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Advance Computers *Summer Special*
Swift Pentium 200MX Processor, 16mb ram. 2.1 HDD
2mb vga card. 24 speed CD. 3.5” floppy DD, sound card

& speakers, 14" monitor. £460.00
Advance Satellite

Manual Motorised System from £260.00

Fully Motorised system from £430.00

For more information please contact us on:

Tel: 0171-923 1011
Fax: 0171-275 8344
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The “Young Voices” page of Al-Muntada is just what it says - a
chance for young people to have their voices heard. Just like in
any other community, young Iragis and Arabs have different
experiences from their parents, and are usually interested in
different things; sometimes “living between two cultures” is really
hard and it seems like no-one understands; and sometimes it can be
really positive, you can take the best of both worlds and leave the
rest behind!

Whatever you're interested in, whatever you’d like to write about,
Young Voices wants to hear from you. It could be a film you’ve

seen, music you like, a book you’ve read, something that’s
happening at school, a joke you’ve heard, something you’re proud
of - or just something that’s bugging you that you want to get off
your chest. Whatever it is, just write in to Al-Muntada; if you're
too shy to put your name to it, just sign it “Outraged of Ilford™ (for
example).

In this issue’s Young Voices, we have an article about
theimportant new changes to the system of awarding student
grants and loans for Higher Education.

ICA'’s First Evening Course in
Journalism

Dr. Sami Thebian , journalist ,
receiving a gratitude letter from Ms
Khawla Al Nashi ICA vice chair , for
his valuable contribution in the
course.

Government Finally Scraps Grants for UK University Students

Following a study undertaken by a Special Committee, the Gov-
ernment has now fulfilled the fears of all those committed to fair
and equal access to Higher Education by undetaking a radical
shake-up of the student grants and loans system. As of the ac-
ademic year 1998/99, all students of Higher Education will have
to contribute towards their tuition fees; and as of 1999/2000, Man-
datory Grants will be scrapped altogether in favour of loans.
Those who began their courses before the academic year 1998/99
will not be affected, and students commencing their studies in
1998/99 will be partally affected by the phased withdrawal of

Student Loans: are available to students under 50 years of age via
the Student Loans Company based at each university. The loans
are repayable on graduation, once the student has found work and
is earning at least £10 000 per annum; repayments are then de-
ducted via the Inland Revenue. In order to qualify for a loan, stu-
dents must have had settled status for at least three years before the
commencement of the course; be recognised as refugees in this
country; or have Exceptional Leave to Remain and have been res-
ident in this country for at least three years before the start of the
course. Students must also be studying on one of the following

Mandatory Grants, as demonstraied by the table below:!types of course: a BSc, BA, or BEd course or Diploma in
Academic Year Maximum Grant Maximum Loan Maximum Fee Contribution
In QOutside |Living In Outside | Living
London|London [With Family | London| London [With Family
Before 1998/99 | £2 150 [£1 755 |£1435 £2 085 £1685 | £1290 Paid in full by Local Authority
1998/1999 £1255 | £810 £480 £3 145 £2 735 |£2 325 £1 000 to be paid by student
1999/2000 0 0 0 £3 955 £3 5451 £3 135 £1 000 to be paid by student

The grants and fees are assessed according to the income of the
parents, however the loans assessments are carried out in-
dependently of parents’ income.

: (contd. above)

Higher Education, HND, Post Graduate Certificate of Education, or
other ‘Designated Course’. For further information, please contact the
ICA offices, or the Refugee Education, Training and Advice Services
on 0171 426 5801. :

I N O T S
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#**COMMUNITY NEWS AND**

REFUGEE WOMEN’S LEGAL GROUP
PUBLISH NEW GUIDELINES

The Refugee Women’s Legal Group, which is a coalition of in-
dividuals and organisations concerned with the impact of asylum
and immigration law on women asylum seekers, has published a
booklet called “Gender Guidelines for the Determination of Asy-

Community Mourns the Loss
of a Woman Ahead of her Time -
- the Great Iraqi Actress “Zeinab”.

The Iragi and Arab communities were greatly saddened to hear of the
death in August this year of the great Iragi actress Fakhriyah Abdul-
Karim - “Zeinab”. Zeinab was a courageous, talented woman who em-
braced a career and lifestyle that went against everything in her up-
bringing - and thereby became one of Irag’s most famous actresses, the
star of Iraq’s first film, and the first Iraqi woman to act on the stage.

She was born in the mid-1930s in a small town 200 kilometres south
of Baghdad; life in the region - which was the birthplace of Sumerian,
Akkad and Babylonian civilisation - was still dominated by its own
laws and codes of practice, and regarded a career in acting as far from
respectable, particularly for a woman. However Zeinab chose to follow
her own path, and in the 1950's starred in her first film, “Mr Saeed
Afandi the Respectable”; following the appearance of the film, Zeinab
joinedthe new elite of the theatre and acting world in Iraq. She went on
to star in many films and plays, enjoying great success in the theatre
during the ‘60s and ‘70s; in 1979 she was named Best Iragi Actress,
following her performance in “The House of Bernarda Alba”.

However a talent for acting was not all there was to this intelligent and
independent woman. She was also deeply committed to politics, and
joined the Iraqi Communist Party in the 1950s - part of the reason that
she had assumed a stage name. It was also for this reason that she ex-
iled herself from her country, moving to South Yemen in 1979, when
relations between the Iraqi Communist party and the government start-
ed to seriously deteriorate. She later moved to Syria, finally being
granted asylum and settling in Sweden with her husband the director
Latif Saleh. However she remained optimistic that she would see Iraq
once again, and part of the sadness of her passing is that for her, as for
so many Iraqis, this dream was never fulfilled.

Fakhriyah Abdul-Karim (Zeinab) actress, born 1935;
died August 14 1998.

Tum Claims in the UK”. The RWLG consulted a wide range of ref-
ugee community and other organisations and individuals _in the
drawing up of the Guidelines - including the Iragi Community As-
sociation, which was involved in the planning and launch of the
project. The Guidelines have now been issued, with the stated aim
of “enabling interviewers and decision-makers to apply the Refugee
Convention in a way which embraces the totality of human ex-
perience; and to assert and affirm the rights of women to effective
international protection under UK law.” .

The booklet is available from the RWLG on fax 0171 251 8384, and
is essential reading for anyone involved in or interested in refugee
rights and welfare. ' :

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
& COURSES AT THE ICA

* GCSE and A Level Courses in Classical Arabic will be resuming

soon at the ICA, and will be working hard to repeat the successful
performance of last year’s candidates. All those interested should
contact the ICA as soon as possible.

*Evening classes in ‘oud recital have just started at the ICA, and
will be running for a further three months. Contact the ICA for more
details.

* ESOL and Basic Computer classes are continuing at the ICA, run
in conjunction with the Refugee Training Partnership. Those inter-
ested in joining the next course should contact us in mid-Dec.

* The ICA’s four mother tongue schools are continuing to meet eve-
ry Saturday in Acton, Ealing, Islington and Harrow. Contact us for
the address, or if you already know it, please attend the school di-
rectly to register your children. ;

ICA’S FIRST EVENING COURSE IN
JOURNALISM A SUCCESS

Fourteen adults completed an evening course in the Theory and
Practice of Journalism, which was led by well-known and respected
journalists of the Arab press. All participants were awarded a Certif-
icate of Achievement, and the ICA is now seeking outside accredita-
tion for the course’s achievements. -

* # * * * * * %

* * * * * * * %

RAFIDAIN SCHOOLS APPEALS FUND - SAVE OUR SCHOOLS!

The Iragi Community Association runs mother-tongue Saturday schools in three London Boroughs. The schools serve a vital purpose in bring-
ing the children of the community together in an atmosphere of mutual co-operation and support, in teaching them their own language and cul-
tural heritage, and supporting them to integrate and flourish in their mainstream schools. Most of the children using the schools, for which only
a nominal fee is charged, are from refugee families, and have faced considerable trauma and upheaval in their young lives; many of them con-

tinue to face lives of hardship and disadvantage in this country.

However the schools are facing a dire funding problem which is now threatening their continued existence. We are therefore appealing for any
possible assistance to save our schools, whether it be in the form of private donations, fundraising activities, corporate donations -WHATEVER
you can offer will be greatly appreciated by ourselves and, more importantly, by the children of our communities. Please contact the Rafidain
Schools Appeals Fund, care of the ICA offices, if you feel you can make any contribution to this important and worthwhile appeal.
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Firmer and Faster -
but what about Fairer? (contd)

(3) Support of asylum seekers

The proposals outlined in the Whife Paper concerning the support of asylum seekers
offer the worrying potential for the further marginalisation of refugees from
mainstream society, and the erosion of their autonomy and dignity. The White Paper
also seems to perpetuate the myth that asylum seekers come to the UK to enjoy an
attractive package of benefits. The majority of the Iragi community here, and indeed
of other refugee communities, enjoyed a high standard of living in our countries of
origin, were professionally employed, and would never have chosen to leave. We

worries about the ability of families to manage in a cashless system for an extended
period of time, their total isolation from mainstream society and the consequences this
‘would have for their resettlement, and the vulnerability of asylum seekers’ reception
centres as targets for far right and racist activity. Our first recommendation is that
benefits be restored to all asylum seekers as the most efficient. cost-effective and just
way of providing support. However should the Government decide to continue with
its plans for a cashless system, we recommend that:

Those currently in receipt of benefits or National Assistance remain so;

Certain groups such as families, elderly, people with disabilities, be exempt from
the system;

Access to support arrangements should not be seen as a safety net, nor should
they be based on arbitrary assumptions about community support;

If there has been no decision on the asylum application within the target six
months, the person should then have the right to claim benefits;

The package of support from the Central Agency should incorporate health and
educational support, including ESOL training;

The Government should consider funding the development of support services
outside London, via refugee community organisations or otherwise;

Standards and criteria should be put in place for the reception centres and
resettlement areas, which should be strictly monitored and adhered to;

The pressing and valid concerns about the management of detention centres be
addressed as a matter of urgency.

(4) Enforcement, Detention and Removals

We are gravely concerned about the proposals to grant increased powers to
Immigration Officers, with no safeguards or accountability. The Police Force has, at
least, the Police Complaints Authority, whatever its weaknesses; and even then
serious abuses of power and racism within the force seem to be rife. To give
Immigration Officers the power to stop and search without any safeguard or curb on
their actions would be a serious infringement of civil liberties; most likely these
powers would be exercised in a discriminatory manner against Black and minority
ethnic people, and would have a highly detrimental effect on race relations.We
therefore oppose this measure most strongly. We also fundamentally oppose the
use of detention for people who have not committed any crime.

Although the White Paper does propose limiting the use of detention, we would
like to see the Government commit itself to NEVER detaining unaccompanied
children: where there is uncertainty about age, presumption should be made in
favour of the child. We would also recommend the assessment of age and
vulnerability by independent experts, when detention is being considered. The
move away from prisons is also welcome, but there remain serious concerns
about the staffing and training in detention centres, concerns which we
recommend the Government addresses as a matter of urgency.

In conclusion, we welcome this opportunity to participate in the consultation process;
we hope that there will be future opportunities for ourselves, for refugees, and for
other refugee community groups and organisations to contribute their opinions,
knowledge and experience to the formation of this important legislation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, :

Yours sincerely

Emad Salman
Director ICA

‘recommend that the Government review its proposals in this light, and raise particular |

|

Immigration Solicitor Jane Coker
delivers community seminar on
Government White Paper

More than 70 members of the Iraqi and Arab communities attended a

‘seminar hosted by the Iraqi Community Association’s Welfare Sec-

tion, in which .the well-known immigration solicitor Ms Jane Coker
talked to the community about the Government’s Asylum and Im-
migration White Paper “Fairer, Faster, Firmer”.

Most of the discussion centred around the practical consequences for

asylum seekers and refugees already living in this country, some of

which have already come into effect. Some of the main points can be

'summarised as follows:
|

- those with Refugee Status have the right to apply for Indefinite
Leave to Remain immediately, and those who are recognised as ref-
ugees in the future will be given ILR straight away (rather than having

‘to wait four years as previously);

-~ those with Exceptional Leave to Remain will now only have to wait
four years to apply for ILR, rather than the previous seven; however

those with ELR will still have to wait four years before becoming en-

titled to Family Reunion, and those who already have ELR will only
‘benefit partially, according to when their ELR was first granted;

- those who applied for asylum before 1.7.93 and who are still to re-

ceive an initial decision will be automatically graned Indefinite Leave|,

to Remain;

those who applied for asylum between 1.7.93 and 31.12.95 and
who are still to receive an intial decision will receive brief con-
sideration of their case, and will most likely be granted Exceptional
Leave to Remain, provided that there is some evidence to say they
have put down roots here, or have some exceptional family or com-
passionate circumstances. How this is to be proved is still unclear,
and how this will affect single isolated applicants is also unclear.
Everybody in this category is strongly advised NOT to contact the
Home Office regarding their claim; the Home Office will deal with
it automatically in due course. While this decision to give a whole
category of applicants only cursory consideration will benefit
many, others who would have been granted Refugee Status with a
fuller consideration of their claim will lose out.

- the rules for naturalisation will remain basically the same, how-
ever written reasons for the refusal of British Citizenship will now
be given.

M
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“Firmer and Faster -
but what about Fairer?”’

. The Ifaqi Community Association protests to the Government
about its Immigration and Asylum White Paper

The Iraqi Community Association has written to the Home Office to protest most strongly about the proposed changes to asylum and im-
migration law and practice, as outlined in the Labour Government’s White Paper “Fairer, Faster, Firmer”.

A few of the proposed changes (some of which are already in practice) have superficially improved the lot of asylum seekers and refugees
in this country, particularly those concerned with reducing the backlog and waiting times for asylum applications; however the vast ma-
jority will serve to further erode the basic Human Rights and entitlements of refugees and asylum seekers, should they become law. The
rights, entitlements, autonomy, independence and dignity of those already in this country will be severely affected; and the opportunities
for asylum seekers fleeing persecution and torture to reach safety in this country will be further reduced.

The Iraqi Community Association, along with many other refugee community organsiations alarmed by the proposed changes, has taken
advantage of the Government’s Consultation Process to submit its response, its fears and concerns about the White Paper to the Home
Office. This letter, whch outlines our main points of concern, is published below, and has been sent to the Parliamentary Committee on
Human Rights, to specific MPs concerned with human rights issues, and to our local MPs as well as to the Home Office. As an organ-

isation striving to protect the human rights of our own and other refugee communities, we can only hope that the Consultation Process is a
true one that takes our fears, hopes, points of view and experiences seriously. ‘

B

TRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE, 241 KING STREET, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON W& 9LP

Tel: 0181 741 5491 , Fax: 0181 748 9010
CHARITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 802662

Liz McCarty

Strategy and Legislation Team
Immigration and Nationality Directorate
6" Floor

Whitgift Centre - Block A

15 Wellesley Road

CROYDON CR93LY

Dear Ms McCarty,

Re: Government Review of Asylum: Fairer, Faster, and Firmer

I am writing to you from the Iragi Community Association, which is a registered
charity established in 1987; we are a totally non-political organisation, and our aim is
to promote the health and welfare of the Iragi and Arab communities in this country. [
am now writing to you with our response to the proposals outlined in the Government
White Paper “Fairer, Faster, Firmer”.

Although we welcome some of the proposals of the White Paper, we have grave
concerns about large parts of it, the most important elements of which I shall outline
below:

(1) Pre-Entry Controls

We are deeply alarmed at the proposals for increased pre-entry controls, which would
effectively make it impossible for many refugees to escape the country of persecution,
to access the UK and make an asylum application. This would have terrible
implications for the individuals concemed, would go against all the principles of
Human Rights, and would seriously undermine the UK’s commitment to the 1951
United Nations Convention. An example of this is the proposed sirengthening of the
Carriers’ Liability Act, which would not only be totally inappropriate, it would deny

the genuine problems and dangers refugees face in obtaining legitimate documents
from oppressive and brutal regimes and would jeopardise the lives of those who
cannot obtain legal documentation. The UN Convention itself clearly states that the
use of false papers to obtain entry should not affect a person’s asylum application.
Ironically many asylum seckers who have managed to escape with genuine
documents are then disbelieved on the basis that they cannot possibly be at risk from
authorities that have issued them with passports: truly a no-win situation.

We are therefore recommending that the Government look again at the whole
issue of Pre-Entry Controls in the light of peoples’ basic Human Rights, rather
than (rying to construct as many ways as possible to keep people out. Refugees
are not people who choose to leave their families, friends, livelihoods; many have |
been held in detention, have undergone torture, seen friends and family killed,
with escape being the only means of survival - this is going on all over the world,
not just in Iraq, and is well-reported and documented. We are therefore asking
the Government to review its propesals for Pre-Entry Controls in the light of the
1951 UN Cenvention to which it is a signatory, which sets out people’s basic -
Human Right to seek asylum from persecution.

{2) Asylum Procedure 3
The White Paper aims to address the problems of the delays and backlog of the
current decision-making system. While this is welcome, we have concerns that this =
should not be done at the expense of the due process of law: faster does not
recessarily mean fairer, and if the process goes too fast without proper checks and

safeguards, then there is no opportunity for people to do justice to their claim. In

particular we are gravely concemed about the reduction of time for por cases 10

submit further evidence from 28 days to 5 days - anybody who has any dealings with

asylum seekers whatsoever knows that this is an impossible timeframe. It is almost

unheard-of to arrange an appointment with a reputable solicitor within 5 days, is

equally impossible to obtain substantiating documentation in that time, never mind ths

well-known emotional and psychological barriers to presenting the full details of what

are often horrific cases within 5 days of escape and arrival in a new country.

We therefore recommend that the Government reinstitute a standard 28 days
time limit; that it reconsider its proposals in the context of ensuring effective
and fair decision-making in the early stages, and providing for access to
representation at all stages of the process. Confidence in the fairness of the
asylum process could thus be restored, and the number of appeals reduced.

Newsleller




