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In this issue of Young Voices, we have some articles sent in by
Young Voices readers: memories of Irag, a poem, and information
about what's going on this summcr. [ £ you have anything you'd
like to send in - a story, a point of vicw, a game or quiz, a gripe
about school, a film review, an article about your favourite band -
or anything else you want to write about - then YOUNG VOICES
wants to hear from you.

Narcissus was very vain,
always looking in the mirror.

I1e saw a girl and broke her heart, _
he thought he was too good for her.

Echo was a young nymph,
who sang to Hearer.

She found out Echo was hiding an affair from her,
so she punished her.

As her punishment,
she would be mute.
The only words she could say
of every sentence the last two.

Echo saw Narcissus,
she thought he was cute.
She could not speak to him,
' only repeat his last two words.

e got annoyed,
he got really ticked off.
He insulted Aphrodite the Goddess of Love,
who made him fall in love with his own reflection.

By the pond you will see the narcissus flower,
staring at its reflection, hour upon hour.

!r*****************************1}*

Written by Fawaz, aged 12.

\ J

Narcissus 7

-~ %
MEMORIES OF IRAQ

[ remember smelling the fresh air as 1 walked along the
Shatt-Al-Arab in my homeland, Iraq.

How | miss the sunshine and the warm brecze blowing
through my hair as I strolled along enjoying the company of
my family. I long to see the palm trees around me again,
and feel that I am truly at home.

Not a day goes by without e praying to do all these things
again, hopefully that day is not far away...........

Qy Rafeef Kadhum aged 15.
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SUMMER EVENTS

AND ACTIVITIES

International Children’s Day 1 June

will be celebrated here by a Festival for young peo-
ple. So bring your friends and make it a day to re-
member. There’ll be games, music, food and drink,
face painting, and lots more.

Those lazy hazy days of summer....

Remember how it goes? You dump your school bag,
you get out of your ugly school uniform, and just sit
back and look forward to six fantastic weeks of no-
school, no ‘Yes Miss, No Sir’ lazing around....... but
just ten short days later you’re bored out of your mind.

So what do you do? Write your life story? Run the
London Marathon? Go round the world in eighty
days? Or vegetate in the house, moaning how bored
you are and driving your mum crazy11?

If this sounds like you, you need to get up, get out and
get a life! And you need look no further than your
friendly ncighbourhood Iraqi Community Association.
Interested in camping in the countryside? Night walks
in the woods, singing and dancing round an open fire?
Or what about getting some friends together, hiring a
yacht, and going sailing on the open seas? We can
help you make it happen, just write to us at Young
Voices letting us know what you'd really like to do in

the summer, and we'll do our best to sort it out. J

\
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discrimination or prejudice against any group.
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The Iraqi Community Association aims to promote the health and welfare of the Iraqi and
wider Arabic speaking communities in London, representing and serving individuals without
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The sixth round of English for Speakers of Other
Languages/Basic Computer Training for adults will Who Needs To Learn
begm in May. The ICA has been successfully run- 2Ty ?
ning these courses in co-ordination with the Ref- E ng lish
ugee Training Partnership since September 1997.
The training courses are continuing to be of great “If someone asks me “Why are you learning
benefit to the community, playing a vital role in the English?”what will my answer be ?
whole process of resettlement and building in- ’
dependent, empowered lives in this country. All There are two reasons to learn English. The
participants are requzred to compile a portfolio of main reason is that I can’t speak English or un-
their work, and receive NVQ Level 2 upon comple- derstand what people are talking about. I need
tion of the course. ' ; the English language when I feel ill so I can ex-
plain my problem to the doctor. I need it to go
Below are some excerpts of articles wrilten by stu- somewhere, to read the newspaper and under-
dents on the course; two students explain their mo- stand T.V. programmes, elc.
tivation for committing themselves to the course, ‘
and another compares London to his home town of The second reason is that I like the English lan-
Sulaimaniya: guage. I studied English, especially English
grammar, at school. I read some English stories
i I started the class at the Iraqi. Community As- when I finished secondary school.-
| sociation to improve my English as much as pos- . :
i sible. I studied English in Iraq, but still my Eng- k When I came to London I found it was difficult
| lish is not good enough to get a good job. I have | to understand English. I decided to learn Eng-
| two children and when they grow up I want them lish, so I began to take English classes. I think
i to know that their mum can do something; that i this course is very useful because it makes me
: she can work and do well in this country. I also | i remember what I have forgotten and learn new
i want to give something to my new society.” i things. This course has woken up my sleeping
! | .1 brain.”

“A Comparison Between My Country
and London....”

“First of all, London is the capital of the second
strongest country in the world, and my city Su-
laimaniya is just a city in the north of Iraq.
Therefore there are many many differences be-
tween London and my city, for example London
is much bigger and more crowded than Su-
laimaniya. The weather in my city in summer is
much hotter than London’s. Travelling in London
is easier than travelling in my city, but the air in
London is much more polluted.”

Student on the Arabic “ A “ Level Course
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Eid and Nawruz celebrations a big success

Over 350 people attended a party organised by the Iraqi Community Association to celebrate Eid and Naw-
ruz. The party took place on Saturday March 20th at Hammersmith Town Hall, and was a great opportunity
Jor communities to come together and enjoy good food, good company, music and dancing. Singers and mu-
sicians from the Iraqi and Kurdish communities, including Ibrahim Sheikani, Jafar Hasan, Ihsan Al-Imam,
Tha’er, and Nofal and his group, made a wonderful contribution to the evening, and the ICA would like to
kthank them and everybody else who participated for making the event such a success.
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Eid and
Nawruz
celebrations

Second Festival of the Iraqi
Community on May 30th

The second festival of the Iraqi community will bring together a
wide range of community groups and individuals, to celebrate the
positive achievements of the community. The festival is to take
place at Hammersmith Town Hall on 30th May, and all are wel-
come. There will be talks, exhibitions, food, music, arts and
crafts  stalls and much  much more.

Community Seminars

The ICA recently hosted a series of information-giving seminars
on Housing Problems in this country, as well as Women’s Train-
ing and Employment issues.

These seminars are an excellent opportunity for the community to
inform and empower themselves on important issues which affect
their daily lives. :

Any ideas/suggestions for future seminars would be welcomed
here at the ICA offices.

International Children’s Day

will be a chance for kids and young people in the com-
munity to meet up and have some fun.

A Children’s Festival on 1st June will be action-packed
with games and activities; there’ll be competitions, races,

~ the chance to win prizes, have your face painted, the list

is endless....so make sure you’re there!

The ICA Summer Festival

will be another chance for community members of all
ages and their friends to meet up in an atmosphere of cel-
ebration and enjoyment. There’ll be something there for
everybody, so look out for more information about this

festival which will take place at the end of July.

Summer Trips to Seaside Towns
will be taking place in August - contact the ICA office for

further information.

& | _ SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE

RAISING MEDICAL AID FOR IRAQ AND KURDISTAN

Why not get fit this summer, then put your fitness to good use by getting involved in this worthwhile but fun cycle ride?... The ride
will take place around London at the end of August 99, and will cover approximately 30 miles in total. You don’t need to do the full
ride to get involved - if you think you can cycle two miles, then ask people to sponsor you for those two miles. All money raised will
\be distributed via reputable aid organisations. So please contact the ICA office for more information! /
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