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Now We Are Heare
The Neede Accecement ctudy of
the [ragi Community in Britain

The Iragi Community Association has completed
its study into the lragi community’s profile,
structure, distribution, status and needs.

A report entitled “Now We Are Here” was
launched on 25 September 1996 at Islington
Town Hall. Sandy Marks, Mayor of Islington and
Chairman of LBGC opened the event with a
warm welcome to The Borough. She spoke of
the increasing difficulties facing refugees in
Britain and the importance of research into their
conditions and their needs. She congratulated
the ICA for the extensive work they have carried
out in conducting the survey.

The representative of the ICA described the
history of the Iragi community in Britain, the
formation of the |ICA and the background to the
Needs Assessement Study. The Study and the
report took two years to complete and the ICA
had to overcome a number of obstacles such as
the fear of the community from giving personal
information. The ICA used more than one
method of distributing the forms and was
assisted in this respect by more than twelve
organisations.City Parochial and CAF assisted
the ICA with financial help.

A presentation of some of the findings was
followed with overhead slid show of tables and
charts. Information on distribution, employment,
housing, education, needs assessment, etc were
discussed in the presentation. Some of the major
issues resulting from the survey were highlighted

¢ More 50% of respondents arrived in Britain
since 1988

¥ The community is young. At least 40% of
respondents were under 16

4 The community is highly educated. 75% of
men and 54% of women are educated to a
university degree or higher.

¥ The level of unemployment within the
community is five times higher than the
national average. '

* Members of the community are dispersed
throuout Britain.

i The respondents reflect the colour and
diversity of the lragi people. There are
many lIragi ethnic, religious and cultural
groups. :

After the guestions and answers session, the
participant in the meeting tested Iraqi cuisine and
refreshments.

Caid in the ctudy
"| found the meeting yesterday very informative, and
the food brilliant 1"
Daniele Martin-British Red Cross
“The report..is aimed at helping to plan effective
srvice delivery”
Third Sector
“We are very pleased with the results of the survey
and the efforts in the production of the report. The
results are very useful and represent the first serious

English Supplement
untada

Iraqi Community Association
Newsletter

page ohe

Towarde the tenth anniversary of the
foundation of

the lraql Community Association

Zaha Hadid: Avant-garde Architecture

The iragi born Architect, Zaha Hadid has
astonished the architectural world by
winning another competition. The Royal
Academy’s competition for a habitable
bridge across the Thames ‘in London was
won jointly by Zaha Hadid and the French
Architect, Antoine Grumbach.

The competition was organised by the
Royal Academy of Art to coincide with the
exhibition on habitable bridges organised
in collaboration with Pompidou Centre of
Paris.

Zaha's bold design is for cantilevered

horizontal skyscrapers of glass; steel and’

concrete with accommodation blocks,
cafes and offices which thin out to a
transparent section in the centre of the
development. What is striking about the
design is that, contrary to the other entries,
the bridge is a habitable development with
roads rather than a bridge (road) with
buildings for residential or commercial use.
The transparent centre allows the view of
the city, including St Paul's to be
maintained and enjoyed.

The controversial designs of Zaha Hadid
have won her international acclaim and
recognition

In 1982 Zaha won the competition for the
design of the Peak, a leisure development
in Honk Kong which was never to be
realised. The design was considered to be
a breakthrough in “deconstructivisim”.

Again in September 1994 she won the
competition for the design of Cardiff Bay
Opera House, beating 268 rivals. The
glass necklace design received praise from
all quarters, but opposition mounted and in
an precedented move, the Cardiff Bay
Opera House Committee called a second
competition in January 1996 which Zaha
won. She called in the British firm of Percy
Thames to assist in the working of the
second design. The Millennium
Commission rejected the design in
December and the Cardiff Bay Opera
House was dead.

Zaha
Hadid

1950: Born in Baghdad

Resident in London

Education: French Convent in Baghdad
and then Europe and North America.
Studied A-Levels in Britain and read Maths
at the American University in Beirut

1972. Joint the Architecture Association in
London

1982 Won the competition for the Peak in
Hong Kong. Project was cancelled

In the 80°’s Zaha designed a number of
small projects.

1991 Commissioned to design a fire station
in Germany.

1994 Won the competition for the design of
Cardiff Bay Opera House and won the
second competition in 1995. Rejected by
Millennium Commission.

1996 Won the competition for the habitable
bridge in Lonaon.

In reality the project re-emerged on the same
site as Wales Millennium Centre. A
competition was held and only 29 written
submissions were received and eight were
short listed to submit designs for the centre.
Zaha Hadid did not entre but her partners
Percy Thomas's design was selected in
September 1996.

The success of Percy Thames was a shock
because of his detailed knowledge of Zaha's
design for the site and received
condemnation from many architects world
wide. The Royal Institute of British Architects
called on the Wales Millennium Centre in
August to re-instate Zaha Hadid as the
designer of the centre after Richard Rogers
called on the RIBA to “stand up and be
counted”. Many top architects decided not to
entre the competition including Michael
Hopkins, David Chipperfield, Jeremy Dixon
and Terry Farrell.

Iraqi Community Association

Now We Are Here

A Survey of the Profile, Structure, Needs, Hopes and Aspiration of the Iragi Community in Britain
1985 - 1996

Now We Are Here is a report of 120 pages which contains the results of the Needs
Assessment Study carried out by the Iraqi Community Association, supported by 12 other
organisations. The report includes information in 13 chapters and over 50 charts and
tables on the Iragi community in Britain. 911 households were covered by the survey with

2883 individuals of all ages.

The book can be obtained from the Iraqi Community Association, Palingswick House,

241 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP Tel:

Price £7.50

0181-741 5491 Fax: 0181-748 9010

ICA members £5.00

and well prepared survey of the conditions of the Iragi
community in Britain."
Thamir Al-Kazaz, Vice Chair, Iraqi Welfare Association
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lraqi Community Accociation
Pact Social and Cultural Event

And Activities

The Iragi Community Association had an active
programme of social and culture event in
September and October:

& 25 September
The launch of “Now We Are Here”,
the results of the Needs Assessment
Study of the Iraqi Community in
Britain.
* 27 September
-“The Regional and International
Influences on Iraq” a lecture by Abdul
Raheem Al-Rehaimi.

¢ 12 October
' Over 500 persons spent an evening
of music until 2.00 am with the Iraqi
singer Foud Salim

* 25 October
Aziz Al-Samawi read some of his recent
poetry

. 26 and 27 October

The Third Children’s Art Exhibition with 45
participants, opened by the Iraqi Artist
Faisal Le'aiby.
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EVENTS®  ACTIVITIES % SEVENS

Kufa Gallery

6/11/96 The life and literature of Dr Ali Al-Tahier
13/11/96 “Drug asuse” by Dr Babikar Muhier
20-26/11/96 Exhibition of the architectural work
of Dr Makiya over 50 years.

27/11/96 Lecture by Zaha Hadid (in English).
4-10/12/96 Photographic exhibition of events at
the Kufa Gallery over 10 years.

11/12/96 “Calligraphy in Islamic Art” by Rowena
Loverance (in English)

Iraqi Welfare Accociation -

The Iraqi Welfare Association held its Fifth AGM
on 1 September 1996. Best wishes to the new

‘Committee and all members of the Association.

Iraqi Women'e Centre
Naheda Al-Ramah

The Iragi Women's Centre will host the Iragi
Actress Nahida Al-Ramah on 2 November 1996
at Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, London WS1R,
@ 6.00pm.

Nahida is considered as the first Iraqi women
actress and has a career spanning from the

| fifties in cinema, the stage and television.

The lraqi Economicte Conference

The Iraqi Economists Association will hold its
Conference 30 November 1996. This will be
followed by a discussion on the effect of the UN
Resolusion 986.

Arab Community Accaciation (Brent)

The Arab Community Association in Brent will
hold a Children’s Book Festival on 17/11/26 at
Willesden Green Library Centre, 85 High Rd,
London NW10, from 10.00am till 6.00pm

untada
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ICA Ceneral Meeting

The Iragi Community Association will hold
its six-monthly General Meeting at
Mandela Room, Palingswick House,
Hammersmith, London W6 9LP on
Sunday 10 November 1996 at 3.00pm
(For information contact ICA Tel: 0181-741 5491
Fax: 0181-748 9010)

The meeting is open to all members and
non-members and will discuss the affairs
of the Association and future activities.

ICA November Cultural Event
Abdul Mun’im Al-A’acam

The Iragi Community Association will host
Abdul Mun'im Al-A'asam who will speak on
“Iraqi Satire” at the Kufa Gallery on 29
November 1996 at 7.00pm.

Al-A'asam is well known journalist with
regular contribution to the ICA Newsletter
“Al-Muntada”

ICA December Cultural Event
Dr Eirial Ahmed

The December cultural event within the
Iragi Community Association’ programme
will be a presentation by Dr Frial Ahmed,
Chairperson of the Iraqi Medical Society,
entitled “TB, The Continous Battle”. The
lecture will be held in English at the Kufa
Gallery on 13 Dcember 1996 at 7.00pm.

Lettere

The Iragi Community Association sent
letters of congratulation to the following
organisations on their forthcoming
conferences:

. The Iraqi Medical Society
® The Arab Club of Britain
5 The Iragi Economists Association.

Newsletter

The Sixth Annivercery

"We wish it to be a means for reflecting the
difficulties facing the Iragi community and its
interest, a platform by which the community can
state its thoughts and thinking, a leaflet that
receives and disseminate information on life in
exile. The doors are wide open for every one who
wants to nurture this seed to make a fruitful tree”.

With this appeal we started the first issue of “Al-
Muntada” six years ago. And after these years the
Newsletter remains developing on the road to
translate its first objectives.

it is not an exaturation if we say that our Newsletter
was the vanguard in the field of Iragi community's
publications, so much so that many subsequent
publications followed its format, proving that there
was a need to be satisfied. We do not claim that we
have filled the gap fully but we were took the
initiative. ;

We tried, through the front page, to convey to our
community the latest news and British regulations
relevant to the Iragi community.

Information and news of the Iraqi Community
Association and the community are covered on
the second page. This proved to be a popular
section linking the community together.

The third page (From and to the Community),
started with the call for creating “a window
through which the community can view its
members’ cultural creations. Our page is open
to all ideological orientation, a variety of
shapes and colours.”

The last page had s title of “The ICA File"
which was meant to contain information and
advice on various social services available to
the community as well as information on the
services of the ICA Advisory Office.

We must look at the Newsletier from the
historical points of view. It coincided with the
increase in the number of the community in
this country and will be a reference for the
future researchers.

On this occasion we renew our call to the
community to increase its participation in Al-
Muntada and in documenting our sweet and
bitter experiences and history through its
pages. Ra'id Jabari




