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* Elderly people Volunteers Co- ordinator™

Salary up to £4 500 per annum
(job ref. 1/2000)
Part- time job (Tow days per week)

Candidates must demonstrate ability to organise a network of volunteers who will
support Iraqis’ Elderly living in London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham. This
will be on in-House and outreach basis to ensure that the clients are supported to
improve their practical, physical and psychological, health and well being. S/He
must demonstrate experience of community and knowledge of Immigration, health,
welfare and community care services in London and LBH&F work with good

verbal & written communication skills in English and Arabic.

* LB Hammersmith & Fulham Social Service and Ealing, Hounslow and
Hammersmith Health Authority fund this post.

For futther information, job describtion and application form please contact
Iraqi Community Assosiation
Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP

Tel: 0181 741 5491, Fax: 0181 7489010

Applications must be received by close of business, Wednesday
1st March 2000

(Please indicate job reference you are applying for)
Charity Registration No. 802662
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F.A Electrical

Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
Rewiring and new Installation,
Fault finding,

Immersien Heater, lights, sockets,
cooders, and fuse Boards;
Emmergency and security Lighting
Day Mobile: 0956 281 660

Eveneng Tel: 0171 388 8196
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Restricted to selected post codes
The Opportunity Centre
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* Help with Job Application Forms
* Access to Compurer Resource/ Word
Package.
* CV Development

* Advice and Guidance
with Action Plan

* Drafting Job Covering letters

* Help developing Supporting
Statements
* Draftin 9 of disclosure letters to
emloyers.

Sarah . Lylatl ciloglall e asjally
.t olaalt te Hyacinth or Tessa
Contact Sarah Hyacinth or Tessa on:
01817642120
Or Visit:

The Opportunities Centre,

370- 376 Uxbridge Road, London
W12 7LL
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First Club Ltd
Mezzanine Floor

91, Regent street

TR

London W1R 7TB -%T;‘;_fg
Tel: 0171- 734 9121 JATA

Fad: 8171- 734 4364

‘Mob: 0961 423239 |

LIRCUMCISION

FAST SERVICES
LIMITED |
“Company No. 3826989
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r more information conmcf

Dr. Shaker

FAST SERVICES LIMITED
EBC House

T ou_nsexld Lane
Townsend Lane
London NW9 8LL

Tel: 0208 903 5473

| Mobile: 07771 822275

K B

(Travel & Tours) LIMITED

Low Cost World Wide Air- Fares
Specialist for AMMAN, DAMASCUS, BEIRUT,
DUBAIL, CAIRO, JEDDAH,

FAR EAST, USA, TEHRAN, AND MANY MORE

uéﬂb Sladl JloNldl boys

CALL OUR HOTLINE, NOW '@V
1020 7724 8455

TATA o
IKB HOUSE, 230 EDGWARE ROAD, '
LONDON W2 1DW EBC House a
TEL: 020 7724 8455 (4 Lines) - Townsend Lane .
Fax: 020 7724 8655 London NW SLL S

Tel: 02089035473
Fax: 0208 930 3033

. as53
e-maile: ikblimited@ compuserve. com
website: http://www,ikb-uk.co.

All major credit card accepted

Bl London NW10 4U

0181 961 8878
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Process & Supplies LTD
Manufactures of Middle - eastern &
_ African Styles Food & Beverages
38 Staneway, Ewell, Surrey KT17 IPN
Tel: 020 8786 7577 Fax: 020 8393 2138

(8.30am - 6.30pm Mon- Fri)
Registered in London, Reg No. 2016623
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The Health Resource Centre

* PALINGSWICK HOUSL,
24} KING STREET,
IMTAMMERSMITH.
LONDON W6 01.P

Tel. 0181 741 5491
Fax: 0181 7489010
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Funded by

King’s Fund
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Tel 0171 307 2400
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Of The Iragi Commmunity Association

HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM MP MR JAIN COLEMAN
CONTINUES TO SUPPORT VULNERABLE ASYLUM SEEKERS

The Iraqi Community As-
sociation would like to thank
the Member of Parliament for
Hammersmith and Fulham,
Mr lain Coleman, for the sup-
port he has continued to show
to vulnerable asylum seekers.

At a time when the welfare
situation of asylum seekers in
this country is deteriorating
and anti- refugee sentiment in-
creasing, Mr Coleman is con-
tinuing to support vulnerable
asylum seekers within his con-
stituency, at the same time ex-

pressing his concerns at some
of the measures introduced by
the Asylum and Immigration
Act.

In a letter sent to the Iragi
Community Association’s
Welfare Section in November
1999, Mr Coleman wrote of
the proposed Asylum and Im-
migration Bill:

“Whilst I welcome many of
the provisions of this Bill, I
have very grave concerns
about.. the proposals for the in-
troduction of a voucher system

YOUGN VOICES

The Linford Christie Charitable Trust

Grants to young people in Sport

Are you Under 23 years of age?

Have you reached a high standard in your sport?

Have you lived in Hammersmith & Fulham for one year?
Then the Trust may be able to help you.

Who can grants help?

Individual young people living in Hammersmith and Fulham who
have reached or are hoping to reach a high standard of excellence
in their chosen field of sport.

What can grants help with?

Grants can be awarded to help with training, coaching,
equipment, travel, competition or entry fees.

To find out more, or receive an application form contact:

The Administrator, Linford Christie Trust

Education Department, Hammersmith Town Hall

King Street Hammersmith W6 9JU, Tel: 0181 576 5520

Cursed Clothes

Hi, I'm Peter. One day my friend James came over to my
house, so I asked my mum if we could go and explore the attic.
My mum said that me and James could, so I got a torch. My mum
put the ladder in place and we went into the attic. we found a lot
of intersting things like old toys and fancy curtains, we even
found an automatic camera that had a flash attached to it. But
then we found a big bronze chest that had a padlock on it.

My friend (who had found a pipe lying on the floor) decided
to open the chest and see what was inside it, so he bashed the
padlock off with the pipe he had found. But when we opened the
chest we found lots of clothes. “Lets try them on, look this one
has a Chiness dragon on it”, he said hopefully. “Well they’re
quite nice actully, okay lets try them on, but only if you do it
first”, I said. So he did, he put on the one that looked like a horse
rider’s outfit. But just then something started to happen, a win-
dow appeared even though it wasn’t there before, and it started to
furn all dark. James (still wearing the rider’s outfit) headed to-
wards the window, opened it, and went through it (because it was
a large window). When he went through it, he appeared to be
floating in mid-air, but when I shone the troch to where he was
floating, I saw stairs. So I went down them, and I found a horse,
with James on it. So he started riding it, and it went so fast I felt
wind, and it kept on going faster until soon it was a gale.

I started to move, really fast, then hit a tree & fell off. I found
2 bricks. I threw them at James one after the other. One hit him
and he fell off the horse, the horse stopped & so did the wind. So
I went to James and tried to take off the rider’s outfit but some
thing was stopping me. When I touched it some kind of electrical
energy blew me off it. James got up & ran up the stairs. He didn’t
talke off the clothes though’ instead a bed appeared and he went
to sleep on it.

After an hour he got up, going back down the stairs again’
then he got on the horse and started to ride slowly this time, but
the horse rushed off somewhere while mu friend was on the
floor. So I tried to took me ages to get him to take off the nider’s
outfit and when he did every thing was back to normal.

Me and James were in the attic again and well, it became like
a normal day again and that’s in my little adventure, boodbye.

By Lutfi Habib Age: 10 years

and the forced dispersal of asy-
lum seekers.. It is highly un-
likely that claims will be pro-
cessed either with an initial
decision within eight weeks or
a final decision within six
months. Asylum seekers will

therefore be expected to live

on vouchers for significant pe-
riods, which is not only diffi-
cult to justify from a welfare
perspective, but will almost
certainly lead to greater margi-
nalisation from society for
those asylum seekers living on
vouchers.

Given my own very clear
view that the support systems
proposed for asylum seekers
are inadequate and inherently
flawed... 1 made clear my
views about the Bill in general
and.. took the unusual step of
voling against the Government
over this bill.

I am sure that you will un-
derstand that it is not normally
my practice to vote against
Government legislation, but
given my own daily contact
with asylum seekers in my
constituency, 1 do feel that it
has been necessary to make
clear my dissatisfaction with
the current state of these pro-
posals™.

Once again, we would like
to thank Mr Coleman and in-
deed other Members of Parlia-
ment who have continued to
support  vulnerable asylum
seekers at such a difficult time.

g

VACANCY

oyl 6l | g § i el g
* Elderly people Volunteers Co- ordinator*
Salary up to £4 500 per annum

(job ref. 1/2000)

Part- time job (Tow days per week)

Candidates must demonstrate ability to organise a network of volunteers who will
support Iragis’ Elderly living in London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham. This
will be on in-House and outreach basis to ensure that the clients are supported to
improve their practical, physical and psychological, health and well being. S/He must
demonstrate experience of community and knowledge of Immigration, health, welfare
and community care services in London and LBH&F work with good verbal & written

communication skills in English and Arabic.

* LB Hammersmith & Fulham Social Service and Ealing, Hounslow and
Hammersmith Health Authority fund this post.

For futther information, job describtion and application form please contact

A

Iraqi Community Assosiation
Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP
Tel: 0181 741 5491, Fax: 0181 7489010

Applications must be received by close of business, Wednesday

1st March 200C

(Please indicate job reference you are applying for)
Charity Registration No. 802662

o
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On 20th January 2000, the
Health Resource Centre of the
Iragi Community Association
staged a conference to launch
the Health Needs Assessment
Study of the Iragi Cuii munity
in London. The Conference
was attended by a large num-
ber of representatives from
Health Authorities across Lon-
don- including Westminisier,
Kensington & Chelsea, Cam-
den & Islington, Brent, Ealing,
Hounslow & Hammersmith.
Lambeth, Southwark & Le-
wisham, Merton, Sufton &
Wandsworth- as well as a
number of reprcsentatives of
voluntary and community or-
ganisation.

The findings of the study
have now been published in a
51 page booklet entitled
"Health Needs Assessment
Study of the Iragi Community
in London".

The opening address of the
Conference was dclivered by
the Chair of the Iraqi Commu-
nity Association's Manage-
ment Committee Mr. Abdul
Ilah Tawfik, who welcomed
all those present, gave a brief
summary of the work of the
ICA, and outlined the role of
the study in determining the
future development of ICA
project. He also thanked all
the ICA funders for making
our work possible, with a par-
ticular thanks to the Kings
Fund for financing the Needs
Assessment Study.

Mr. David Jones from the
Kings Fund then addressed the
Conference; he spoke about
the work of the Kings Fund
and the kinds of projects that
it funds. He also expressed his
great satisfaction with the sur-

vey, as well as the readiness of
his  organisation to consider
funding health projects built
on the survey findings.

Dr. Sally Hargreaves, Di-
rector of Public Health at
Kensington, Chelsea and
Westminister Health Authori-
ty then gave very positive
feedback on the Study, saying
that as someone with a back-
ground in health research her-
self, she is well placed to ap-
preciate just how good the
study is. She emphasised the
importance of communities
like our own undertaking their
own research projects, both
because we are in the best po-
sition to access our communi-
ty needs, and because we need
to provide reports like these to
back up our applications for
funding. She also emphasised
the role that community or-
ganisations such as our own
can play in influencing deci-
sion makers in the field of
public health, lobbying them
to fund and develop services
which are more suited to the
needs of our communities. She
also expressed her support for
the recommendations pub-
lished in the study, particular-
ly because they are looking to
utilise existing skills and re-
sources within our own com-
munities. Nevertheless, she
said, this should not stop us
from knocking on the doors of
statutory organisations for
funding for our projects.

Dr. Rizgar Amin MRC

Psych, Consultant psychiatrist
at Central Middlesex Hospital.
then congratulated the Health
Resource Centre on the publi-
cation of the report whose
he said, were very

findings,

interesting but not at all sur-
prising. He spoke about the
experiences of Iraqgis over the
last few decades, covering the
pain of the refugee experience
as well as the difficulties of
establishing new lives in this
country. He welcomed the de-
gree of openness of the survey
respondents about mental
health issues, given that this is
still an area of some taboo and
embarrassment in Iragi socie-
ty. He described how path-
ways of care can be affected
by many factors, and that of-
ten psychological interven-
tions rematn fruitless until
fundamental day to day con-
cerns such as immigration
problems, racial harassment,
are resolved. He also de-
scribed how the mental health
needs of refugees can be ne-
glected, with some health
workers seeing psychological
disturbances as a natural con-
sequence of what refugees
have been through, with no re-
sultant need to follow up or re-
fer. He alse made the impor-
tant point that the survey
sampled only a very small
proportion of the Iragi com-
munity in London: for exam-
ple, the total number of survey

"'VJ\)'!
€

Iragi Community Association
Health Resource Centre

Health Needs Assessment Study

of the Iraqi
Community in London

1998-1999
Dr. Shatha Jafur

Reviewed by:

Dr. Rizgar Amin MRC Psych (Consultant Psychiatrist)

Dr. Amer tiosin {Senior Lecturer in the University of North | ondon)
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Traumatic Stress Disor-
der. He found the study
to be valuable, focussed
and well-structured,
highlighting  important
areas of concern for the
community and for
healthcare providers. He
expressed the importance
of focussing on the im-
plementation of the rec-
ommendations, particu-
larly in relation to mental
health problems and
counselling services. He
described clearly the way
in which mental health
problems are  being
passed down through the
generations, and also
highlighted the way in
which  mental health
problems within families
are affecting children's

respondents in Brent was 38,
yet Dr. Amin has more than
38 Iragi psychiatric patients
from Brent on his books
alone.

Finally he congratulated
the Health Resource Centre
and particularly Di. Shatha Ja-
far for carrying out such an
important study, also acknowl-
edging that he has no easy an-
swers on the complicated in-
terventions required to put the
study's recommendations nto
practice.

Dr. Amer Hosin, Senior
Lecturer at the University of
North London, then gave his
feedback from a general stand-
point, and also from his back-
ground of research into Post

language and other de-
velopment. In addition to de-
veloping services to address
these problems, he also de-
scribed the need for more de-
tailed research to explore the
mmpact of the refugee experi-
ence on child and family de-
velopment.

During the conference, Dr.
Shatha Jafar gave a brief sum-
ming up of the findings of the
study, and members of the au-
dience raised many interesting
points for further discussion
and development. We would
like to thank everybody who
participated in the Conference,
and offered their thoughts,
opinions and experiences to
the already considerable find-
ing of the study.

UK short of

‘housing for 36000

asylum seekers

The Government’s plans
for dispersing asylum-seekers
throughout the country are in
chaos, with only 4 000 places
being found instead of the
40 000 expected.

A report drawn up by the
Local Government Associa-
tion, which is administering
the programme, warned yes-
terday that councils were re-
fusing to offer housing to asy-
lum-seekers to any extent near
the numbers required. It is be-
lieved that, with election in
many council areas in May,
local authorities are fearful of
agreeing to take in asylum
seekers when it could lead to
increases in council tax. The
report warns that local author-
ities expect to spend £300m
on asylum seekers in the year
to March, while the Home Of-
fice has only budgeted for

£210m. Part of the shortfall is
likely to be passed on to coun-
cil tax payers.

The dispersal programme,
which is designed to reduce
the numbers of asylum seek-
ers being supported by local
authorities in London and the
South East, began on a volun-
tary basis on 1 December
1999. By | April 2000, when
the Home Office takes over
the programme under the Im-
migration and Asylum Act,
the Government hopes to be
dispersing 6500 asylum seek-
ers a month. However local
pressures on housing and fears
over costs have made councils
reluctant to come forward.
The area to provide the most
accommodation so far is
Yorkshire and Humberside,
which has offered 1 100.

Under the voluntary pro-

gramm, some asylum seekers
are already being moved out
of the South East. In the past
two months, 296 have been

- rehoused in the North West,

and 157 in Yorkshire and
Humberside. However prob-
lems are already arising with,
for example, Immigration Of-
ficers reluctant to travel to
make assessments of asylum
seekers. The report also warns
that housing associations and
private landlords may be re-
luctant to take part in the pro-
gramme, and that the £220 a
week grant being paid by the
Govermnment to councils for
each family of asylum- seek-
ers was “‘grossly inadequate”.

The Home Office, howev-
er, insisted that its arrange-
ments were on track to run
from 1 April. A spokeswoman
said that it was still in negotia-
tions with private sector bid-
ders, and it is hoped that con-
tracts would be awarded next
month. One of the accommo-
dation projects being planned
was the creation of a “holding
centre” at Oakington Barracks
near Cambridge.

(from an article in the
Independentd 28/1/2000)
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Iragi, Arab and other com-
munities in London made an
early start on welcoming in the
new Millennium with a three
day festival in December 1999-
July 2000, featuring workshops,
seminars, social events, film and
fashion shows artistic and musi-
cal performances.

In line with one of the festi-
val's main objectives, the Open-
ing Ceremony on 2nd Decem-
ber at West London's Kufa
Gallery honoured _the contribu-
tion of Iraqi, Arab, British and
other individuals to the Iraqi
community in this country, and
recognised their role in further-
ing Arab-British understanding.
Over 150 people from a wide

e

April 14th 2000:
Creative Arts and Music

range of interests and back-
grounds attended the Ceremony,
during which awards were pre-
sented to these key individuals;
at the same time the ICA recog-
nised the importance of every

contribution, however small,
and offered its appreciation to
all those who have offered any
of their time and energy to im-
proving the welfare of the com-
munity here.

On Day Two, a social and
cultural evening on 3rd Decem-
ber filled Acton Town Hall to
bursting point, Featuring the fa-
mous Iraqi singer Thsan al-
Imam, Kurdish, Assyrian and
Arabic music from the Babel
group led by Hikmet, Iraqgi folk-

Poetry Exhibition, games,
competitions, party featuring
singers and dancers from diverse

lore songs from Hashim al-
Saadi and Ru'ya Chali, folk
dancing from the Samiramis
Dance Troupe, and and Irish
folk band, the party provided
something for everybody. At
only £3.00 entrance, it also pro-
vided a rare opportunity for
those struggling on low incomes
to enjoy an excellent night's en-
tertaimment in the heart of their
own community.

Day Three of the Festival on
Sunday 5th December featured
a Festival and Charity Fair, also
at Acton Town Hall. Stall sell-
ing arts and crafts or publicisng
different community groups and
activities were a strong feature,
as well as an Tragi Book Fair,

Fashion Shows fea-

turing  traditional
Iragi and Kurdish
dress, and Chil-

dren's Art Exhibi-
tions. A second part
{ of the day focussed
2| on another objective
.| of the Festival; that
|of recognising the
| contribution of Iraqi
|culture and civilisa-
ion to present-day
society, presenting a
positive reflection of
‘pt a time when it is
Iy| to be associated only
| with war, brutality
#5g and destruction,
=4 The well-known
film-maker and historian Mr.
Michael Wood presented his
film about Iraqi culture and heri-
tage "Legacy”, and afterwards
there was a very interesting dis-
cussion and exchange of views.

Workshop at Kufa Gallery. back 4 This was followed by a lecture
June 2000: HESETOURNES. on Sumerian Astronomy, deliv-
. : ered by Mr. Chris-
T ot o f A Y tolel Wl head
Film "Legacy" International Women's Day | of the West Asiatic
about the culture : D epartment at the
and heritage of On the occasmn'of International Women's Day (8th | British Museum.
Iraq, followed by | March) this event will highlight women's contributions in Many of = the
questions and the fields of literature, art and culture. It will include poetry | monthly events due
discussion. and short story recitals, a short play, Arabic and Kurdish | to take place
July 2000: fashion shows, a slide show, music and dance. throughout the year
_ The Women's Festival Steering Group invites the input, | 2000 will maintain
Summer Festival: | coniributions and ideas of all Iraqi and Arab women, in or- | this positive focus,
3-day event der that some of their cultural and artistic creativity can be | featuring  seminars
feamfmg , released by means of this important women's event. and workshops on is-
Open-Air Festival, The event will take place at the Kufd Gallery, West- | sues of artistic, pro-
Egﬁ?gigézil;w bourne Grove, West London, between 5 and 9pm on the |fessional and aca-
i :

Children's Art &

@ening of Saturday 11th March.

// demic interest.

Asylum Seekers up 55%

as backlog grows

A record number of more than 71 000 asylum seekers
arrived in Britain last year, according to official figures
published recently, which also show that the backlog of
those already here waiting for their cases to be decided
has broken through the 100 000 mark for the first time.

The statistics show the number of people seeking asy-
lum rose to 71 160 in 1999, an increase of 55% compared
with 46 015. The number of asylum seekers coiming from
Irag also rose, from 1295 in 1998 to 1795 in 1999. For
full details of the ten countries currently producing the
most refugees, please refer to the table below.

The figures were announced as a report from the Com-
mons public accounts committee attacked the Home Of-
fice for allowing the backlog to build up, and voiced con-
cern that it will continue to grow.

The report said “The continuing backlog of cases
awaiting processing by the Immigration and Nationality
Directorate has caused enormous personal distress to hun-
dreds of thousands of applicants and their families. It is
deplorable that these have continued for so long and that,
even if the Directorate’s present target for clearing asylum
cases is met, these very large backlogs are likely to con-
tinue to grow in the immediate future rather than de-
crease”.

The MPs blamed the delays on the Home Office being
“too ambitious” and on inadequate management when it
decided to move the Directorate’s Headquarters at the
same time as undertaking a complex computerisation pro-
Ject.

The figures show that 7 180 new applications were re-
ceived in December but the number of decisions made fell
to 2 320 with 22% of applicants granted refugee status or
allowed to stay with Exceptional Leave. A wait of 10
months is regarded as typical.

The backlog now stands at 102 870 compared with 64
770 at the same time last year. This increase is partly ac-
counted for by the organised airlift of refugees from Ko-
sovo last summer, as Downing Street pointed out, reiterat-
ing that the increase in asylum seekers “was not a problem
unique to Britain”. Nick Hardwick, the Chief Executive of
the Refugee Council, also stressed this point, saying that
the Kosovo conflict last year had been the most serious in
Europe since the war, and that the rising number of asy-
lum seekers reflected the rising levels of human rights
abuse and political persecution. Despite the dramatic in-
crease in figures for asylum seekers entering Britain last
year, UN figures still show that Britain took far fewer asy-
lum applications per 1000 population than many smaller
European countries. Switzerland had 5.8 applications per
1000 population compared with 1 per 1000 in Britain.

(from an article in The Guardian 26/1/2000)
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