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1RAQI COMMUNITY ASSQCIATION
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ICA organises three mother tmgue classes
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Islington Green School
Prebend Street
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Little Stanmore First & Middle School
St David Drive
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Berrymed Junior School
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Gateway Primery School
Capland Street
London NW8 SLN
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THE SANCTIONS CONTINUE..........
....AND THE SUFFERING GOES ON.

According to the Annual Report of the Human Relief Foundation published
earlier this month, the continuing sanctions against Iraq mean only one
thing: the continued suffering of the innocent and the powerless. The UN
Food and Agricultural Association Report (1996) states that the sanctions
have resulted in the death of over 600 000 children under the age of five.
More than 4,500 children are dying every month from hunger and disease
(UNICEF Oct 1996). This year alone, over 40,000 Iraqi children have died
because of the sanctions.

United Nations Resolution 986, which allowed Iraq to export $2 billion
worth of oil every six months in order to pay for imports of $210 million
worth of medicine has made a negligible difference to the lives of ordinary
Iragis: although the agreement was made one year ago, only ONE PER
CENT of the agreed amount of urgently needed medicine had been allowed

into Iraq by June 1997. This unnecessary bureaucracy has led to the death of
over 50 000 innocent civilians.

The grim reality of the situation is that even if the sanctions were to be lifted

today, it would take Iraq over 30 years to return to anything close to
normality.

IRAQ UNDER THE SANCTIONS -
SOME DISTRESSING FACTS

* 600,000+ children under 5 have died since the
sanctions were imposed ‘ ‘

(United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation)
* More than 23% of all children have stunted growth
* 350 tons of depleted uranium (DU) were dEopped on
Iraq during the war.

DU is known to cause leukemia, and other cancers and
deformities in children
* Up to 95% of pregnant women suffer from anaemia and
are likely to give

birth to underweight, malnourished babies.

* The importation of seeds and fertilisers has been banned
by the sanctions. Before the sanctions, Iraq imported 70%
of its agricultural seed.
* The sanctions have banned he importation of many
desperately needed items, including: anaesthetics, needles,
tyres, spare parts for tractors and other agricultural
machinery.
(from the Annual Report of the Human Relief Foundation)

RAITADIAN |
GACLTINGS

RArdbidan WiLL JOON BE WITH (J AGAIN:
THE K461 COIITYINITT ASISOCIATION JENDS
BEST WISHES FOK RATTADIAN 70 ALL OV
KEADERS IN THE 1ILASIIC COMIFTYNITICS

sponsorship appeal

Al- Muntada newspaper is distributed free of charge to the lmqi, Kurdish and
Arab communities in London, as well as to a wide range of statutory and

voluntary organisations. It is published bi-monthly in both English and Arabic,
and has a readership of over 4000,

Why not take this opportunity to advertise and promote your services by
spo..m'aring our newspaper? Each sponsor will have the opportunity to display
their logo plus a short advertisement on the front page of either the English or
Arabic section. For more information, please contact the Iragi Community
Association on 0181 741 5491. ¥

SEASON S
GRELTINGS

il Ikl CoOrirrInirT ASSOCHITION SINDS SEASON S
GHITIINGS AIND ST WISITES 1 OK A Tidb v, PEACET Y,
AND FROSKITROUS WiW T 10 411 Ol KiADEHS

GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW ASYLUM POLICY

When the new government was elected in May, there were high hopes
that it would act speedily to resolve the chuos caused by the Asylum and
Immigration Act 1996. Since then the Hon:e Secretary Mr Juck Straw has
pledged to seek to develop a more sensitive policy by soliciting a range of
views. He hay set up no fewer than twenty reviews of various aspects of
asylum policy, as well as setting up an inter-departmental team, led by the
Home Office, Department of Health, Department of Environment,
Department of Social Security and the Cabinet Office, to produce a new
proposal for ministers. However the first draft will not be ready until
January 1998, so there will be no improvement in the immediate Suture.
Mr Straw has also ruled out an amnesty for those asylum seekers
currently held at detention centres. Ile said it would be “ unfair that some
bogus claimants may be offered an amnesty along with those who are
pgenuine.” '

And in March 1998 the House of Lords will be reviewing the National
Assistance decision which established the duty on social services
departments to provide food and accommodation to destitute asylunt
seekers; by March it is estimated that approximately 10 000 single adults
will be depending on this crucial safety net. Were it 1o be removed by the
House of Lords, the government would be faced with a daunting
humanitarian dilemma as 10000 people could be rendered homeless aad
destitute overnight. So time could be running out for many members of
our and other refugee communities. If you want to help asylum-seekers in
this situation, why not write to your MP or local councillor.
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AEALTH MATTERS

WORLD AIDS DAY

\Waorld Alds Day on December 1st dawned on two different epidemics.

Epidemic one, in the developed world, sees a disease which has not spread
as fast or as fiercely as first predicied. There are fewer people contracting
HIV (Ihe virus which causes AIDS), and fewer people dying; people with HIV
are living longer and staying healthy longer. These achievements should be
celebrated and are due o preventative health and safe sex campaigns, and
o new combined drug therapies for people with HIV and A\DS.

que\: er epidemic two, in the developing world, is spreading on an almost
unimaginable global scale: last week's UNMorld Health Organisation report
set oul the grim facts: 16 000 people becoming infected EVERY DAY, 30
MILLAON PEOPLE WITH HIV or AIDS, an estimated 2,300,000 PEQPLE
WHO WILL DIE FROM THE VIRUS THIS YEAR - in total, a 50% increase on

_ \ast years figures. Even if a vaccine is discovered, this will not necessarily

help developing countries as fhey usually lack the facilities to store and
distribute them (many vilages \acking the necessary fridges) or even afford
them. The new drugs cost £10 000 per patient per year;, many developing
naftions can onty spend £5.00 PER PATIENT PER YEAR or less.

H(_)wever, even in the face of tnese glaring inequalities of wealth and
privilege, there are still lessons 1o be learned and urgent steps 1o be taken.
Even in the West, PREVENTION has been more successful than cure, and
funds must be made available o stage massive preventative healin and safe
sex campaigns in the developing world. The French are pushing for a world-
wide fund to combal A\DS, and they are right to do so. The biggest threat to
the Third World could be the retreat of AIDS in the West and the
complacency and loss of interest in HIV and AIDS prevention thal would
certainly ensue.

\f you are worried about HIV or AIDS, or would ke more information, you can

get free, confidential and anonymous advice by contacting any of the
following agencies:

Health Resource Centre, raqi Community Association on 0181 741 5494
Naz Project on 0181 741 1879

National AIDS Helpline 0800 567 123

Health Resource Centre

The Health Resource Centre has recently been established within the
Iraqi Community Association; it provides a London-wide healthcare
support and advice service to all members of the Iragi and wider Arab
communities.

Clients can be referred to us or self-refer for initial development and
support work.

Due to the desperate lack of advocacy, translating and interpretation
services, we have developed our own specialist service to ensure our
clients are in a position to access a good standard of healthcare.

The Health Resource Centre can be contacted directly at the ICA
offices.

Invitation

The Iraqi Community Assocation would like to invite all the
readers to participates with their articles in Al Muntada Newspaper.

The Iraqi Community Association
Welfare Advisory Service

offers advice and support to the Iraqi and Arab communities in
the following areas:
(1) Immigratien Advice and Support, including:
i all aspects of the asylum-seeking process
* representing  asylum seekers to the immigration
authorities and following up their cases
referring clients on to reputable immigration lawyers

% intervening on behalf of asylum seekers in detention
abroad | |

* liaising with outside organisations such as UNHCR, Red
Cross, Amnesty International, in pursuance of above

» assisting refugee clients in applying for family reunion-
assisting with and verifying Travel Document
applications

i applying to the Immigration and Nationality Directorate

for extension of clients’ immigration status
2) Benefits Advice and Support, including:
y assistance making benefits claims and advice about

entitlements

* appealing against adverse decisions

5 benefits rules and regulations as applied to asylum
seekers

¥ referral to other agencies eg Social Services, Refugee

Council where there is no entitlement to benefits

3) Support to refugees and asylum seekers, including:

* emotional support to clients who have experienced
imprisonment, persecution  and/or torture

* referring on to specialist agencies, such as the Medical
Foundation for the  Victims of Torture, Nafsiyat,
where appropriate

i developing specialist referral networks where the need
are outside the scope of our organisation

4 Social and Community Support, via:

* a varied programme of social and culfiiral events

* development of the ICA Youth Section and youth events,
summer camp, eic

5 ‘providing social support via a team of committed
volunteers

* publication of monthly newspaper al-Muntada,

advertising cultural and community events, and giving
information about benefits and immigration laws and -
regulations

CHANGESTO THE \CA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Earlier this year, there were a number of changes to the membership of the
\ragi Community Association Management Commitiee. The \CA would iike to
offer s sincere thanks to the outgoing members:

Mr Muman Muna (ex-Chair), Mrs Mubejel Baban (ex-Secretary), and Nr Wahab
Abbas. |

We owe them a debt of gratitude for all their vision, hard work, and
commitment. We are also pleased fo publish details of the current membership,
which is as follows:.

Chair - N Abdul Yan Tawfik
\I\ce-Cha\r Nirs Bedour Mohammed Secretary - Dr Sabah Al-Marit
Treasurer - Wir Emad Jasim Education - Mr Abdul Hadi Thamer
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REFUGEE BLUES

Say this city has ten milllion souls,
Some are living in mansions, some are living in holes:
Yet there’s no place for us my dear, yet there’s no place for us.

Once we had a country and we thought it fair,
Look in the atlas and you’ll find it there:
We cannot go there now my dear, we cannot go there now.

In the old village churchyard there grows an old yew,
Every spring it blossoms anew:
Old passports can’t do that my dear, old passports can’t do that.

The consul banged the table and said,
“If you’ve got no passport you’re officially dead”:
But we are still alive my dear, but we are still alive.

Went to a committee; they offered me a chair;

Asked me politely to return next year:

But where shall we go today my dear, but where shall we go
today?

Came to a public meeting, the speaker got up and said:

“If we let them in, they will steal our daily bread”;

He was talking of you and me my dear, he was talking of you
and me.

Thought I heard the thunder rumbling in the sky;
It was Hitler over Europe saying “They must die”.
O we were in his mind my dear, we were in his mind.

Went down to the harbour and stood upon the quay,
Saw the fish swimming as if they were free:
Only ten feet away my dear, only ten feet away.

Walked through a wood, saw the birds in the trees;
They had no politicians and sang at their ease: '
They weren’t the human race my dear, they weren’t the human race.

Dreamed I saw a building_with a thousand floors,
A thousand windows and a thousand doors:
Not one of them was ours my dear, not one of them was ours.

Stood on a great plain in the falling snow;
Ten thousand soldiers marched to and fro:

Looking for you and me my dear, looking for you and me.
(W H Auden March 1939)

If you have any poems or articles you would like to contribute to the
newsletter, please send them in - we’d be happy to hear from you.
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BAGHDADI TALES

“Tales From Old Baghdad - Grandma and I” is the latest satirical
novel by Khaled Kishtainy, an Iragi writer well-known for his
humourist and satirical writings. The novel has a feminist angle in the
way it explores the exploitation of his character Hasna, and the
suppression of women in general. The book is published by Kegan
Paul International.
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We are happy to publish a critical study by the Iragi artist Ibtesam al-Khalifa on the
subject of:

WOMEN AND ART

Throughout time, there have always been exceptionally talented women artists. Most
writers of art history concentrate on the female artists of the early renaissance, but
there have been women artists for much longer than that.

During the renaissance, it was not difficult for female artists to achieve recognition;
most female artists however were daughters of noblemen, as it was the norm for a
daughter of a nobleman to be educated in art and music. Many female artists reached
great recognition but then stoppped having a career in painting altogether after they
were married.

However attitudes changed during the 18th century, due mostly to the industrial
revolution, when most women moved their talent in areas such as crafts from the
home to the factory.

Another revolution that took place was the “Romantic Movement”, which had
disastrous effects on people’s ideas about the way people should behave and think;

the effects of this movement were felt most strongly in Britain.

The “Romantic Movement” had a destructive effect on the perception of women in
society. This was due to the influence of one particular famous French philosopher,
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, whose ideas were about the importance of nature, and
supposedly natural spontanecus emotions and behaviour. Rousseau personally did
not like women who were sirong minded and clever, he reinforced the traditional
view of women only being good for marriage and bearing children, the “only proper
place was at home™ he claimed.

This had a profound effect on the way that women artists were perceived. Although
the founders of the British Royal Academy (established in 1768) were two women,
there was not another female member until the 20th century.

It was only the late 19th century when a female class was allowed to have as a model
a partially dressed figure. This was quite shocking to me because men have always
painted nude women; most would say that they were all portrayed very artistically,
but they will always have sexual undertones, which has led to a society that has
exploited women by showing them as sexual objects. Some are still shocked when
they see a painting of the naked male form, but see it as perfectly normal to see
naked women. | do not disagree with painting the natural human form, however,
what [ disagree with is the acceptance to see one sex naked and not the other.

In the nineteenth century, the world of fine art and sculpture was run by men (mostly
for men). Which makes it hard for me to comprehend how women ever overcame
all the obstacles and became famous. This only adds to my admiration for them, they
had to be exceptionally talented in order to obtain recognition. This exceptional
talent is apparent in many of the artists that I will discuss.

Elizabeth Thompson (1846 - 1933) was bom to a wealthy family. This was
common, as it was mostly the wealthy families that could afford to educate their
children. Thompson was known to have been

fond of drawing from a very young age. The Royal Academy held an exhibition for
her paintings which turned her into an overnight celebrity, among her many fans was
Queen Victoria. What aftracted people most was that she was a young woman.

In this study I will investigate the role, status and attitude towards female artists,
before and after the feminist movement in western society.

It was difficult to find many art history books that had information about female
artists, I had to search for books that dealt specifically with female artists.

I have rarely used the term “ female artist” because I believe it is irrelevant what
gender the artist is, it should not limit soméone’s talent and creativity. I also
disagree with books only about women artists because those books tend to generalise
about women, I do not believe female artists should be separated from other artists. I
will try to describe how attitudes about women artists and society have developed
and changed and how feminism affected art and the artists.

Among her famous paintings are “Scotland forever!” and “The Roll Call”; she
tended to specialise in military subjects and later went on to marry a soldier, Sir
William Butler. She continued to paint using her married title of Lady Butler, but
the commitments of married life dragged her down, and she never regained the fame
that she established when she was younger.

By the turn of the century there was a new wave of female artists, which included
artists such as Vanessa Bell, Laura Knight and Gwen John,

Gwen John was an amazingly talented artist; though she was British, she lived most
of her life in Paris, moving house many many times.

Many female artists struggled for fame and recognition; Gwen John however did
everything to avoid it. She never stopped painting, her paintings seemed Vvery private
and personal, which gave them an air of mystery. All seemed to depict loneliness;
they were mostly of women, sometimes seated, and msot of them seemed lonely and
sad; she may have wanted to depict her own life through these paintings.

One very prestigious female artist was the sculptress Barbara Hepworth. She
specialised in bold abstract sculpture, and many believe that she was a great
influence on the other famous sculptor Henry Moore. They both had similar styles in
that their work was bold, abstract and involved a lot of curvaceous figures.

It was very unusual for a woman to achieve such recognition in that particular area
of art; in fact it was frowned upon because it was seen as “dirty work”, physically
demanding and unsuitable for a woman.

Hepworth proved that sculpture was not at all intimidating and many of her
sculptures depicted delicate yet strong forms. She enrolled at London’s Royal
College of Art when she was only fifteen.

One of Hepworth’s most famous commisions was in the 1960s when Dag
Hammarskold, the Secretary General of the United Nations, commisioned the huge
shield-shaped bronze sculpture that became his memorial in New York’s UN Plaza;
this seemed to send out a signal that women’s place in art was now beyond question.

Brigit Riely was another artist who achieved great fame in the1960s: she received
great acclaim for her “Op Art” and was hailed as brilliant. Her work was known to
be intricately programmed, and her main interest was the relationship of forms to
each other. She worked mainly in black and white, but when she worked with colour
her work was “dazzling”.

One of my truly favourite artists is Frida Kahlo. Both her paintings and her life story
have had a great influence on me and my work, and I am sure she has affected othe
people in the same way.

When Frida Kahlo was eighteen years old, she was involved in a bus accident which
put her in hospital for a year with a serious spinal injury and a fractured pelvis.
When she returned home, she was bed-bound, and it was in her sick-bed that she
began to paint. Given that she herself was her only subject, most of her work
consisted of self-portraits. At the age of twenty-one, she married the world famous
Mexican mural artist Diego Rivera.

She suffered the effects of the accident her whole life. Her fractured pelvis was the
cause of physical as well as emotional suffering, because it meant that she could not
have any children. Although she tried many times, her pregnancies always ended in
miscarriages. She tried to compensate for the lack of children by having lots of
animals around her, and they feature in many of her paintings.Her marriage was also
under great pressure, beacuse of Rivera’s occasional affairs with women, who
included her sister.

ler paintings are very gripping and expressive of the burdens that she lived through,
Most of them show her unbearable physical pain; this pain is depicted most clearly in
her painting “The Broken Column™ which is a self portrait. In the painting she is
wearing a steel corset with an ironic broken column in place of her fractured spine.

Frida Kahlo is one of the few Latin American artists who has achieved worldwide
recognition; however she is still often mentioned only as Rivera’s wife, rather than as
a ‘gifted artist in her own right; in this way her experience typifies that of many other
women artists.
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