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. FIRSTCLUB LTD

| AIR TRAVEL - HOLIDAYS - FREIGHT
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| |Fixed System:
| |Manual / Basic Motorised System: £300.0

! 73744

First Club Ltd.

: 231 Oxford Street
‘ London WIR 1AD.
Tel : 0171 734 9121

| Fax: 0171 734 4346

W

h

| SMS Travel
| & il i

P el

| IR (R PR =

|‘ &AMty Gl 3 3ol o i
i EuroStar @._Axgnl,mu;z-‘,e,\x,

\ ‘ b sbdya s 31
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:| J { :UL;L_;..-".._';L_,\.HQ-;)

! e 0171-370 0330 : b

! &M 0171- 835 1393:, ==
First floor

200 Eari’s court Rd.

SMS TRAVEL
: t London SW5 90F

A V=3 Y P EYO P\ [ LR | 1

P1OOMHz

Educational Software CD

Advance Information Technologies Ltd

25 Downham Rd , London , N1 5AA
Tel: 0171-923-1011 Fax: 0171 -275-8344

Computers , Satellites

LEADING TECHNOLOGY AT
LOWEST PRICES

‘I ADVANCE (Peﬂtium) sIntel Pentium Processor,

adable 16 128MB, 1.7 GB HD,PCI Controller-3.5 FD. LMB SVGA | 147 28 DI Sy
£570.00, P16
(All prices exclude VAT and delivery .3 year rewip o buse warrantylst yedr pari& labour, followed by 2 year labour only).
MULTIMEDIA OPTION:s speed CD-ROM. Svund Blaster 16 Bit & SUw speaker add £80.00 to above prices

‘ JUNIOR Essentials: Maths- Number,Algebra. English.French. Test Your child Science Key St-
| |age 2 .. Encyclopedia . The Human Body. .cte { NATIONAL CURRICULUM) qub:a‘)JJf’a:nll.Ui’aLhaJk dadie daasled maly .
(Aladall g dasyadl Aujull ) 5 gasastt DA o A padf dalll Jlilsy! asladd mal

sl M A alanyl Aall] e ds ) gidl das yildl b

£510.00, P133MHz

Ll gyl 40 gusg

" ( ARABTRANS) jiguiasi) aladiouts dus alf

ADVANCE SATELLITES:
£190.00 ( 60cm, Universial LNB. Maspro ST3 reciver).
0 / £330.00 (80cm, reciver/univLNB, manual/automatic rotatoar).

Fully Motorised Systems: From £470.00 ( MSS100 reciver,80cm, positioner, umyLNB, H.H motor).

256k pipeline Burst Cache, Intel VX430 Chipsel with MMX Tech - ¥MB EDO RAM upgt-
per VUA NILR Colour Momter J0ZKI Mouse. Desktop or Minitower

6Milz

Advases Jy
Information| *

Technologie

295, Downhem Road, London NI SAA
Fa1:017) 9231011 Fox 0170 275 4344

£690.00, P200MH: £820.00

C UPGRADING.. REPAIRS & OTHER SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE )

|
|

-
|

Waila
Is one of the UK’s fastest growing PC
Compatibles & Macintosh Retailer
“-rworking, Printing, Desk Top Pu
i mng, Maintenance Repair & Training
FREE CONSULTANCY

A DLl (S B S el
Loy Lyl e S ol e
IBMJ;‘_,L‘U]JJ_,;__J_,SE;P’@
FyeaySdl 1| By pdad
oVl dapadl b phasd] g1yl pamr 3475 po
Fra Sl odad daains i, Slygo
S Il g gei Dl
2 g A sl IS T
e, 41y E. Mail s S iyl 2o

We sell u complete range of sysiems and services so all of
your computing nees can be solved under onc roof.

We oller a comprehensive alter sales service to meet all
your needs. on-site maintenance, Technical support and rap-
1d repair service.

59 Westhourne Grove. Bayswater, London W2 4UA :5,2all

7 =

cAIRBIRD @ Tel: 0171-385 3494

TRAVEL & TOURS LTD  Fax; 0171-386 537J

289 Lillie Road, London SW6 7LL
Announcing Special Fares To

BEIRUT

Flights every day exept Tuesday

@MEA i A
lov season

~ £ 270..:
£ 328.20

(£30 Airport tax must be added)
Offers only available with Airbird Travel

(Al Mighits subject o availability)
First + Club class available on request

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL

= 0171 385 -
N K 85 - 3494 o

— —

el AY S AV L A Yyt Y - S
A GLall 000 aa VY Ly 008 53V
V0 gl FA Lod (0Y plad (Fo o all Y
8- oYl oY Laall

Ul lod col ol 0 Lo @ ol 15, -
(Tel:0171 370 03) ga i 3,56 ] 2 e

_ SMS TRAVEL

it ol Uly Lo Jod 5 jant] oll, a7 tie -

ik O il e 35,201 Jad 13,8 o2t e -
Lilows cilpais V.«
Wzt e Vo | g2 /i Yo os ebllSs <l 151 -
: .(Deposif) Ju slas ash
VAT 25 jleuYI 3l -
S plb e Galo gy G b Jl )« bl 2l 2s
ebioe ole

Suite 4_, 200 Earl’s court Rd, London SW5 9QF
Juan¥l i 3520 gl e Lalal e o le ) lagladl ga azald
0171 370 0330 - 0171 460 6655 s S e

(Ll dys BIS Ui
: e Jas olf] =5l e
A Ll U8 JSU Alaie L 48 Lyidls 206 -

Tel: 0171-727 5892 Fax: 0171-727 5893
The Fountain
Restaurant

400 dygalill polga
== The Fountain Restaurant
Now Open

7 days a week from 12 noon to midnight

We have a wide range of
Lebanese and Middle Eastern food

Home Delivery - Parties Arranged with Management
ol ligyiau dya Jgl plglyia

531 LaS oo yadl Gudlabal) sl Liaad
3 aguil! 4Bl yadl SUSYY by geaadiie

ol i Lisal y Augulll Laslaallt Gy o
dhala dalile ¢l gl _olall

= Ll i & #| The Fountain
= “-v---nr;:-_“\_\__ W ¥ | Restaurant
S T~
mpeie e, 5 Central Parade,
— KM’_ Y (| Western Avenue,
ATE !gL_‘ e 3 | Perivale, Midax.

i R UB6 BTF

" s Tel: 0181-991 2260
e =5 T == Fax: 0181-200 4633
== Pt Cam

g9l n Sumi n hai!
lé‘,“l

o Gl § it i} b
Metropole Properties

244 Edgware Road,
London W2 1DS
Tel: 0171262 5844
Fax: 0171-706 2470
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ICA CELEBRATES ITS
TENTH ANNIVERSARY IN STYLE!

This year the ICA reached the grand old age of ten;thanks to the vision of the early
pioneers of the ICA, and the untiring commitment and hard work of all the
volunteers and staff over the years, we have been able to commemorate the tenth
anniversary in a spirit of celebration, optimism, and renewal. Since the ICA’s
establishment in 1987, it has not ceased to cater to the growing needs of the Iragi
community to create an identity in Britain. Through the provision of a Welfare and
Advisory service, and an ongoing programme of social, cultural and educational
activities, the ICA aims to promote the health and welfare of the Iragi community,
representing and serving individuals without discriminating against any person or

group of people. It aims also to encourage mutual understanding between British and
Iragi/Arab cultures, and to bridge the gap between cultures. -

The official commemoration took place at the beginning of July with a seven-day
“Celebration of Diversity within the Iragi community”. The first day of the festival
began with a solo performance at the Brunei Gallery by the well-known and highly
respected Iragi musician Naseer Shama. Over 100 people attended the performance,
and all who did so enjoyed it immensely and left enriched by the experience.

On the second day of the festival, we held a Reception at Islington Town Hall which
was very successful in gathering together a wide range of professionals, volunteers,
and associates of the ICA. Approximately 100 people attended, including lawyers,
health and social services representatives, advice workers, race equality officers,
representatives from other refugee/immigrant welfare organisations, and members of
all the previous management commiltees of the ICA, going back to 1987.

The third day of the festival was the most active, energetic and fun! Organised by the
ICA Youth Group, it was also an interesting and thought-provoking event. The group
presented examples of artwork they have been producing; there was a show of
traditional Iraqi clothing and fashion of various kinds - Arab, Kurdish, and Assyrian
- as well as Arab fashions from Algeria, Palestine and the Yemen; there was singing
and dancing; and also a discussion and debate session about the issues facing both
parents and children as the new generations of Iragis are bom and raised in this
country.

The fourth day of the festival on 10th July was a cultural event about the Iragi
community and its development; the ICA invited the Arab club, the Kindy Society
and Dr Ibrahim al-Haydr, the Iraqi psychologist to participate. The session was
attended by members of the Iragi community and the wider Arab community, and
some very interesting discussions took place about the role of the Arab communities
in this country and the complicated issue of integration into British society.

The festival wrapped up with a family fun day and a party/social gathering featuring
well-known Arab musicians and performers.

Once again, the ICA would like to thank all the previous and current members of the
ICA’s Management Committee, volunteers and staff, without whom the tenth
anniversary celebrations would never have been possible.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS AT THE ICA AND
EXPANSION OF THE CURRENT SERVICES

Thanks to recent increases in funding, we are happy to be able to expand and
develop the services we offer ; we hope that these developments will contribute to
the increased welfare of the Iragi and wider Arab communities in many ways.

The Welfare Service now has one full-time and one pari-time worker. As well as
continuing to advise clients on all aspects of client welfare, including benefits,
immigration, lifeskills, jobskills, and other support issues, we hope to develop the
service in many ways over the coming year. These include:
developing the Women’s Welfare Service; producing factsheets on issues that affect
the day-to- day lives of our clients; and organising open days and seminars in
conjunction with associated organisations, as an opportunity for our clients to receive
information and support.

The Housing Advice Service has one full-time worker who is available to give
advice and support on all aspects of housing and housing-related issues.

.The Health Advisory Service has one full-time and two-part-time workers, offering
both an office-based and an outreach service. We offer advice, support and advocacy
on all aspects of health-related issues, and are working to develop a comprehensive
Health Resource Centre.

May we take this opportunity to thank our funders for making these developments
possible; and to extend to all our clients, workers and volunteers our best wishes for
their future success and well-being.

HEALTH RESOURCE CENTRE

A Health Resource Centre has recently been established within the Iraqi
Community Association.

Its aim is to provide a London-wide support, development and advisory
service on all issues relating to health matters , to all members of the Iraqi
and wider Arab communities.

Clienis may refer themselves to us directly; alternatively they may be
referred to us by outside organisations.

As a consequence of the dire lack of services in the fields of advocacy,
interpreting and translation, we offer our clients a full service in these
areas, in an attempt to ensure their equal access to a high standard of
healthcare.

For further details about the Health Resource Centre, please plone us on
0181 741 5491, or fax us on 0181 748 9010.

SORROW AT DEATH OF RENOWNED
IRAQI POET Mohamed Mehdi al-Jawahry

The famous Iraqi poet died at the age of 97 in Syria last month. Exiled from his
homeland by the Iraqgi authorities, he never ceased to occupy a highly respected place
in the Iraqi and wider Arab community. He contributed greatly to the Iraqi
Community Association, and kindly inaugurated the first exhibition of children’s art
organised by the ICA. Although he has now passed beyond the realms of this life, he
will continue to occupy a central place in our hearts.

MESSAGE OF THANKS

The ICA would like to offer a sincere message of gratitude to all who contributed to
the success of the 10th Anniversary celebrations, particularly all the members of the
Management Committee, both past and present, all the volunteers, staff and
supporters among the Iragi and Arab communities.

Without the contribution and commitment of all these people, the 10th Anniversary
celebrations would never have been possible.
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FUN IN THE COUNTRY STRENGTHENS THE BONDS BETWEEN THE YOUNG
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITIES

A group of young people and adult supervisors from the Iragi and Arab communities
got away from the smoke and had fun in the country for a week in August. This is
the first time that the ICA has organised a summer camp, and it was such a
resounding success that everybody involved is really looking forward to the next
opportunity to get away from it all and chill out in the countryside.

Twenty four young people of both sexes between nine and nineteen years of age ,
accompanied by three adult supervisors from the ICA, spent a week camping under
the stars at Wildside Camp at Badsell Park Farm in Tonbridge Kent. The camp was
very well run and efficiently organised, thanks to the efforts of staff and volunteers at
the farm, and to supervisors from our community.

There was a whole range of activities on offer at the farm, and the young people in
our group enjoyed them all, particularly the night walks in the forest, sporting
activities of all kinds, drama groups organised by camp staff and nighttime singing
and dancing round an open fire. They were also totally overwhelmed and excited by

the experience of living and breathing the open countryside, with all its unfamiliar
sights, smells and sounds.

The staff and volunteers at the camp were endlessly helpful, patient and fun to be
around, and also loved the Iraqi food that we cooked! They also remarked on the
closeness and warmth of our group, and were delighted that we were the first group
of Arabs/refugees that they had received.

As well as having lots of fun and laughs at the camp, it was an excellent opportunity
for young people to get away from the confines of their everyday lives, be with each
other, share problems, experiences and support and renew their sense of belonging
and solidarity with other young people in the community. Many of those involved
came away with a heightened sense of security and confidence in themselves.

So we’d like to say a big thanks to everybody who made the experience such a happy
one, particularly all the staff at the camp for their endless hospitality and kindness.
We hope to be able to relive the experience in the not too distant future!

YOUTH CAMP

The ICA have received many letters and poems from participants of the Camp on their experiences and impressions. We publish here
some of these contributions and hope to publish the rest in the next issue of al-Muntada.
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Thanks to Particpants

We would like to thank Ishar, Ithar and Zaid for the
articles they sent to the ICA office and we will publish them "in the
next issue of Al-Muntada.
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ICA Rafidain School
End of Term Celebration

The Education Committee of the ICA organised its annual party to celebrate
the end of the academic year.

The party took place on 19th July 1997 at Islington School, where the
Education

Committee holds some of its mother-tongue classes. The party was attended
by students of all the mother -tongue classesheld at Islington, Harrow and
Hammersmith schools, as well as their friends and family.

At the end of the evening, all students were presented with Certificates of
Attendance and Achievement.

The ICA would like to thank everybody who has contributed to the success of
the mother-tongue classes, and wish them every continuing success in
fulfilling this essential role for the children and young people of our
community.

Poetry Evening at Mandela House

Two Arab women poets delighted an audience of listeners at Mandela House
last Sunday 10th August. The Iraqi poetess Mrs Tajiya al-Baghdadi
introduced the Qatari poetess Dr Zekiyya Malalla who discussed her life
and work, and then read excerpts from her poetry.

This cultural event organised by the ICA was attended by forty-five members
of the Iraqgi and Arab communities. The ICA would like to offer our sincere
th' ks to the poetesses who made this event such a pleas 're, and to all who
ai. nded for

making the evening such a success.

Publication of Booklet detailing
the services of the ICA

The ICA is happy to announce the publication of an information booklet
describing the origins, development and services of the ICA.

The booklet, entitled “The Iraqi Community Association - Services to the
Community” written in both English and Arabic, is available to any
interested parties from the ICA offices.

The ICA would like to say a big thank you to all who contributed to the
publication of the booklet; and to all who offered thefunding and financial
assistance which made it possible, including London Borough Grants
Committee, Hammersmith and Fulham Borough Council, City of
Westminster Charitable Trust, Aaronson and Co., Solicitors, and Moss
Beachey and Mullen, Solicitors.

Thanks to the Artist Ibtisam Al-Khalifa

for submitting her very interesting article on Women and Art o the ICA.
We look forward to publishing it in the next edition of the newspaper.

MP OFFERS SUPPORT TO ICA
CLIENTS FACING HOUSING PROBLEMS

The ICA would like to thank Karen Buck, MP for Regent's Park and Kensington
North, for offering to intervene in the housing case of an Iraqi family who are clients
of ours. Both the ICA and the family in question are sincerely grateful for any
attempt on the MPs behalf to alleviate their housing and other difficulties.

European Year Against Racism

At a time when racist attacks are increasing all over Europe, particularly against
refugees and asylum-seekers, 1997 has been declared the European Year Against
Racism. Many events and activities are taking place to promote anti-racist
awareness and to spread the message thar it is “everyone’s duty to take
responsibility to stamp out racism”.

A new billboard poster which declares that there is “ no room on earth for racism”
was unveiled by the former World and Olympic Sprint champion Linford Christie. A
host of stars and celebrities from the world of music, sport and the media have
gathered to launch the new public education campaign. In a unique project, 14
directors from all over the world have collaborated to produce a short film to
promote the anti-racist message, “EQUAL” , to be released later this year.

At the same time, a new article in the European Community Treaty designed to
combat racial,r religious and other forms of discrimination was agreed by the
member states of the European Union. The Treaty also stipulates that national
authorities should co-operate in combatting racism and xenophobia. However it
could be some time, maybe two years, before the treaty is fully ratified.

If you are interested in getting involved with the European Year Against Racism, please
contact the YEAR Unit at the Commission for Racial Equality, on 0171 932 5225.

Meeting at Refugee Action

Recently a representative from the ICA attended a meeting at REFUGEE ACTION .
This is a national organisation with offices all over the country which works in the
areas of training and development of refugee communities and refugee community
organisations. In conjunction with the Immigration Law Practitioners Association,
they have just published a very useful handbook entitled ‘Women as Asylum Seekers:
a legal handbook’ .This book aims to ensure that women's claims as asylum seekers
are given greater recognition, and that legal advisers present the full range of
options to women making an asylum claim.

At a recent meeting at Refugee Action’s offices, a variety of women involved in
refugee community work, including a representative. from the ICA, discussed
strategies to raise awareness of the issues affecting women asylum-seekers.

Strategies identified included the organisation of a seminar in December of this
year to highlight the issues raised in the book, the development of factsheets
containing accessible, relevant information to be distributedwidely to refugee
advisers; the development of services specific to the needs of women within refugee
organisations; lobbying policy-makers to give greater recognition and validation to
the gender-specific aspects of persecution and torture, such as rape and sexual
assault; and general training and awareness- raising on these issues among refugee
groups and organisations. If anybody would like further information about this,
please contact Aida at the ICA , or Lul at Refugee Action on 0171735 5361.

Iragis among largest Client groups of
Refugee Arrivals Projects

The (R A P) have just released their figures detailing referrals to them in the quarter
leading up to 30/6/97. One hundred and two Iraqis were referred to them, including
twenty-two families. Iraqis comprised the fifth largest group of referrals to the RAP;
other communities who were referred to them in large numbers were Colombians,
Afghanis, Somalis and Ecuadorians.

IRAQI ASYLUM SEEKERS IN DETENTION
IN AUSTRALIA RELEASED

Two asylum seekers who have been held in detention in Australia since December
1996 and who were being threatened with imminent deportation , have now been
released by the Australian authorities.

Earlier this year, relatives of the two in this country sought the intervention of the
ICA and other organisations in the plight of their family in Australia.

The ICA would like to thank Amnesty International, the United Nations in London,
and Arab organisations working in the field of human rights for intervening on the
family's behalf, and for all the help and assistance they have given; and to wish the
family a secure and peaceful future.




