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Of The Iraqi Community Association

English Supplement Newsletter

untada

Iragi Community Association

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

11th JUNE 2000
12-5pm

Hammersmith Town Hall Small Hall

All welcome to attend.

With the AGM fast approaching, we would like to take the opportunity to

publish a few excerpts from this year's Annual Report:

Introduction

The Iraqi Community Association was established in the summer of 1987 and registered as a
charity the following year; its aim was to promote the health, welfare, social and cultural
well-being of the Iragi community in this country, without regard to religion, ethnic origin, or
political alliance. Since that date it has provided a broad range of services to the Iraqi and Arab
communities, including advisory, advocacy, educational, cultural and social services.

This year's work has been
distinguished by the Traqi
Community Association's

Celebrations to Welcome the New
Millennium. The success ol this
event has derived largely from the
commitment, effort and teamwork
of a wide range of individuals from
the Management Committee,
volunteer and staff team, and also
the community at large. Through a
whole range of social and cultural
activities and events, the overall
aims of our Millennium
Celebrations were achieved: to
raise awareness and understanding
about the history of Irag and its
contribution to modemn
civilisation; to honour those who
have devoted time and energy to
promoting the well-being of the
Iragi community; and to foster an
enhanced sense of Iraqi-British
understanding. The emphasis
throughout the Celebrations was
on openness, shared experience,
and promoting inter-cultural
understanding and awareness.

This was also one of the aims of a
major piece of work undertaken by
the Iragi Community Association's

Health Resource Centre. A
comprehensive survey of the
health needs of the Iraqgi

community across London yielded
a number of interesting findings,
which were of great use not just to
the Health Resource Centre, but to
the wide number of statutory and
voluntary organisations providing
healthcare services to the Iragi
community across London, as well
as benefitting smaller specialist
groups such as refugee healthcare
groups, Iragi  doctors  and
psychiatrists. The Study also
provided a solid basis on which to
secure further funding to deliver
health-related services to the Iraqi
community across London. The
Study, entitled "Health Needs
Assessment study of the Iragi
Community in London" is

available from the Health Resource
Centre.

Effectively the Iragi Community
Association has grown from being a
small organisation with very few
workers and very limited premises
and equipment to a position where it
now employs ten paid workers.
Five are full-time, and ten teacher
volunteers work in four
Supplementary ~ Schools  across
London, as well as"a large rotating
base of volunteers who work in the
fields of interpreting and advocacy,
social and cultural events, and other
general service delivery.

The Management Committee
The Management Committee was
elected by the twelfth AGM, and at

.its first meeting on 13th June

allocated internal roles and
responsibilities.

During the course of the year it held
twenty MC meetings, along with a
number of meetings with Iragi
voluntary organisations, as well as
appraisal meetings with each
member of staff in association with
the Director.

The MC was responsible for
overseeing all the events and
activities of the Association

throughout the year, as well as
focussing special efforts on the
Association's Celebrations to
Welcomethe Third Millennium.

The MC also worked hard to ensure
the continuing publication of the
Association's periodical newspaper,
ensuring that the range and breadth
of articles fully reflected community
concerns and interests.

The MC focussed on

developing

also

good working

partnerships with Iragi professional
and social groups and associations,
in order that all the community
groups and associations can work
co-operatively to present the best

possible services to the community.

The Director and the Office

The work of the Director revolved
very much around fulfilling the
workplans drawn up by the
Management Committee during its
regular meetings, as well as offering
the advice and support necessary to
the management of an organisation
that is expanding and developing its
role year after year. An important
part of the Director's work also
focussed around support and
supervision of staff, whether via the
monitoring of training needs,
monthly reports, sections and team
meetings.

The Director was also concerned this
year with developing a number of
initiatives to support the Iraqi
and Arab  voluntary sector
infrastructure, attending a number of
joint  planning meetings, and
participating in the third AGM of
Arab Community Organisations, as
organised by the Arab Club.
Maintaining and developing a secure
fundraising base for the organisation
was also an issue of focus this year,
and we were fortunate in securing
three large project grants in addition
to a number of smaller grants.

The securing of additional suitable
premises continued to be a priority
issue this year, and the efforts of a
number of members of staff and
Management Committee paid off
earlier this year when a satellite
office was established within the
Polish Centre building, opposite our
main building on King Street. This is
by no means a substitute for the
longstanding aim to establish an
Iragi Community Centre, however
for a number of reasons this plan has
yet to come to fruition V

For further details on any of the
issues raised, please see our full
Annual Report in Arabic, or attend
our AGM on 11th June 2000 at
Hammersmith Town Hall (Small
Hall 12-5pm).

25th. JUNE 2000:
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE

To raise medical and educational aid for the people of
Iraq. Last year this successful event raised over £1 200
and what's more was a fun day out in the countryside for
all those that took part.

Anyone interested in:

1. sponsoring the event

2. participating in the cycle ride

3. helping with fundraising

4. driving the minibus

5. lending us transport

6. contributing food and drinks for lunch.

Please contact the ICA offices. Your support will be
much appreciated, and will make a valuable contribution
to alleviating the suffering of the Iragi people -
remember that only £50 raised here can have a big
impact on people's lives.
9th JULY 2000: ‘
COMMUNITY DAY TRIP: This hugely successful an-
nual event will this year be happening in Windsor; 5
coaches will leave London at 9.30am, departing from
Windsor at 7.30pm. The charge will be £8 per person,
booking in advance only; bookings must be received by

2nd July at the latest.

20th -23rd JULY 2000:

MILLENNIUM SUMMER FESTIVAL: 3 day event.
closing the Iraqi Community Association's Celebrations
to Welcome the New Millennium:

Thursday 20th July:

Closing event at the Kufa Gallery, Westbourne Grove.

Friday 21st July:
New Millennium Party at Hammersmith Town Hall, fea-
turing artists Fu'ad Salim and other artists with musi-

cians.

Sunday 23rd July: ,
Family Fun Day: Open Air Festival featuring games,
competitions, Children's Art Exhibition, Face Painting,

Music, Bouncing Castle and much more.

YOUNG VOICES
SUMMER CAMP 2000!!!

Aged 11-247 Free for five days in August? Tired of the
smoke? Need to get away from the hustle and bustle of
London and take a chill pill? Then look no further!
Summer Camp 2000 is just what you need - sleeping
under the stars in the beautiful surroundings of Epping
Forest, eating your dinner round an open camp fire, and
making your own personal contribution to the forest
eco-system (not really, the camp comes fully equipped
with toilet and shower facilities).

Enjoy hiking, night walks, canoeing, games, music,
dancing and visiting the camp farm in a week away from
the stresses and strains of your everyday life. The cost is
only £20 per person, this covers food, camping costs and
the costs of some activities for the week (there will be an
additional charge for some activities as optional extras,
such as archery and horse riding). Breakfast and a
cooked evening meal will be prepared by camp staff,
with the midday meal to be prepared by campers
themselves. Each tent sleeps 5-7 people, the camp is
fully secure, and there will be one adult supervising each
group of 10 campers. All you need is a sleeping bag and
to get yourself to the pick-up point at the edge of Epping
Forest (Debden Station, near the end of the Central
Line). Each trip lasts five days, running from 7th-11th
August or 14th -21st August 2000.

Contact Fayha or Talal al the ICA offices to book your
place a:s.a.p, but by 7th July 2000 at the latest. You'll
need to fill out a booking form, parental consent form for
under-18s, and pay a deposit of £10 per person to secure
your place, with the remaining £10 payable at the start of
the trip. Remember, the deadline for booking your place
is Tth July 2000.
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