. -

The presence of the Community was
represented in its mulu [aiths and tra-
ditions and different groups mixed
very well erealing a real mini Irag o
be repeated again and again.

Somer reaches Out for
New Heights..

Somer FC. affiliated 10 ICA. is pro-
moted Lo the top rank ol the Inner
City World Cup having come up as a
rmner up to the top of Reserve Senior
to the Advanced Senior Teams. So-
mer received a letter from Mark Ab-
ery, the promoter of the Cup praising
the team for its co-operation. In his
letter “The Inner City World Cup is
now will-known and unique event
and is in its 7th year ! thanks to you
the players. our reputation continues
o grow across the globe as a football
festival of fun”. said Mark.

Violence now seems to play a bigger
part in our lives than ever before. It is
not just on the street and on our
screens, but in comics, magazines and
computer games. Although most chil-
dren grow up in happy, loving families,
there are some children at risk from vi-
olence in their own homes. Stopping
bullying and making communities safe
are also concerns for children and par-
ents.

Growing up in this culture of violence
can make children insecure and fearful
from an early age. They can leamn not
to trust the adult world, and be less con-
fident and assertive as they grow up.
Children may also learn that violence
and aggression are effective ways of
communicating and getting what they
want. They can learn violent behaviour
as easily as they learn their ABC.

Increasing awareness about violence
and its consequences for children and
young people is one way of chal-
lenging this problem. In a previous is-
sue of Young Voices, we featured a
couple of informative articles about
children and violence. In this issue, we
feature an article about bullying, with
sources of further help and information
appearing al the end of the article.

Violence in School

The incidence of bullying and other vi-
olent behaviour is becoming a serious
problem in many schools throughout
the country. Reports confirm that it is
even happening among under-fives.
One helpline alone received 16,000
calls last year, and the numbers are
growing.

* Bullying is deliberate and is intended
to frighten or hust. It can be either
physical or psychological, inflicted by

an individual or a group of children. It
usually causes a lot of fear and misery,
and should never be treated lightly.

* Some children have died at the hands
of tormentors, and some have taken
their own lives when the bullying be-
came too much to bear.

* Bullies may use physical violence or
psychological methods, such as name-
calling or excluding their victim from
the group. Both are equally hurtful and
damaging and must be taken equally se-
riously.

* Long-term research on victims shows
that bullying causes real suffering, and
that the damage to self-esteem and the
risk of depression can be permanent.

* Bullies also needed help to change
their ways before they turn into violent

ady g

What Can You Do?

* Take bullying and any other violence
at school seriously.

* Talk to your children about what is
happening at school and listen carefully
to any worries they may have. Remind
them that you are on their side and that
you will always believe what they say.

* Encourage your school to develop a
school behaviour policy. if it doesn't al-
ready have one. Ask your child's teach-
er or the Head Teacher about this. You
may want to get some support from a
friend or someone from you local com-
munity centre or advice centre. to take
this step.

If your child is being bullied..

* Tell your child that it is not their
fault.

* Help your child to find ways of deal-

The organisers of the Cup expressed their de-

light to invite the Team to represent Irag in
this year World Cup which 32 out of 50'
teams were selected for the Cup tournament.

This year’s tournament is held at Wim-
bledon common Extension on 12-13 August.
The nalion teams taking part in the fourna-
ment are:  Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bar-
bados, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bolivia, Bulgaria,
Cameron, Chile, China, Colombia, Cuba,
Denmark, Ecuador, England, Eritrea, Ethi-
opia, Finland, France, G.ambia, Germany.
Ghana, Holland, India, Iraq, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica. Mexico, Mo-
rocco, Nigeria, Norway. Pakistan. Peru, Po-
land. Portugal. Singapore, Scotalnd, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Aftrica, South
Korea. Spain. Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine,
USA. Vietnam. Wales.
goslavia, Zimbabwe, Germany, Japan, Ko

Uruguay,

rea. Libya. Lebanon and Malta.

You are All welcome to support vour

team on 12-13 August.
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- wanted to be an asylum seeker.

 thought might give us security

 to allow us to live in dignity while
- our need for protection is in-
| vestigated.

. Firmer.
¢ itoring it, and this hopeless policy
. means that we are still exploited.

STOP THE VIOLENCE - A GUIDE TO KEEPING
CHILDREN SAFE

ing with bullying, perhaps by using a
game, such as role play. Let your child
play the part of the bully and you play
the role of the child, suggesting some
good replies.

* Don't encourage aggressive responses
to bullying. This will probably only
make things worse.

* If the problem persists, don't ignore
it. This gives the bully the signal to
continue and that bullying is acceptable
behaviour.

* Report the bullying to the school. In-
volve your child's teacher and other
parents in trying to find solutions.

* Build up your child's self-confidence
by concentrating on things that your
child is good at, and giving lots of
praise.

If your child is a bully..

* Make it clear to your child that bul-
lying behaviour is unacceptable. Stress
that you love him but you want the bul-
lying to stop.

* Think about what could be making
your child behave in this way. Is some-
thing happening at school or at home to
make her unhappy?

* Is you child getting enough positive
attention from you? Try to set aside
some special time to spend together.
perhaps doing some activity he choos-
es.

* could your child be learning ag-
gressive behaviour from you or another
adult in your home or neighbourhood?

* Have you explained to your child
how serious and harmful bullying is?
Ask her to imagine how it feels to bul-
lied. Tell her how you would like her
to behave, and reward with praise when
she gets it right.

Cont. frem p. 16
against us, the public is now very
hostile and the politicians are using
us. We are discussed as criminals,
fraudsters and cheats. No one

The attitude of the people we

turned out to be hostility. We are
not even given the smallest leeway

It feels very bad to be one of the
poorest, most marginal of groups
in the UK, so soon after escaping
persecution. The Government sees
it different to the extent of calling
their policy Fairer, Faster, and
But they are not mon-
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Not Just
Another Year...
On 11th June, the ICA
held its annual conference
on Hammersmith & Ful-
ham Town Hall with the
traditional opportunity to
gather from different
parts of London and dif-
ferent walks of life to re-
view the past 12 months
of work. It was an op-
portunity to stop and con-
template at the obstacles
that obstruct the organ-
isation during the same
period.

The discussions were
open and honest with

zealous to improve the
performance of ICA as a
whole; the Management
Committee, the Staff and

the Volunteers.

It was highly recognised
that without the support
of the Iragi community,
ICA would not be able to
achieve the aims despite
‘the shortfalls here or
there. This is why the
Management Committee
and the Staff are keen to
continue to deliver the
better services and ad-
vance to new aspects and
fields in the community
development.

The ICA intends to enter
the next 12 months with
ambitious plans to expand
not only in community

services but also de-
veloping individual skills
and opportunities to

members of the com-
munity and reaching out
for new areas in the UK.
ICA has succeeded in
building good reputation
amongst other community
organisations in London
could only be achieved by
hard work of the com-
munity as a whole. .

2

L2 2

The AGM Panel

| Appeal from
Iraqis Detained in Indonesia

we teceived this letter to Iragi human rights supporters regarding the mis-
erable conditions of Tragis detained in Indonesia.

"We are a diminutive society of Iragis consists ol doctors, enginecrs,
teachers and other different professions. Although we are 175 men. wom-
en and children of 20 families with 3 of the women are pregnant.
We were obliged (o choose the exile seeking freedom on the deck of a
miserable ship hopping to reach 1o Australia. It happened that the ship
was caughl by the Indonesian police in "Lebik 1sland". so we were re-
stored on it between 10th - 23rd of March where the police tried o force
us Lo leave but we resisted and called [or the presence of UN officials who
arrived afterwards and made un agreement with us to leave the ship under
the UN protection. We then were transferred. by trucks to an olficial
building which appeared to be the immigration office that has not got the
simplest means of sanitary and safety conditions for a any human. We
slept on the {Toor using pieces of cardboard boxes covering ourselves with
whatever we have of clothes. suffering from rally sever conditions of bad
weather, heavy rain and massive attacks by insects and snakes. In addi-
" lion. Tood was terrible in aspects of quantity and guality resulting in mal-
nutrition hence we suffered from anacmia. lungs infections. skins disease,
diarthoea and sever weakness and lack ol immunity especially among
children and pregnant women. Cleaning materials such as soap. detergent
and antiseptics were also unavailable.
The commonest illnesses are psychological ones, which are caused by
threats. long waiting, anxiety and fear of the unknown future. Many of us
were admitted to psychological hospitals and sectioned.
The police and its Head Officer(Yoskim Nour) were threatening us so bad
that he wrote in "Lembik Post" (local newspaper) on 3/5/2000 describing
us as criminals, warning the citizens not to deal, mix or help us in any
way. He even declared that anybody doesn't comply shall be imprisoned
“for 5 years or to pay a 25 million Rupiah. Afier two days of this article,
we were attacked by an organisation called "Thu_ElFeqgar” which
worked side by side with the police to intimitade us. It was a frightening
scene when we were attacked by more than 120 holligans carrying swords
and knives, supervised by the police force who were supposed to protect
us. There were threats of slaughtering us made by the mob... it was hor-
rible as children and women were screeming and crying, many of them
fainted and some of the pregnant women suffered from miscarriages.
There are still so many details about the daily ordeal carried out by the po-
lice Head Officer who represented the judge and the executioner at the
same time. . -
We had a contenment that the police could arrest any person for any rea-
. son dr accusation just to preculate him, exactly like what was happening
in Irag, the same very reason we fled the country to face a new repression
here for only a handful of money in sort of situation directed by political
and denominational acts.
There is a possibility that the Iragi embassy to Jakarta played a mean role
to motivate that viliant. As a result of this policy two of our group were
imprisoned for 6 years without any clear indictment and at the same time
the police Head Officer gave a threat of a mass trial to anyone or any
group accused of entering the country illegally and to face the same fate.
Therefore we appeal to you by the name of the mutual humanity that God
created between man kind. to uprise and save us from this tragic situation.
using whatever you have of strength and power (o constrain on UNHCR
to speed the process of dealing with our case which may put an end to our
suffering [UNHCR finished interviewing the group on 13/5/2000].

Refugee Writes

Sent to Coventry - by Anon

Asylum seekers and refugees are currently a big issue for
the British people, not only the common people- the so-
called gencral public- but also the politicians. Lo the extent
that we are now part of the political agenda. Wce have scen
how politicians using asylum seckers as an issuc (o con-
vince the public that they can do better when they arc elect-
ed to power.

My concern here as an asylum seeker is nol lo question
what the Government wants o do. because il is not my
right. I am concerned with the question of who is making
sure that the policies are implemented as proposed. 1 be-
lieve that the new law that will govern asylum scckers
which are the products of the Government's Fairer. Faster.
Firmer policy. is the most severe immigration and asylum
policy the world has yet seen. But I can't change what the
leaders of this country thought would be a fair deal for asy-
lum seekers.

1 have been living in this country [or [ive months and 1 have
witnessed how Coventry has become another centre for asy-
lum seckers. A lot of effort has been concentrated in Birm-
ingham with refugee organisations having their branches or
headquarters in the city. Although they are doing their best
to help and serve asylum seckers. in other places like Cov-
entry. Rughy and small towns in the West Midlands. asylum
seckers are abandoned. Because of this. a lot of people who
serve asylum scckers arc exploiting them, in all arcas, be it
housing, welfare, handling their asylum applications. as
well as health and education. '

For example. in the arca of housing and wellare. we [ind
that most asylum seckers in Coventry are supported by Lon-
don boroughs through various agents. The social services
from these departments will just hand over an asylum scek-
er Lo the agent and not monitor what is happening (o them.
The agents may exploit the situation. giving poor ac-
commodation to asylum seckers. Cases like there families
living in a [our-bedroom housc is very common. cascs like a
pregnant woman sleeping on the floor because of the lack of
beds. And il people complain. then the agents will tell them
to shut up or they will call the police and the asylum secker
will be deported.

Another arca is moncy for food. cither cash or vouchers.
There is no clear guidance on how much one is supposed Lo
receive. 1 know one family with two children who receive
£185 a week, while another receives £80 a week.  Some
people have their utilities bills paid by social services. oth-
ers have to pay them themselves from the money they gel
for food. The system is all confusing.

Then there are asylum scekers who have been here for more
than two months who have not completed their asylum
questionnaires, because we have so few solicitors who han-
dle immigration cases. We also

have some solicitors who take cases but don't represent us
well, they don't for instance, fill in the guestionnaire on
time.

A lot of asylum seekers have dropped out of college where
they were studying language because it is too expensive for
them. People who receive vouchers

only arc not given bus passes- what does the government
expect from them? The college tells us there is access fund-
ing which can be used for bus passes for asylum seckers -
but il is only easy o access if your case is resolved and you
have refugee status. So things are not casy here.

But of all the situations that surround asylum scekers. the
worst is that we are scen as a problem. The media is
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