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Iraqi Community Association
Palingswick House.
241 King Street, London W6 9LP
Tel:0181-741 5491 Fax: 0181-748 5010

iCA General
Cecretary’e Interim Report

The Welfare Office

The Welfare staff provide help and assistance to
all clients regardless of gender, religion, ethnic
origin or political affiliation. Caseworks continues
to increase and the services has been broadened

Cix-monthly Ceneral Meeting

The Iragi Community Association held its six-monthly
General Meeting at Mandela Room, Palingswick
House, Hammersmith on Sunday 10 November 1996.
The Secretary, Mubejal Arif, reported on the aclivities
of the ICA since the last AGM in May 1996.

The report contained information on the services
provided by the Welfare and Advisory office and the
activities of the Executive Committee and other sub-
committees.

Cultural Activities
- 29/7/96 Dr Nuri Ltaif: UN Resolution 688

- 27/9/96 Abdul Haleem Al-Rehaimi:  Regional
influences on Irag
- 25/10/96 Poetry reading by Azez Al- Sumawi.

The Cultural Committee also organised
courses in the use of the eastern musical
instrument “Al-Ud” supervised by Ahmed
Mukhtar.

Qoeial Activitiee

- 28/7/96 A trip to Bournemouth

- 25/8/96 school children and families social
activity at Hyde Park at the start of the
summer holiday.

- 30/8/96 Musical and social event at
Hammersmith Town Hall.

- 25/9/96 The Launch of “Now We Are Here” at
Islington Town Hall opened by Sandy Marks,
Mayor of Islington and Chairman of LBGC.

- 12/10/96 Musical and social event at
Hammersmith Town Hall where more than
500 persons attended to hear the Iragi singer
Feud Salim.

Publicity and Newslatter

The Newsletter was issued in Arabic and English four

times over this period with increased pages. The

Newsletter is used as a means to decontaminate

information to the community and is circulated by post

free of charge.

Most Iragi and Arab press continued to cover the ICA's
activities and there was wide spread interest from the
British and international media in the ICA during the
hijacking of the Sudanese airline. The Arabic service
of Spectrum Radio interviewed members of the
Executive Committee on a number of occasions.

Qaturday Schoole

The Iraqgi Community Association continued its
supervision of three Saturday Schools in Islington,
Hammersmith and Harrow as well as the literacy
classes for adults which was established last year. As
a result of a joint meeting with the teachers, the ICA
provided sufficient quantities of the selected books for
the schools. All schools held social parties at the start
of the summer holiday.

25 children participated in the Third Children's Art
Exhibition organised by the ICA and opened by the
Iragi Artist Faisal Liaiby.

o
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Meeting

to include members of non-iragi Arab

communities.

All members of staff and the volunteers have
been on specialist training courses as part of a
12 months training programme.

Summary of Office Activities _

- Immigration Cases: 473 including 48 new
cases

- Welfare cases: 662

- ICA activities follow up: 472

- General Enquiries: 692

B Volunteers Matters: 210

B Letters received: 1153

- Letters issued (excluding
Newsletter): 1092

Membetehip ;
Membership increased from 367 registered at
the 9th Conference in May 1996 to 502 ai the eve
of this general meeting.

Fundraicing

With completion of the community's needs
assessment study and the publication of “Now
We Are Here" the ICA commenced the
preparation of the Corporate Plan and the
detailed fundraising strategies. Both the
Executive Committee and the Advisory Sub-
committee are involved in this operation.

Networking

The Needs Assessment Study was completed
with assistance of more than 12 other
organisations. As a result of this collaboration
stronger ties were built with these organisations.
The ICA also participated in the joint meeting
held with the Iragi Academics Association, the
Society of lIragi Engineers and the Iraqi
Economists Association. )

The Welfare office was visited by
representatives of a number of Iragi and non-
Iragi organisations and members of staff
participated in the meetings of other similar
agencies.

Now We Are Hete

At the end of the general meeting, Noaman
Muna gave a short slide presentation on the
results of the Needs Assessment Study stressing
the importance of the results on formulating the
Corporate Plan and future activities, service
provision and management structure of the ICA.

New Year.

The lragi Community Association also sends its best wishes

Bect Wichec

The Iraqgi Community Association sends its best wishes to all
people for a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous

to the Muslim community on the approaching month of '
Ramadhan, the month of fasting and prayers.

English Supplement
untada

Iragi Community Association
Newsletter
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Towarde the tenth annivereary of the
foundation of

the Iraqi Community Aseociation

New Arrivale in Britain

Refugee Arival Project (RAP) published its new
statistics for July, August and September 1996.

Applications covering 1,419 persons were
submitted through RAP consisting of 519 families
and 286 single persons (572 females and 847
males).

Iraqi applications covered 181 persons
representing the third largest group in a list of
refugees from 50 countries. The lIraqi group
consisted of:

Arab 51 females and 75 males

20 families and 46 single persons
Kurds 23 females and 32 males

11 families and 20 single persons

Iragi Children in Dire Situation
The latest disturbing report from UNICEF speaks
of the distressing fate of ten million Iragi children
living in poverty and dire health due to the
embargo imposed on Iraq since the Second Gulf
War. More than 4,500 children below the age of
five die every month and more than 30% of new
born babies are below the acceptable average
weight.

AND An Appeal from
The Iraqi Community in Britain

[n Britain, hundreds of the Iraqis signed an appeal
to the Food Summit in Rome asking the
participants to save the Iraqi people and ease the
suffering by implementing the UN Resolution 986

Meanwhile..

Fifty Iragis living in isolation in |zmir, Turkey have
appealed to the ICA to send them the Newsletter
and other information in order to maintain their
link with the community.

In Australia the Government is studying the cases
of 36 Iragis, some of them doctors and lawyers,
who arrived there in recent months. Their journey
took them from Iraq to Jordan, Malaysia and then
Australia.

A similar number of Iraqis, including three women
and eight children, were arrested in Greece after
crossing the border from Turkey hiding in a truck.
The indication is that they will be deported soon.

In Bosnia 34 Iragis refugees and 4 Jordanian
arrived from Jordan by air on 29/9/96 but were
not discovered until 2/10/96

On a fatal note, the Turkish authorities have
executed 28 Iragis mostly from Sulaymania for
crossing the: border illegally when they fled Irag
during the recent fighting in Iragi Kurdistan.

Iraqi Community Association

Now We Are Here

A Survey of the Profile, Structure, Needs,
Hopes and Aspiration of the Iragi Community in
Britain
1995 - 1996

Now We Are Here is a report of 120 pages
which contains the results of the first Needs
Assessment Study carried out by the Iraqi
Community Association, supported by 12 other
organisations. The book can be obtained from
Iraqi Community Association,
Palingswick House,

241 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP
Tel: 0181-741 5491 Fax: 0181-748 9010 - §

Price £7.50 ICA members £5.00
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Iragi Community Association
Palingswick House,
241 King Street, London W6 9LP
Tel:0181-741 5491 Fax: 0181-748 9010
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ICA North Weet

The Iragi Community Association in the North West
will participate in the festival which will be organised
by the Refugee Support Unit in Manchester at the
end of December. Apart from other exhibits, the
ICA-NW will display the Newsletter “Al-Muntada”
and the Needs Assessment results “Now We Are
Here” and will show a vidio film of the lIraqgi
Women's Festival held in London three years ago.

Qweet Teg With Cardamom
Teresa Thornhill launched her new book "Sweet Tea
with Cardamom” on 9/12/1996 at SOAS. The book
tells the story of the author's journey though Iraqi
Kurdistan (Price £8,99)

[ragi Economicte Accociation
The lragi Economists Association held its Annual
Conference on 30 November 1996. The Conference
elected a new Management Committee. Our best
wishes. '

- Dr Makia: 50 Yeare in Archifecture

Professor Muhammad Makia celebrated 50 years of
active participation in architecture and Town
Planning. Our best wishes to Dr Makia and many
productive years to come.

The Ceramice of Khulood Al-Da’'mi

The new exhibition of the work of Khulood Al-Da’mi
in the Library of The University of London, School of
Oriental and African Studies continues until 6
January 1997.

{raqi Welfare Accociation
At its first meeting after the fifth conference of the
Iragi Welfare Association, the new Management

Commitiee divided responsibilities between its
members. Our best wishes.
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Iraqi Community Association

CCCE and A-Level in Arabic

The Iragi Community Association will organise
course for students wishing to take the GCSE and
A-Level examinations in Arabic. The courses will be
held every Saturday for two hours over ten weeks
period. For further details contact the ICA on 0181-
741 5491

Qpectrum Radio:

Univereitiee Entry Procedures

The Arabic section of Spectrum Radio interviewed
four Iragi academics who talked about the all aspects
of university life in Britain including entry procedures,
grants and post graduate studies.

Dr Jani Kassab, Dr Sami Danial, Dr Sabah Jassim
and Dr Muhammad Al-Rubai were aquestioned for
three hours by the presenter Falah Hashim and by
the listeners by telephone.

At the same time, the Association of Iraqi
Academics, the Iragi Welfare Association and the
Iragi Community Association are organising a forum
to discuss this subject in the first quarter of 1997.
Meanwhile, enquiries should be sent in writing to the
Association of Iragi Academics or the Iraqi
Community Association to be answered by the
specialist panel.

CARION

Television Trust

Iraqi Community Association

Corporate Plan

As a result of the completion of the Needs
Assessment Study and the publication of “Now We
Are Here’, the Executive Committee of the ICA held
a join workshop on 17/11/1996 attended by the
members of the Advisory Committee and members
of staff to discuss the Corporate Plan for the next
three years. A draft plan was sent to the participants
in advance of the meeting which formed the agenda
for discussion.

The Corporate Plan looked at the positive aspects
and the weaknesses of the present administrative
structure, services provision and the ICA activities.
Drawing from the results of the Needs Assessment
Study, the Corporate Plan assessed the possibilifies
of meeting the community’s needs and aspirations
and the steps required to develop the ICA to enable
it to meet future challenges alone or in collaboration
with other organisations and agencies.

The Corporate Plan which identified the targeted
groups, highlighted the following areas for
development: management structure, welfare help
and advice, social and cultural activities, Saturday
schools, training, the Newsletter, youth project, and
publicity.

The Corporate Plan is a means to re-establish its
shared vision and establish a path for future
development through the recognition of available
and future resources. It cannot, therefore, be
implemented overnight and requires the collective
efforts of members of the community.

At the end of the meeting the fundraising Sub-
committee and the Advisory Committee were asked
to draw up detailed business plans and a programme
for the implementation of the Corporate Plan.

Iraqi Community Association

Englich Courcec for Young People
The Iragi Community Association will open new
courses for teaching English to young people
between the ages of eight and sixteen. The courses
are intended to assist young people to learn or
improve their English language including those who
are studying for GCSE.

* The courses will commence in mid-February
1997 in Hammersmith and Islington.

Teaching will be carried out by specialist
teachers.

Students will be divided into classes depending
on their level of competency in English.

For further information contact: The ICA. Palingswick
House. 241 King Street. London W6 9LP Tel: 0181-741
5491 Fax: 0181-748 9010

Iragi Community Association
Pact Social and Cultural Event

ICA General Meeting The Iragi Community
Association will hold its six-monthly General Meeting
on 10 November 1996 at 3.00pm.

Asummary of the Secretary’s report is reproduced on
page one.

Abdul Mun’im Al-A’aeam who is a well known
journalist with regular contribution to the ICA
Newsletter “Al-Muntada”, spoke on “Iragi Satire” at
the Kufa Gallery on 29 November 1996 Al-A’asam.

Al-Rafedain Children at Hammeremith The
children of the ICA's Al-Rafedain School in
‘Hammersmith participated on 14/12/1996 in
decorating the Christmas Tree, the Tree of Hope put
up by Amnesty International.
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Iraqi Community Association

Cultural Evente
12 December {996: Dt Firial Ahmed

December talk will be given by Dr Frial
Ahmed, Chairperson of the Iragi Medical
Society, on “TB, The Continuous Battle". The
lecture will be in English at the Kufa Gallery on
13 December 1996 @ 7.00pm.

21 January 1997: Khalid Al-Kuehtini
Dr Salah Al-Niazi wili present Khaiid Al-
Kushtini, writer and journalist, who will speak
on the images of Baghdad “between the
Rasafa & the Kurkh” on 31 January 1997 @
7.00pm.at the Kufa Gallery

{5 February 1997: Naceor Shemmma

February talk will be given by MNaseer
Shemma, composer and lecturer of music at
the University of Tunisia, on the music
instrument of Ud. The lecture will be held at
the Kufa Gallery on 15 February 1997 @
7.00pm.

2% March 1997: Open Diecuscion on

the Neede Acsocement Study

March event will be an open discussion on the
Needs Assessment Study, the community,s
survey completed by the Iragi Community
Association. The meeting will also have a
chance to review the Corporate Plan for the
ICA.

Iraqi Community Association

New Year Social Party

The annual New Year Social Party will
be held on 28 December 1996 from
8.30 pm until after midnight

Presenting

Nowfal Abdul Jalil
&
Reiadh Munsoor

At Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street,
Hammersmith, London W6
Prices £15.00 Members

£20.00 Non-members

Babylon United Club

At The lragi Community Accociation
The Iragi Community Association has
approved the application of the football team
Babylon United Club as affiliated members.
The team will use the address and facilities of
the ICA and will operate under its name.

Entolment The ICA and Babylon United
appealed to the young people between the
ages of 11 and 25 and who would like to enrol
in the club to contact the ICA by telephone on
0181-741 5491 between 11.00 am and 3.00
pm on Thursdays commencing January 1997.
Selection and allocation will be carried out on
the first Sunday of each month.

Cporte Page Dr Abdul Razaq Habeeb will edit
the sport page in the ICA Newsletter “Al-
Muntada” from next issue. The page will cover
the news of the Babylon Club and other sports
news.
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