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ADVANCE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES
LIMITED

Advance Computers *Summer Special*
Swift Pentium 200MX Processor, 16mb ram. 2.1 HDD
2mb vga card, 24 speed CD. 3.5 floppy DD, sound card

& speakers, 14" monitor. £460.00
Advance Satellite

Manual Motorised System from £260.00

Fully Motorised system from £430.00

For more information please contact us on:

Tel: 0171-923 1011
Fax: 0171-275 8344

25 Downham Rd, London N1 5AA
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w0t YOUNG VOICES ****** YOUNG VOICES ****** YOUNG VOICES

The “Young Voices” page of Al-Muntada is just what it says - a seen, music you like, a book you’ve read, something that’s

chance for young people to have their voices heard. Just like in happening at school, a joke you’ve heard, something you’re proud

any other community, young Iragis and Arabs have different of - or just something that’s bugging you that you want to get off
experiences from their parents, and are usually interested in your chest. Whatever it is, just write in to Al-Muntada; if you're-
different things; sometimes “living between two cultures” is really too shy to put your name to it, just sign it “Outraged of Ilford” (for

hard and it seems like no-one understands; and sometimes it can be example). :

really positive, you can take the best of both worlds and leave the

rest behind! In this issue’s Young Voices, we have a reader’s account of a fun

Whatever you’re interested in, whatever you'd like to write about, day out, two articles about the ancient history of Iraq, and the ‘A’

Young Voices wants to hear from you. It could be a film you’ve Level results of the Classical Arabic students at the ICA School.

] | Babylonia

Irag is a country with an ancient
civilization - it lies in South - Western
Asia. Iraq is bordered by Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, Turkey and Iran.
The climate varies in Iraq from extreme,
humid heat in summer in the south to the
cold winter of the northern mountains.
There are two great rivers, the Tigris and
Euphrates, which flow south-eastwards
through Iraq into the Gulf. Iraq’s main
product and export is petroleum, which has
been found in many places in the country.
Iraq has been the home of many great East, for a long time.
civilizations including the Sumerian, : : By 540 B.C the whole of Babylonia was ruled by Cyrus,
Assyrian and Babylonian. s - the King of Persia.

Ithar Malik Ithar Malik

Babylon was a city on the river Euphrates. Quarrels
between the Sumerian cities gave Babylonians their
opportunity to conquer the neighboring tribes in about
2000 B.C. The most famous Babylonian king,
Hammurabi (1711-1669 B.C), was the first to draw up a
code of law for his people. It covered an enormous range
of subjects: property, military service, banking, the legal
rights of women and children and many other topics.
Hammurabi was a poet and scholar and built up an
enormous library, Babylonian weights and measures, their
currency and their language spread all over the Middle

. . s G6A 9 =

A Tri D to Rams gate Outstanding Resplts_ for Arabic “A” Level Students :
Students who sat the Classical Arabic A Level this summer after studying at the Iragi Com-

munity Association school achieved an almost 100% success rate. All students worked real-
ly hard and performed exceptionally well; our particular congratulations go to Arij Al-
Soltan, who achieved an outstanding A Grade, and was apparently among the best of all the
Arabic A Level candidates this year. We would also like to offer our special congratulations
to Saira Afzal and Fairoza Islam, who achieved good results despite the fact that Arabic is
not their mother tongue. The full results are published below:

The sky was overtaken by the colour grey,
the wind was showing it’s mighty strength,
but nevertheless the harshness of the
weather did not stop our cheerful smiles
and laughter on our way to Ramsgate.

Throughout the journey we all clapped,

sang Iraqi songs and even some danced for | Arij Al-Soltan - Grade A Pass Nimat Ismail Al-Kadiri - Grade D Pass
a while. The Iraqi atmosphere overwhelmed | Intisar Hossin - Grade B Pass Anisa Abdisalam Hussain - Grade D Pass
the coach, the jokes, the songs and the | Marwan Khalil Jassim - Grade B Pass Fairoza Bibi Islam - Grade D Pass
laughter. The whole idea of the trip was to | Saira Afzal - Grade C Pass Mazen Jasim - Grade D Pass
bring together Iraqi Youth, in an occasion Mayce Hussain Razak - Grade C Pass Sarmad Al-Asadi - Grade D Pass
to meet and know each other. Dhifaf Auda - Grade C Pass Dahir Abdisalam Hussain - Grade E Pass

g g A big thanks to the John Kelly Schools for all their assistance in registering our students for
After two hours of delight, we arrived at the exam- and all those interested in sitting for Arabic GCSE and A Level in Summer ‘99

Ramsgate and the weather was still not on | should contact the ICA as soon as possible, as the new course will be commencing soon.
our side. We spent our time touring the city

but most of the time we all played in the
arcades, and had a game of football.

On our way back to London our tiredness
took over but we cherished the brilliant
time we all had together.

I must use this opportunity to thank
Al-Muntada, Emad, Munaff and everyone
who came and made the trip successful.

In the near future we hope that there will be
another trip, with large numbers of Iragi
Youths, and better weather.

e

Enar Malik

Singing&Dancing in Eastbourne - on a day trip for 300 people organised by the ICA.
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(4) The Asylum Procedure & Appeals Procedure -*****]OB VACANCY AT THE ICA®*%%%*

The ICA in conjunction with the Refugee Training Partnership
are looking for an experienced teacher for an ESOL/IT course
|starting in September ‘98. The contract is for twelve weeks and
the hours are 20 per week. Applicants should have a TEFL or
, equivalent certificate, and D33 or D34 Assessor or Verifier
*those granted Exceptional Leave to Remain will have to wait four | |Award. Immediate application by CV only please to:

years to apply for Indefinite Leave to Remain rather than seven. ICA 241 King Street LONDON W6 9LP. Tel 0181 741 5491.

sl sfe sk she ke ke sk ke ok s e cke sl e e che sl sheske che sl sl che sle sl sl s sl e she sl e sl sl e o

The White Paper proposes the following changes to Refugee Status and
Exceptional Leave to Remain:

*with immediate effect, asylum seekers granted Refugee Status will be
granted Indefinite Leave to Remain;

However those with Exceptional Leave to Remain will continue to
suffer the hardship of having to wait four years before applying for

Family Reunion. COURSES FOR REFUGEES

The White Paper also proposes the following change to the asylum pro- AND ASYLUM SEEKERS
cess:

* that any additional representations after the initial asylum interview NVQ_LEVE_L_3 IN ADV_ICE oo RETAS
be presented within five days rather than the current 28. The Refugee Education Training and Advisory Service

is offering a new and exciting course for refugees and asylum seek-

This will have a drastic effect on the ability of asylum seekers to f;sggl%‘t;:v: i{;?gnea?; fﬁﬂgg,ﬁi:g véizl%zi:t%oindﬁgiw“?ﬁlldt}ék g
present their claims; in their first five days, the vast majority of . e %
asylum seekers will be taken up with the basic necessities of se- fur ek comise Bromming on Seplember 11t “98; Sollowed by 2

" food: £ l bl iSoalad twelve week placement. The course is free, and travel expenses and
curing roof and food; very few will be able to secure any legal ad- | ;¢ childcare costs will be met. For further information, contact

vice or support within such a short time span. Sead Ajanovic at RETAS on 0171 426 5806.
ACCESS TO COUNSELLING TRAINING

The current appeals process is a shambles, and the procedure is very

. i The British Red Cross is running an Access to Counselling Train-

CompicE. Se e Raper proposc; ing Scheme for the academic year 1998/99. This scheme enables
* : : : - refugees in the UK to access higher eduation courses in Counselling
RS GND sl PROCCIS PEINERY SV Ing Oy Sl tlen and Psychotherapeutic Skills. It acknowledges the vital work of in-
*more appeals on written documentation only rather than oral hearings; dividuals in refugee community groups in providing linguistically

and culturally appropriate mental health services to their own com-

*all asylum cases to receive a final decision on appeal within six munities, and acknowledges the extensive skills amongst refugee

: groups.
P (e clalm, The scheme offers a limited number of sponsored places provided

s . o2 ; by leading London colleges on part-time academic courses for 1
Speeding up and simplifying the appeals process is welcome, but yZar, cand%dates must pos?css: P

the quality and fairness of the system and its decisions must be of | % refugee status or ELR;

an equally high priority. * a proficient level of written and spoken English;
* experience of using counselling in their own community;

WHITE PAPER CONSULTATION * ongoing involvement in their community.

For further information, please contact the ICA offices.

& LEGISLATION NVQ COURSES AT THE REFUGEE COUNCIL
The consultation period lasts until 30 October 1998; during this pe- | The Refugee Council is offering the following full-time courses;
riod, all interested parties should campaign hard to change the things the courses are work-based and are designed as part of the govern-
they are unhappy with and get the best possible deal for refugees.After | ment’s training programme. To be eligible, you must have been un-
the consultation period has ended, the Government will draw up an employed for at least 26 weeks, and must be at least 25 years old.
Asylum and Immigration Bill; as the Bill passes through Parliament, | * Tutor Training

there will be more opportunitTkay for campaigning and lobbying. Then * Health & Social Care Training NVQ Levels 2&3
it will be voted through Parliament, probably in Summer 1999, with * IT Training NVQ Levels 2&3

any new measures likely to come into force in Winter 1999. * Accountancy Training NVQ Level 4
(Based on Refugee Council publications and other sources). For further details, contact the ICA or the Refugee Council.
* * * * * * * * * * * * ¥ * * * * * * *

RAFIDAIN SCHOOLS APPEALS FUND - SAVE OUR SCHOOLS!

The Iragi Community Association runs mother-tongue Saturday schools in three London Boroughs. The schools serve a vital purpose in bring-
ing the children of the community together in an atmosphere of mutual co-operation and support, in teaching them their own language and cul-
tural heritage, and supporting them to integrate and flourish in their mainstream schools. Most of the children using the schools, for which only
a nominal fee is charged, are from refugee families, and have faced considerable trauma and upheaval in their young lives; many of them con-
tinue to face lives of hardship and disadvantage in this country.

However the schools are facing a dire funding problem which is now threatening their continued existence. We are therefore appealing for any
possible assistance to save our schools, whether it be in the form of private donations, fundraising activities, corporate donations -WHATEVER
you can offer will be greatly appreciated by ourselves and, more importantly, by the children of our communities. Please contact the Rafidain

Schools Appeals Fund, care of the ICA offices, if you feel you can make any contribution to this important and worthwhile appeal.




English Supplement
untada

NO 49 August 1998

|

IRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

PALINGSWICK HOUSE, ; A 5 e
241 KING STREET, HAMMERSMITH. of the Iragi Community Association
Tel: 0181- 7415491 Fax: 0181-748 9010 Newsletier
CHARITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 802662 -
Page 15 '

THE GOVERNMENT’S IMMIGRA-
TION & ASYLUM WHITE PAPER

The Government has now published its Immigration and Asylum
White Paper, called “Fairer, Faster and Firmer: a Modemn Ap-
proach to Immigration and Asylum.” The consultation period on
the White Paper lasts until 30 October 1998, and as a result new
legislation is expected to go through in early 1999.

The proposed changes have been announced against a backdrop of
chaos, unfairness and astounding inefficiency and delay in the cur-
rent asylum system. However, while some of the changes pro-
posed in the White Paper are positive, others risk making the sys-
tem even more chaotic, cumbersome, costly, and inhumane.

The White Paper covers the whole process of seeking asylmﬁ in
the UK, and covers some 44 separate proposals; a brief outline of
the major points is given below:

(1) Dealing with the Backlog

There are currently 52 000 asylum seekers awaiting a first decision
on their claim - around 10 000 have been waiting since 1993 or be-
fore, and around 20 000 from between July 1993 and the end of
1995; over 21 000 asylum seekers are awaiting appeal verdicts.
The Government proposes to deal with this backlog by:

* granting Indefinite Leave to Remain to all those whose applica-
tions were made prior to 1.7.93 and who have yet to-receive an in-
itial decision;

* grant asylum seckers who applied between 1st July 1993 and
December 1st 1995 who have yet 10 receive an initial decision Ex-
ceptional Leave to Remain; this will not be a blanket decision , but
will be considered on an individual basis, taking account of the de-
lay, compassionate and other exceptional factors; perhaps more
than 20 000 people will fall into  this category;

* ensure that any asylum seeker within the cases backlog who has
received a final refusal on appeal and is subject to a removal or
deportation order will face those orders being carried out;

*reduce the backlog to minimal levels in this way, and aim to be
delivering the first decision within two months of application by
April 2001.

Although these proposals are welcome, using the Govern-
ment’s own figures they will still leave a backlog of over 20 000
cases, and will not even touch the appeals backlog of over 21
000; a major programme of computerisation at the Home Of-
fice has been delayed, and Immigration Office staff are facing
cutbacks, with 271 posts lost last year.

And while some measures have been taken to reform the
Home Office’s “culture of disbelief” - the rate of positive asy-
lum decisions was 33% this year as opposed to 24 % last year -
a lot more needs to be done to improve the fairness of the sys-
tem, for obvious humanitarian reasons, and because poor
quality unfair decisions are easily challenged on appeal, and
add to the backlog and costs of the system.

2 rting Asylum Seekers Awaitin Decision
The Government proposes to reform the current system by:

* taking away any remaining rights to benefits for all new asylum
seckers;

* amending the National Assistance Act 1949 to remove T€-
sponsibility for supporting destitute asylum seekers from local
authority Social Services;

* removing local authorities’ current responsibilities to asylum
seekers under homelessness legislation;

# setting up a new agency to run a new cashless “support in kind”
system for asylum seekers. This national agency, administered
by the Home Office, will allocate accommodation anywhere in
the country - anybody refusing this offer will lose their entitle-
ment to state support. Essential costs, such as ‘phoning so-
licitors, travelling to the Home Office, will be covered; the only
people to be exempt from this system will be unaccompanied ref-
ugee children, who will continue to receive support from local
authorities under the Children Act.

* running the new scheme as a last resort - asylum seekers will
first be expected to find their own means of support, or to look to
their friends, relatives, or communities.

The proposed system is likely to hit asylum seekers badly and
risks building up a massive problem of social exclusion; in
addition, it is the most expensive and complicated system of
support that the Government could have chosen.

Clearly the best, most efficient way to support asylum seekers
is to allow them access to welfare benefits and employment -
allowing asylum seekers to work lets them become self-
sufficient, start rebuilding their lives and dignity, and give
something back to the UK in taxes and skills.

(3) Detention of Asylum Seekers

Currently around 800 asylum seckers are detained in special cen-
tres or prison; the vast majority are not charged with any criminal
offence, do not understand why they are detained, and have no
time limits placed upon their detention; many of those detained

are later granted Refugee Status or ELR. Under the new system:

% the use of detention is to be focussed at the end of the asylum
process, after refusal on appeal;

* all detained asylum seekers will have a hearing after seven days
in detention, at which the possibility of bail will be looked at;
however, bail sureties are likely to remain high;

* a1 detainees will receive written reasons for their detention,
both initially and subsequently at monthly intervals;

*immigration detention places will be expanded and the Govern-
ment will aim to never detain an asylum seeker in prison.
While some of these proposals are clearly welcome, it is not
clear how they will work in practice - for example, no extra
resources have been allocated to ensure that asylum seekers
are detained in detention centres rather than prisons; at the
same time, the Government has made no unequivocal com-
mitment to ending the detention of unaccompanied refugee
children under 18, and continues to view the detention of asy-
lum seekers who have committed no crime as morally and
socially acceptable.

(continued on page 14)
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Iraqi Community Association
Youth and Family Fun Day

Around 200 members of the Iraqi and Arab communities took the opportunity to meet up and enjoy a great day out at the Iraqi Com-
munity Association’s Youth and Family Fun Day, held on 26 July 98 in the grounds of Palingswick House. Although the summer weath-

er was, once again, postponed indefinitely, all of the outdoor activities were able to go ahead as planned. The festival and all its activities
were free to all those who wished to attend. ez ; e e - e '

Children had a great time, playing on the bouncing castle, paint-
ing, drawing, getting their faces painted, and watching cartoons
Young people and teenagers had a chance to meet and catch up
with each others’ news, and those who had attended the ICA’s
Saturday schools received prizes and acknowledgement for all
their hard work. An exhibition of young people’s Arts and Crafts
was on display all day, along with folklore and other exhibitions.

For adults it was a great opportunity to meet up in an atmosphere |
of enjoyment and relaxation, and to enjoy good company, good

music and good food. Free food and refreshments were available

throughout the day, and the festival was open to all who wished .
to attend, Iraqi, Arab and local communities alike. [N

Stalls were available for hire, and many community members had
an extremely productive day selling arts, crafts and other
goods.All in all, it was a great day out for all the family, and we
hope to repeat this successful experience next year.

* STOP PRESS * ‘A’ LEVEL SUCCESS FOR ICA’S CLASSICAL ARABIC STUDENTS *

* % % % SFE “YOUNG VOICES” P13 * * * *

FORTHCOMING EVENTS NEW EVENING COURSES

AT THE ICA AT THE ICA

* Poetry Evening On 28 August 98 5-Week course in Journalism

We are happy to receive as our guest the poet Doctor Adnan Al- | A course in Journalism will be starting at the Iragi Community

Dthahir, well-known for his poetry and work in the field of liter- | Association on Tuesday 1st September; the course will be led by a

ary criticism. During the poetry evening to be held on Friday 28 | well-known Iraqi journalist, and will cover the Basic Principles of

August 98 at 7pm, Doctor Adnan will be speaking about his | Journalism, as well as offering tuition at more advanced levels in

work and reciting extracts from it. The event will take place at | both the theory and practice of Journalism.

the Mandela Room at Palingswick House, and is open to all.
: The course will be held for two evenings a week for a period of five

* ESOL El]gliSh Classes weeks, and the fee for the full course is £15.00. There are a limited

. el s number of places on the course, so all interested parties should
The fourth English and Computer Course, which is funded by S . .
the Refugee Training Partnership, will begin in September 1998. CERIR AR s SRS IO Soan e piuiic
Lasting 12 weeks, NVQ Levels 1&2 will be awarded to can- 5 ;
didates upon successful completion of the course. The Course is 10-Week Course in Fine Art
specifically designed for refugees and asylum seekers who are
18 Id d loyed, and anybody interested ¢ o : el 7
Shoﬁ;}r Sréjfer Otrh:r:r]eslci:ligs L:geTh%o¥é A 325 2033110 a{: 1;(;381';5[)1& There will be a ten week course in Fine Art starting at the beginning

; . . . of October. The course will run for one evening per week, and will
5 Imlﬂlgl'atlon and ASylllm White include the theory and history of art, as well as focussing on practical

1 work. The course is open to all, whether beginners or advanced, and
RS }E gige: s§§ig::2?£n 115t WG ARG the registration fee is just £15.00. Again, there are limited places on
explain the changes angnounced (in the C’;;overnment’sl White the course, so all those interested should contact the ICA offices for
Paper. It will take place on 22nd September 1998 at 7pm at the HATE IR OE D XE ST R

Mandela Hall, and is open to all interested parties. We are s i : .
pleased to welcome once again the well-respected immigration Participants on both courses will be presented with a Certificate

solicitor Ms Jane Coker to lead the seminar. of Achievement on completion of the course.
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