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* Elderly people Volunteers Co- ordinator*
Salary up to £4 500 per annum

(job ref. 2/2000)

Part- time job (Tow days per week)

The Candidate should have the ability to organize a network of volunteers who will
support Iraqi Elders living in London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham. This will
be on an in-House and outreach basis to ensure that the clients are supported to improve
their practical, physical and psychological health and well- being. Experience of
community work and knowledge of Immigration, health, welfare and community care
services are desiralb. Good verbal & written communication skills in English and

* LB Hammersmith & Fulham Social Service and Ealing, Hounslow and
Hammersmith Health Authority fund this post.

For further information, job description and application form please contact
Iraqi Community Assosiation
Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP
Tel: 0181 741 5491, Fax: 0181 7489010

Application must be received by close of business,

Friday 19 May 2000

(Please indicate job reference you are applying for)
Charity Registration No. 802662
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3- Refugee Arrivals Project
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(in partnership with the refugee
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Scotland- Scottish Refugee
Council: 0131 225 9994

North East: North of England
Refugee Service (NERS) &
Refugee Council:

0191 2220250

West Midlands- Refugee Council:
01132449404

(Until further Notice)

Yorkshire- Refugee Council:
0113 2449 404

Eastern region- Refugee Council:
0207 346 6770

London- Refugee Council:

0207 346 6770

North West, East Midlands,
South West, South Central,
Refugee Action:

0207 7654 7700

Heathrow, Gatwick, City,
Stansted and Luton Airports-
Refugee Arrivals Project:

0208 759 5740

Kent, Newhaven- Migrant
Helpline:

01304 203977

Wales- Welsh Refugee Council:
029 20666250
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A bad (or an ill) workman quarrels
(or blames) his tools.
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A collection «Ly IS JEaY) (o degasen RAY qslyn o S b JAI
(Y. ale) of English Proverbs
el aull e e car Sl coad uiy u‘.-"-_u‘-a-ep-"ﬂd:-'h)s&am

u_

Z’..E_;"a'l g.n‘ "‘l wL.m.LJI‘.,n_”.uac.—\‘
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

1 55 A bl e B iy - adaall VEV- plall ) il Fia (g +
Ji‘_,.;n HCYWOOd qJ\”.JLAu ul.ns u,n‘, H.-.‘.sy| U.l‘..:)Ll wLuub \oY. fLL"
A Dialogue Containing the Proverbs (Lt JBaY e Jatd
Lal el 05t gyl (V087 ple) in the English Language
A Collection of English «iiyulSiyl Ja¥l (e degasr 3 RAY ol
L e e S8 s ola (VIV- ple Proverbs

byadl] Ao dyde (e sad ) B sieacs apl pad Lilgs Laypall o aliliyy
u..L\." i.z‘—‘n.\ua".laﬁ}l.” 3...4';»0 r{.‘tu]@;_)f—“d,i&‘j,kum

LS 6 JU ada aaliney ik p gl |MUJ‘51_,U|J4=~LJ.Ja Olsads
s 1 Ll B padid) e 3k Wy aud) o asiac u-lu)-IJ-‘-“’ wdiyy Layn
u..\._..'.hﬁrns_)u;‘_,a_,.u.a_,;...dluln'.‘.\a[, |J..9‘-‘-°‘u1 et

,lal alas _,L'dL_. g;,ﬁll Jikil ¥
A burnt child dreads the fire
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A cat has nine lives
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A woman hath nyne lyues like a cat.
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A cock crows on his own dunghill.
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STOP THE VIOLENCE
A GUIDE TO KEEPING
CHILDREN SAF

Violence now seems to play a
bigger part in our lives than ever be-
n the street and on
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ARE WE IN THE
215t CENTURY YET?

In all calendars, Jewish,
Muslim or Christian, or indeed
that of any other conviction,
there is no “zero” year. Zero
merely stands for the break-line
or point of time between an in-
coming and an outgoing year.
Hence in the Christian calen-
dar, when the BC era ceased,
the first year of the birth of Je-
sus Christ commenced. Had
there been a “zero” year, then
he would have been zero years
old after a full year had
elapsed. In other words, on the
celebration of his first birthday,
his mother would have been
congratulated for her son’s at-
taining zero years of age!

By the same token, the
twentieth century is like the
first. It could not have started
with the year 1900, but with
1901. The Millennium Lottery
run by the National Lottery list-

By Dr Mehdi Shukr

ed the initial years of the twen-
tieth and twenty-first centuries
as 1900 and 2000, whereas they
ought to have been 1901 and
2001 respectively.

If this still seems a point for
conjecture, let us look at the
following examples. If you go
to a bank to exchange 2000
pennies collected in a charty
event, you will be probably be
asked to count the money into
20 bags of 100 pence each. You
will not be able to keep hold of
one last penny from the last bag
- and your change in pounds
sterling will only be handed
over to you once you have
handed in that last penny.

Similarly, imagine that you
are reading a book of 100 pag-
es, with 365 or 366 words on

each page. Let each word stand
for a day of the year. Then let
each page represent one year of
the century. Only when you
have read the last word of the
last page can you say you have
finished the entire book and in-
deed the entire century those
100 pages stand for. A final
example: yesterday terminated
at the following time, to the
hour, minute and second:
24:00:00. This figure belongs
to yesterday: it cannot belong
to today at the same time. So
today will end at midnight ie
24:00:00 and tomorrow will
commence at 00:00:01.

In conclusion, this year
2000 AD is the last year of the
twentieth century. The 21st
century will be born right afte-
on 31 December 2000 AD. At
that moment and only at that
moment will the Third Millen-
nium be genuinely born and de-
servedly hailed.

Taken from an article by Dr
Mehdi Shukr — our thanks go to
Dr Shukr for contributing this
article, which was originally
written for publication in the
Yorkshire Post.
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Of The Iragi Commurity Association

In a documentary recently
screened on Carlton TV, the
well-known investigative jour-
nalist Mr John Pilger power-
fully showed the disastrous ef-
fects of ten years of sanctions
and war on the Iraqi people.

The programme, filmed in-
side Iraq, started by showing
the long-term damage that the
Allies” aerial bombardment of
Iraq during the second Gulf
‘War has inflicted on the health
of the Iraqi people. It detailed
the dramatic rise in the inci-
dence of incurable diseases as
a consequence of residual ra-
diation from the weapons used
during the war, and also from
the destruction of arsenals of
chemical weaponry; it also ex-
plained that the effect on Iraqi
soil was equivalent to the ex-
plosion of two nuclear bombs.
The programme-makeérs visit-
ed a hospital in the southern
city of Basra where several
children suffering from leu-
kaemia, cancer of thebone and
lysystems were being cared
for, diseases requiring imme-
diate and specific treatment if
there is to be any chance of a
cure. However because of the
lack of appropriate medicines,
courses of treatment often re-
main suspended or, in many
cases, are not started at all.
This is particularly true in the

by John Pilger

case of poor families who do
not have the money to pay for
expensive treatments, with
many families not able to
make it to the hospital at all.
According to the programme-
makers investigations, the to-
tal number of children under
the age of 5 affected/being
treated every month has now
reached 400,000. The majority
of sufferers in the hospital in
Basra are in desperate need of
morphine, the importing of
which is currently forbidden.
In its place sufferers have to
survive on limited dose aspi-
rin: in one ward of the hospi-
tal, one bottle of aspirin has to
meet the needs of two hundred
patients. The hospital is now
admitting thirty to thirty five
new cancer-sufferers per
month whereas before the
Gulf War the comparable fig-
ure was three cases per month
ie a ten to twelvefold increase.

During the programme Pro-
fessor Doug Rocky, who was
himself exposed to radiation
via his involvement in decon-
tamination work during the
war, stated that radiation lev-
els currently stand at five
times the recognised safety
levels, with particles of urani-
um being transmitted through

oil, air, water, foodstuffs, and
open wounds. He also stated
that it is likely that between
40% and 45% of inhabitants
have been exposed to this con-
tamination and that they now
have an increased likelihood of
going on to develop cancer;
this has been confirmed by the
reports of the ‘Atomic Energy
Council, which highlights the
ongoing and permanent effects
of radiation in the area, which
they say are unlikely to resolve
in the near future.

In the programme John
Pilger then goes on to question
the role of the United ‘Nations
in relation to the basic human
rights and humanitarian needs
of the Iragi people; similar
questions have pushed some
UN officials to resign from
their duties in protest at what
is happening to the Iragi peo-
ple.

He also throws out ques-
tions about the disintegration
of a developed society, and
what happens when all the in-
dicators of a developed society
go into dysfunction; when pub-
lic health systems and ameni-
ties break down, when children
are reduced to begging and
petty crime, and when ordinary
people are forced to sell their
everyday belongings just to
survive, as can be witnessed

COMING EVENTS

July 2000

Remember that only £50 raised here can
have a big impact on people’s lives.

Summer Camp 2000

Summer Festival

A three day event featuring open air festi-
val, Photographic Exhibition.

Children’s Art and Poetry Exhibitions,
games, competitions, singers and dancers from
diverse backgrounds.

June 2000
Sponsored Cycle Ride

Sponsored cycle ride to raise medical and
educational aid for the people of Iraq.

Last year this successful event raised over
£1 200 and what’s more was a fun day out in
the countryside for all those that took part.
Anyone interested in:

* Sponsoring the event.

* Participating in the cycle ride.

* Helping with fundraising.

* Driving the minibus.

* Lending us transport.

* Contributing food and drinks for lunch.

please contact Aida at the ICA office. your
support will be much appreciated, and will
make a valuable contribution to alleviating the
suffering of the Iraqi people.

Aged 11-24? Free for five days in August?
Tired of the smoke? Need a break in the coun-
tryside? Fancy sleeping under the stars and eat-
ing your dinner around an open Camp fire?
Then look no further!

Summer Camp 2000 is just what you need-
an action- packed week in the beautiful sur-
roundings of Epping forest.

Enjoy hiking, archery, night walks music
and dancing in a week away from the stresses
and strains of your everyday life, all you need
is a sleeping bag and £10 booking fee.

Contact the ICA office as soon as possible
to book yourself a place.

every day in the souks and
public auctions of Iraq.

The programme also focus-
es attention on the silence sur-
rounding the continuing and
regular air strikes on Irag by
American and British planes
on the south of Iraq, asserting
that this silence reflects the
deterioration in the moral stan-
dards of civilised nations. It
points out that the majority of

ants, and many of them chil-
dren.

If you are interested in con-
tacting the programme makers
or would like further informa-
tion about the issues raised,
please write to the following
contact address, which was

given at the end of the pro-
gramme:
IRAQ PO BOX 8000
Birmingham B1 2JN

air strikes are hit- -7

ting civilian tar-

gets under the

pretext that . mili-

tary targets are

being hidden
amongst  them,
despite  denials
and eye-witness
statements to the

contrary. Mines

are also strewn all

over the area,

with many casu-

alties of the

mines being ad-

mitted to hospital
every week, most
of them poor

farmers and peas-

TB MONITORING
OF REFUGEES
‘MUST IMPROVE’

Reports in the Independent
this week have highlighted the
problem of asylum seekers ar-
riving from TB hotspots with-
out the adequate monitoring
and follow-up required to pre-
vent the spread of the disease.
Screening for the disease is
currently the responsibility of
Health Units at Britain’s ports,
however they lack the neces-
sary resources to deal with the
number of people involved.

Dr Sally Hargreaves, of the
Department of Infectious Dis-
eases at Imperial College Lon-
don, and Director of Public
Health at Kensington, Chelsea
and Westminster Health Au-
thority, says that regulations
require that people planning to
live in the UK for longer than
six months and who come
from TB hotspots (where there
are more than 40 cases for
every 100 000 people) should
be screened with chest radiog-
raphy at the port of entry, but
that port health units no longer
have the resources to carry
this out.

Warnings about the current
situation come in the wake of
growing ‘concern about the
global spread of drug resistant
TB — TB that is resistant to
first and second line drugs has
now been found in 104 coun-
tries. There is also growing
concern about the increase in
the numbers of TB cases gen-
erally.

Our thanks go to the For-
eign and Commonwealth Of-
fice in London for their letter
to us in March; this came in
response to a letter from the
Iragi Community Associa-
tion’s Welfare Section, which
was advocating on behalf of a
refugee client.

The Welfare Section has
also intervened on behalf of
approximately 40 families of
Iragi asylum seekers who
have been in detention in
Western Australia since No-
vember 1999; the families
fled from Iraq to Australia via
Indonesia.

In February 2000 the Wel-
fare Section wrote to Depart-
ment of Immigration officials
in Western Australia, urging
them not to deport the asylum
seekers to Iraq as such an ac-
tion would place their lives in
grave danger. The Welfare
Section also sought the inter-
vention of the Arab Organisa-
tion for Human Rights, who
then petitioned the Depart-
ment of Immigration in West-
ern Australia to look favoura-
bly upon the asylum seekers’
applications and to do every-
thing in their power to halt
any deportation action.

We would like to thank the
Arab Organisation for Human
Rights for their intervention;
the asylum seekers are still in
detention in Western Australia
awaiting a decision.
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SYSTEM TO BE PHASED

N SLOWILY

The Government has had to
back down over its plans for

supporting asylum  seekers
across Britain, with the Immi-
gration  Minister  Barbara

Roche admitting that proposals
lo disperse asylum seekers
around the country have hit
major difficulties. The scheme
to relieve the pressure on Lon-
don and the South-East, due to
be launched on April 1 2000,
will now be rolled out gradual-
ly between April and the end
of the year. The Government
has also promised an extra
£10million to local authorities
to cover the cost of looking af-

ter asylum seekers and to en-
courage them to offer accom-
modation. However some
councils have said that is still
not enough to cover their costs
and have warned that the
shortfall will have to be made
up from council tax revenue.
In a written Commons
statement, Ms Roche has said
that the aim of phasing the sys-
tem in slowly was to avoid
teething difficulties’ caused by
the lack of sufficient accom-
modation in dispersal areas.
Whereas the Government had
planned to take over responsi-
bility for supporting all asylum

seekers coming into the coun-
try from April 2000, it will
now only look after those who
apply at port— about 2 000 a
month. Asylum seekers apply-
ing once they are already in-
side the country — between
3 000 and 4 000 per month—
will remain the responsibility
of local authorities. A spokes-
woman for the Refugee Coun-
cil said it was better for the
Government to delay imple-
menting the dispersal scheme
and get it right than rush it
through and force  asylum
seekers to live on sink estates
and other unsuitable housing.

IRAQI COM

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY FESTIVAL

An International
Women's Day Festival |

on the 11th March saw [

the Kufa Gallery filled to
bursting point with wom-
en and their families,
coming together to cele-
brate and enjoy the artis-
tic and cultural achieve-
ments of women from a
number of different com-
munities. The Festival
formed part of the Iraqgi
Community Associa-
tion’s Celebrations to
Welcome the Third Mil-
lennium.

In the Festival’s opening
speech, Mrs Mubejel Baban,
Chair of the Festival Steering
Committee, talked of the role
of the Iraqi and Arab woman
in modern day Britain, in all its
different elements, and spoke
of the opportunities for realis-
ing the potential of women n
the community.

The evening then moved on
to a series of poetry and liter-
ary recitals from well-known
Arab women writers:  first
came the well-known Leba-
nese writer Hanan Al-Shaykh,
who read some excerpts from
her work in Arabic; then the
poet Tajia Al-Baghdadi read a
poem dedicated to women,
also in Arabic; this was fol-
lowed by a poetry reading in
Kurdish by the well-known
personality Buhia Khan Jaf;
Shshnas Tbrohim Abkmad then
read some of her verse in Eng-
lish, and tears of sorrow greet-

ed her piece about Iragi chil-
dren and their suffering under
the sanctions.

A welcome musical inter-
lude then came in the form of
the well-known singer Ru’ya
Ghali, accompanied by on the
‘oud by the young musician
Magzin, with the audience very
vocal in its appreciation and
participation. The artist Dalal
Mufti then presented a slide
show exemplifying the most
important works of our con-
temporary women artists, cov-
ering painting, drawing, sculp-
ture, ceramics and graphic art.
The writer Samira al-Mani’
then read extracts from her
new collection of short stories,
followed by a wonderful per-
formance by Tara Jaf, singing
in Kurdish and accompanying
herself on the harp. Arwa Sha-
bibi then read from her poetry
on the women and children of
Irag, and the Tunisian writer

specialising in Islamic Art Sa-
biha Lukhmer read from her
book “Waiting in the Future
for the Past to Come.” Young
people and children then took
to the catwalk, presenting a
fashion show of a variety of
traditional Kurdish, Iragi and
Arab dress; a final perfor-
mance by Ru’ya Ghali
wrapped up what turned out to
be a hugely enjoyable event,
both celebrating women’s
achievements in the arts and
inspiring women to fulfil their
own creative potential.

We would like to extend
our warmest gratitude and ap-
preciation to all those who
worked hard to make this
event such a success, with our
particular thanks going to the
Chair of the Steering Commut-
tee Mrs Mubejel Baban, to the
ICA Chair Mr Abdul Ilah Taw-
fik, and to all the performers
and contributors.

NEW ‘FAST-TRACK’
ASYLUM CENTRE OPENS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Up to 13 000 asylum seekers per year will have their cases
decided in about seven days at a new fast track facility which
opened on Monday 20th March in Cambridgeshire. The new de-
tention centre at Oakington Barracks purports to implement a
key commitment in the Government's plans to make the asylum
process firmer, fairer and faster. However in reality it is more
likely to have been set up to detain asylum seekers whose appli-
cations are suspected — rightly or wrongly - of being unfounded.
Before going to Oakington, applicants will be screened by the
Immigration Service and a decision taken on suitability. Nation-
ality may be a factor, but other considerations to do with indi-
vidual circumstances or the circumstances of the case may be
taken into account. Detainees will not be imprisoned in cells, but
will have to stay inside the fenced-in site. The Centre opened
amid protests by a group of demonstrators, seven of whom were
subsequently arrested. Speaking of the detention centre on 17th
March, the Government’s Immigration Minister Barbara Roche
stated:“Speeding up the asylum process is a major objective in
our reform of the asylum system. People who come to the Unit-
ed Kingdom may be fleeing terrible persecution and it is impor-
tant that their claims are dealt with swiftly, so that rather than
being stuck in an administrative limbo they are able to get on
with rebuilding their lives.”

“Qakington will enable us to deal quickly with the straight-
forward asylum claims. It is in everyone’s interest that both gen-
uine and unfounded asylum seekers are identified. Genuine asy-
lum seekers can be given the suppuort they need to integrate inio
society. And those with unfounded claims can be sent home
quickly, thereby sending a strong signal to others thinking of try-
ing to exploit our asylum system.“Applicants will be kept for a
period of about seven days while their claim is considered.
There will be access to legal advice on-site (o cnsure that the
process is both full and fast. If claims are certified as manifestly
unfounded, the Immigration

Appellate Authority will be aiming to deal with any appeal in
about three weeks. When running at full capacity, the faster con-|
sideration of claims will save the Government around £30 mil-
lion per year in asylum support costs.

“If someone is refused asylum at Oakington and decides to
appeal we will either grant them temporary admission or move
them to an ordinary detention centre. There will be careful track-
ing so that if their appeal is also dismissed, action can be taken
to remove them.“It is right that a nation like ours offers sanctu-
ary to those that are fleeing persecution. Equally though, it is
right that the government makes sure that our generosity 1s not
abused. This announcement comes in the face of growing hyster-
ia in some sections of the popular and local press about”floods
of bogus asylum-seekers taking the British tax-payer for a ride”,
with inflammatory reports focussing on relatively rare and spe-
cific cases of individuals abusing the immigration and welfare
systems. Of particular focus at the moment are reports of asylum
seekers using false asylum applications as a cover for organised
begging to raise money for their communities at home. There
was also speculation that those convicted of begging would be
denied asylum because they had committed a criminal offence;
however the Government has now stressed that begging will not
lead to automatic expulsion, as this would be a breach of Brit-
ain’s obligations under the 1951 UN Convention for Refugees.

While there are real issues of concern here, including Child
Protection issues where children are being used as ‘begging ac-
cessories’, the reaction to the problem in the press has been com-
pletely disproportionate, with the danger that all Romanians and
indeed all asylum seekers will be unfairly labelled as part of this
problem. Indeed some of the press would have their readership
believe that asylum seekers only want to come to this country to
help themselves to the British public’s hard-earned cash. Those
of us who know how far from the truth that is for the vast major-
ity of asylum seekers can work to combat these distortions: we
can lobby our local MPs, write informative, responsible letters
to local and national press, and do our best to explain the 1eality
of the majority of asylum seekers’ lives to friends, colleagues
and associates.
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