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One.. Two.. Three

The honey smells sweet as a rose,
But then a bee lands on your nose!

If you love honey, don't you whine-
It stings, but soon you'll feel just fine!

The beetle starts chirring

The grasshopper picks up his fiddle.
You hear all around

The bright,musical sound-

Hey fiddle-de-diddle-de-diddle!

Three little frogs

Jumped through the bog.
They hopped and hopped
And then they stopped.
What did they see ahead?
Strawberries,sweet and red!

Drinking morning dew
Is just the thing to do.
The flower tips-

You take a sip!
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l u m t a d a Towarde the tenth annivereaty of the

' ' iati foundation of

of the 4 Iraqi Community ﬁj;ﬁ;zaz: W, D

The Community and

The General Election 1997

May 1st general election is almost certain All
the political parties are poised for the Prime
Minister to dissolve parliament in order to
commence their official election campaign.

The Community and the Election

As a community living in this country,
elections, whether local or general, have an
impact on our lives. Every single policy
effects us economically, socially and
politically. The results of the forthcoming
election will dictate the direction of the
economy, education, health, environment,
law and order, immigration, work
opportunities, social benefits, foreign policies
and every other aspect of life.

Qur community, like other ethnic
communities, has its own interests and
aspersions. Furthermore it benefits from
living in this country and it shares with the
British people the wealth and the concerns
for the future. It contributes economically and
culturally and can contribute great deal more
to this multi national and colourful society.

Participation in the Election

As individuals, as a community and as British
of lraqgi origin we are required to and must
participate fully in the formation of the
political and socio-economical structure of
the society. We can do so by using our right
to cast our votes in the election.

The Needs Assessment study, carried out by
the lragi Community Association, showed
that 22% of respondents were Naturalised
British or British by birth. This high
percentage suggests that the community is
eager to achieve a stable future through
secure immigration status, and viewed their
stay in this country as long term. The lraqi
community is multi-ethnic and can appreciate
and adjust to living in another multi-ethnic
and multi-cultural society such as the British
society.

Integration in Society

This sector of the community not only has the
right to vote but also can participate in every
aspect of the political life. Many are already
members of political parties and can
influence the direction of their policies.

Drawing from the results of the Needs
Assessment Study, the Corporate Plan of the
ICE assessed the needs and challenges for
integrating into the society, and the role the
ICE can play to facilitate this aim.

The Second Conference of the Arab
Communities, held in London on 19-20
November 1993, also stressed the
importance of integrating into British
society including the participation in
elections. A committee was formed on
11 February 1997 with the aim of
encouraging the Arab community to
participate in the ~election. The
committee held a number of meetings
and will conduct a publicity campaign to
explain the election process, the right to
vote and the importance of participating
in the election™.

Voting is a Right and a Duty

In encouraging the community to
participate in the election, we do not put
forward a manifesto or have a
preference for any political party. There
are all shades of political organisations
form the far left to the far right, and their

- policies and manifestos will be available

for every one to review. The selection of
the right candidate is a matter for the
individual to investigate and decide
upon.

The participation in the election should
be reviewed as a right and a duty.

——

* [The Election 1997 Committee
members are: Dr Ghada Karmi, Mr Saadi
Al-Timimi, Mr Noaman Muna, Mrs Leila
Tannous, Dr Al-Tayeb Abu-Sin, Dr
Nazanine Ahmad Omar, Mrs Nadwa Al-
Jundi, Mr Sabah Al-Mukhtar, Mr Mahier
Abdallah, Mr Mohamed Assou, Dr Abbas
Shiblaq.]

Nawrooz

21 March is the beginning of spring when
life renews itself. It is the day of Nawrooz.
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in Nawrooz, the mountains of Kurdistan
become an arena for celebration, joy and
hope. The people will dance as they say
farewell to winter and the snow on the
mountain. They welcome the fresh green
life and the carpet of flowers which cover
the land.

Congratulations to our Kurdish people and
to all the people of Irag.
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New Arrivale in Britain
The latest figures published by the Refugee
Arrival Project (RAP) show that Iraqis are still
the fourth largest refugee group arriving in
Britain. The statistics for the last quarter up
to 31 December 1996 reveals that 184 Iraqis
applied for asylum through RAP (181 in third
quarter) consisting of:
Arab 58 females and 118 males

37 families and 56 single persons
Kurds 4 females and 4 males

2 families and 2 single persons

French Producere in protect at

Immigration Lawe

56 French film producers called on the
French people not to follow the latest laws
on immigration. This civil disobedience is
directed at the regulations which call on the
French hosts to report on the movement of
the foreign guests in and out of the country.

Picket

The Iragi community picket in Trafalgar
Square continues every Saturday from 1.30
to 5.00 pm

Iragic in Boxee !

54 Iragi persons including two women were
caught by the German police hiding in
boxes on their way from Istanbul with
minimum amount of food and belongings. It
was said that each of them paid $3,500 to
immigrate to Germany. They were the lucky
ones to reach their destination alive...

..othere Attempt cuicide

Meanwhile 16 other Iraqis attempted suicide
when they where caught in Cyprus and
where threatened with deportation to Irag.

World Development Movemant

The aims of World Development Movement
is the creation of fare trade with the small
producers in the developing countries and
the exposure of arm trades particularly with
the dictatorships of the world.

The organisation is voluntary and based in
Brixton with tens of thousands of members.
It publishes a monthly magazine called
SPUR. Last summer the Movement
organised a conference in which Iraq was
prominent.

Acylum Seckere

Asylum seekers who are disallowed state
benefits must still be given food and shulter
by local authorities, the Court of Appeal
ruled on 17 February 1997.

The Court said that local councils were
under legal obligation to provide the basics
of survival to refugees whose financial
benefits were withdrawn last year.

Lord Woolf, sitting with two other judges.
gave his ruling under the National
Assistance Act 1948 which replaced the
Poor Law.
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Kufa Gallery
26 Westbourne Grove, London W2 SRH.

The Kufa Gallery celebrated its tenth
anniversary with an exhibition and video films
on 26 February and continued until 4 March
1997. Many congratulations from the lIragi
Community Association and the Iraqi
community.

The forthcoming programme of the Kufa
Gallery is as follows:

* 19 March; An exhibition and discussion on
Jawad Saleem. A joint activity between
The Kufa Gallery and the Iragi Artist
Association.

* 26 March; Poetry by Shirko Piksa

* 9 April; The effect of poisoning by mercury
on the people and environment in Irag, by
Dr Abdul Hameid Al-Abasi.

*  22-29 April; Exhibition "Partition on a
Square” by Mehdi Mutasher.

* 30 April; “The Middle East in the 1950's”
Lecture by Sir Sam Falle

Al-Jawahiry: Poetry & Life
Dr Abdul Hussain Shaban launched in London
his new book on the Iragi poet Al-Jawahiry. A
presentation was held at the Kufa Gallery with
a number of speakers giving a vivid picture of
the life and pertly of Al-Jawahiry and through it
part of Iraqi history.

The Shadow of The Eye
An exhibition of photo-drawing and prints by
the Iragi artist Osama Khatlan will be held at
Islington Museum Gallery, 268 Upper Street,
London N1 from 12 to 23 March 1997.

New Book on [ragi Refugeee

Nadia Al-Ali and Tahreer Al-Simawi are
collecting and correlating information on Iragi
refugees who came to London during or after
the Guif War. The authors will interview Iraqi
refugees with different political, ethnic,
religious and class background. One aspect of
the research will be why Iragis are leaving Irag
in such a larch number and across social,
economic and educational lines. The other is
the issue of exile - its psychological and
practical implications.

Zaha Hadid in New Competition
Zaha Hadid and David Chipperfield were the
only British architects to enter the prestigious
competition to design the new concert hall in
Luxembourg. There were 15 international
architects in total who submitted designs for
the project in January 1997.

Al-Rafedain Cultural Club, Betlin
The Annual General Meeting of the Al-
Rafedain Cultural Club in Berlin was held at the
end of January 1997. The conference
reviewed ‘the annual report and discussed
future activities. a new Management
Committee was elected from:

Munther Helmi - Chairman, Dr Salih Kadhim -
Vice-Chairman, Ismail Khalil - Treasurer,
Feghria Al-Rawi, Nasir Khaza'l

Our best wishes to the new Management
Committee. i
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Iraqi Community Association

Even

The ICA Tenth Annivereary
Foctival

1997 marks ten years on the establishment of

the Iragi Community Association. On this
occasion the ICA will hold a festival of cultural

and social activities in July. Further
information will be published in next issues of
the Newsletter.

Babylon United Club

Tenth Annivercary Football Tournament
Babylon United Club will hold, during the ICA
tenth anniversary festival, a football
tournament open to all Arab and Asian
community clubs. The tournament will be held
in June and the last date for registration is 31
May 1997.

For Further information or for registration
contact 0181-741 4445 on Thursdays between
11.00 am and 3.00 pm. OR write to the ICA.

The ICA 3t The Refugee Council

Dr Khawla Al-Romi represented the Iraqi
Community Association at the seminar on The
Rights of Refugee held by-the British Refugee
Council on 23 January 1997. The meeting
ended with workshops on possible
improvement to the immigration laws.

Untha [Female]

The writer Shahad Fatih presented her latest
book Untha [Female] to the Iragi Community
Association. The book is a collection of short
stories published in London. Many thanks and
best wishes to Shahad.

Khalid Al-Kughtini: Baghdad

At the invitation of the Iragi Community
Association, the writer and journalist Khalid Al-
Kushtini spoke on 31 January 1997 about the
development of Baghdad as a city and as a
capital. The presentation was full of anecdotes
of social connotation throughout the recent
history of Baghdad.

The Iraqi Community Organicatione
Joint Meeting

A joint meeting between representatives of the
Iragi Community Association, The Association
of Iraqi Academics and The Iragi Economists
Association was held at the ICA office on 26
January 1997.

The meeting discussed three common issues:
1. Ways to expand information dicimination
through the Internate.

2. The establishment of fund to assist seekers of
further education

3. The possible publication of a cultural and
scientific magazine

ACTIVITIES ¥ EVENTS

Iraqi Community Association

Evente

21 March 1997
Open Debate With The Community

The Iragi Community Association will Hold
a meeting to discuss the Needs
Assessment Study and the future of the
ICA. Speakers will include Bushra Perto,
Jasim Maroof, Dr Jany Kassab and

Noaman Muna. The meeting will be held
on 21 March 1997 at Palingswick House,
241 King Street, Hammersmith W6 9LP
@ 7.00pm.

Iraqi Community Association

Eid Social Party

The Adha Eid Social Party will be
held on 18 April 1997 from 8.30 pm
until after midnight

Presenting

Jamal Baghdadi
&
Thaier

At Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street,
Hammersmith, London W6
Prices . £15.00 Members

£20.00 Non-members

25 April 1907
Bedoor Al-Didah

Women Through the Ages will be the
subject of the lecture by Bedoor Al-Didah
to be held on 25 April 1997 @ 7.00pm.at
the Kufa Gallery. Bushra Perto will
present Bedoor

Iraqi Community Association

AGM

The ICA’s Annual General Meeting will
be held on Sunday 11 May 1997 at
Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street,
Hammersmith, London W6 at 2.00pm

30 May 1997

Faical Liaby
Khalid Al-Kishteeni will introduce the Iragi
artist Faisal Liaby who will speak on “the

, Art of the Caricature” on 30 May 1997 at

the Kufa Gallery @ 7.00pm.

Faisal is at present preparing for his
forthcoming one-man Exhibition

27 June 1997

Kareem Abid

Poetry reading by Kareem Abid will be
held at 7.00pm on 27June 1997 at the
Kufa Gallery




