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tofinda safer new llfe in Britain

TIRAQIS IN FEAR_

By Sandra Barwick
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Iragi Community Association

- North East

International Centre

7 Abingdon Road

Middlesbrough TS1 2DP
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The leading Iragi modernist poet, Bulend Al-
Haidary, died in London on 9 August 1996, and,
thus, the community in Britain lost one of its most
prominent member.

Bulend was born in Baghdad on 26 September
1926, from a well known Kurdish family.
Together with Beder Shakir Al-Saiab and Nazik
Al-Mala‘ika, Bulend pioneered the contemporary
Arab poetry movement in Iraq in the late forties,
breaking away from classical and traditional
forms .

He was arrested in 1963, lived in the Lebanon
and settled in London since the early eighties.
Ten poetry books were published for Bulend
between 1946 and 1990, and the last book was
due to be released this year at his seventy’s
birthday.

As well as his poetry Bulend had a number of
literary contributions and studies. He was well
known as an art critic.

Bulend was heavily involved in the Arab and
Iragi communities affairs, being a member of the
Management Commitiee of the Arab Club for
many years and a member of the Arab Advisory
Council. He participated, together with his wife
Delal Al-Mufty, in most of the Iraqi Community
Association’s activities energetically and with
passion.

From
Dialogue in Three Dimencione
The seats,

The summer’s voice

The hunting hound's eyes, piercing their victims' flesh
The same white collers’

The same bright shoes,

The time curdled in the clock,

Still as...

- - - Shut up

There is the sign,

the same old Ottoman sign:

“Right is might”

What ?

“Right is might”

- - - Shut up

Lie...lie.. lie...lie:

Might is right,

If you possess a knife,

you have the right to kill me.

- - - Shut up!

- - - Liers and devils,

“Right is might"

| am about to laugh, but sinking in doubts,
| nearly cry

- - Shut up Shut up Shut...

- - Silence! Silence!

- - Silence! and here | am,

In my first dimension,

My face sunk in my face,

My eye in search of my eye, here | am,
Torn in twain,

Within a questioning child, a silent man.

XX XX

In the name of the Lord,

In the name of the People

In the name of the Law,

We shall try this face, grim as a wasteland,
Desolate as a curse.

We shall nail his hands at the gate of this hall.
We shall dig paradise in his eyes.

- - How great thy justice, my Lord !

How great the injustice of the killer

in your name, my People !

Dialogue in Three Dimensions

was voted the best literary work

of 1972-73

by the Lebanese Writers' Association

English Supplement
Viuntada
Iraqi Community Association
Newsletter

page ohe

Towarde the tenth annivereary of the
foundation of

the lraqi Community Aceociation

The Iraqi Community
And The

Hijacked Sudanece Airline

The Iragi Community Association scame
yet again the focus of Arab and British media
over the hijacking of a Sudanese Airline by
a group of Iragi families. This is the first time
Iraqus have resorted to hijacking in order to
seek political asylum.

Most newspaper reporters, media agencies
and broadcasting stations contacted the ICA
for additional information on the hijacking
and on the Iragi community in Britain.

Staff, volunteers and members of the
Executive Committee of the ICA have
condemned the hijacking, and reiterated the
ICA’s position as a charity working within
British Laws to provide services, help and
advice to the Iragi community in Britain.
Although saddened by this event, the
community is conscious of the seriousness
of the situation in Iraq and the desperation of
the people there, after two destructive wars,
political repression and six years of complete
blockade. As one newspaper reported

*...refugees say that the news which trickles
to them from their families is that the

situation at home is growing steadily worse.”

“They tell us,” said Fatima (arrived in Britain
only a year and a half ago) “that we left in the
Golden Age.”

Mubejel Baban, Secretary of the ICA, said
“They are dying from disease and hunger
and poisons from the war. We do not agree
with hijacking, but we understand the
desperation” .

Iraqi Community Association

Now We Are Here

A Survey of the Profile, Structure, Needs, Hopes and

Aspiration of the Iraqi Community in Britain
1995 - 1996

Now We Are Here is a report of 120 pages which contains the results of the Needs
Assessment Study carried out by the Iragi Community Association, supported by

12 other organisations

The report, published on 25 September 1996, includes information in 13 chapters
and over 50 charts and tables on the lragi community in Britain, their profile,
structure, distribution, immigration status, employment, housing and other relevant

data.

911 households were covered by the survey with 2883 individuals of all ages.

The book can be obtained from the

Iraqi Community Association
Palingswick House, 241 King Street,
Hammersmith, London Wé 9LP

Tel: 0181-741 5491
Fax: 0181-748 9010

Price £7.50

ICA members £5.00
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of the 4 Iraqi Community

[rag: The Land of the Sun

The Meaning of the Name

Some authorities suggest that the name IRAQ
is an Arabised name from the Asian word
‘IERAH” which means “The beach of the sea”.
This is in reference to the two rivers, the
Euphrates and the Tigris, which run the whole
length of the land, leading to the sea.

The land was known by this name long before
the emergence of the Islamic era.

In modern times IRAQ was translated as
meaning “the land of the sun” and this meaning
was formally accepted when it was set in the
. official Gazette on 5 April 1959.

Prehictoric Iraq

+  The First Man and Shanider Cave:

Research and archaeology in Mesopotamia
indicate that early inhabitants lived in the caves
of the mountainous area of Irag, some 80,000
years ago. Remains and bones of the
Neanderthal Man, some as old as 50,000 and
others as old as 80,000 years, were found in
Shanider Cave in the mountains of High Zab,
Rawedooz Region. In the near-by cave of
Sazawi Jemi, remains of the first agricultural
settlement, 10,000 years ago, was discovered.
The remains of 80,000 years of various
settlements wecre discovered in this cave in
layers totalling 13 meters in depth.

The oldest remains of the Stone Age were
discovered in Burdah Belgah in Kerkuk Region,

Ali Fowzi - Part one

and in Hazar Murd and Zerzi in Sulaimania
Region, ranging in age from 50,000 years and
more.

The Neo-Stone Age, which began with the 6th
century BC and in which. man
agriculture, is well represented at Jermo. The
remains of a village dating to the 8th century BC
was discovered. Houses were built of mud,
some had stone bases, and roofed over with
woven |leaves. The inhabitants had
domesticated animals and carried out limited
agricultural activities.

At Tel Hassona, 35 miles south of Morsel,
excavations in 1944 revealed the remains of
various settlements, the oldest of which is 8,000
years old. Evidence of tented accommodation
of the early farmers in Iraq, 7,000 years old,
were discovered in this area.

Eleven layers of prehistoric remains, including
7,000 years old bronze artifacts and painted
pots, were discovered in Tel Kemrian in Docan
basin.

& Temples and Summerian Writing

Discoveries continue in Mesopotamia and the
next ones come from Tel Ghorshina where the
remains of a temple were discovered built in the
4th century BC.

In Tel Al-Agheed, a settlement of the Slave Age
dating back to the beginning of the 4th century
BC was discovered.Tablet with Summerian
writing and clay cooking utensils were found as
well as spades and axes. (to be continued)

Nazik Al-Mala'ika

Abdul Aziz Saud Babteen's Prize for Creativity
in Poetry went to the Iraqi modermnist Nazik Al-
Mala'ika.

lragi Economicte
Issue No 2 of the Iragi Economists was

published in London last month. For further
information contact

Iragi Economist Forum, PO Box 8240, London
W5 4WH. Fax 0181-992 5024

Fectival of Iraqi Novele
The Kufa Gallery hosted the Festival of Iraqi
Novels on 24-27 July 1996. The festival
included readings from authors in exile,
critiqgues, and book exhibitions.

Iragic in Jordan
Disturbing reports from Jordan state that some
100,000 Iragis in Jordan live in dire poverty,
without work or income, Many form queues in
front of hospitals in an attempt to sell blood or
human organs.

Meanwhile, Jordan has imposed further
restrictions on Iraqis travelling between Iraq
and Jordan including searching all mail and
parcels sent to Baghdad or in some cases even
confiscation.

English Supplement
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Al-Rafadain Schoole

Al-Rafedain Schools, based in Islington,
Hammersmith and Harrow will open their doors
for the new academic year in September and
will receive children from the age of six.

The schools, which are run by the Iraqi
Community Association, teach Arabic on
Saturdays during normal course periods.

The ICA also runs illiteracy classes for adults in
Harrow, and courses for GCSE and A-level in
Arabic when demand is sufficient.

For further information contact:

ICA, Palingswick House, 241 King Street,
London W6 9LP

Tel:0181-741 5491, Fax; 0181-748 9010

...And a Social Party
...And in August 1996 the children of the ICA
Al-Rafedain Schools and their families and

teachers spent a leisurely day at Hyde Park in
London.

...And Sport Teame

The Iragi Community Association is planning to
form teams from the pupils of the Rafedain
Schools and will prepare a programme of sport
activities and tournaments over the next 12
months.
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EVENTS ¥ ACTIVITIES

ICA Cultural Event

The Iragi Community Association will host
Abdul Raheem Al-Rehaimi who will deliver
his lecture on The Regional and
International Influences on Iraq.

The event will take place at the Kufa
Gallery on Friday 27 September 1996 at
7.00pm :

ICA Children Exhibition

The Children’s Art Exhibition, organised
by the Iraqi Community Association will be
held at Mandela Room Palingswick
House, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP on
26 and 27 October 1996 from 3.00 to
6.30pm.

[CA Ceneral Meeting

The Iragi Community Association will hold
its six-monthly General Meeting at
Mandela Room Palingswick House,
Hammersmith, London W6 9LP on
Sunday 10 November 1996 at 3.00pm.

(For information contact ICA Tel: 0181-741 5491
Fax: 0181-748 9010)

The meeting is open to all members and
non-members and will discuss the affairs
of the Association and future activities.
There will also be a presentation in Arabic
on the results of the Needs Assessment

Study.
ICA Office

¢ The lraqi Community Association
has participated in Evelyn Oldfield
conference on 18 July 1996

6 Representative of the Refugee
Council Visited the ICA office on 23
July 1996 to discuss matters of
mutual interests.

@ The office was also visited by'
representative of Westminster
Council Health Services Department

$ Aziz Mahmood and Kameran Awni,
members of the Management
Committee of the Kurdish Cultural
Centre Visited the ICA office on 20
August 1996 to discuss mutual
cooperation in  serving the
community.

Iraqi Community Accociation
North Eact

The ICA in the North East issued its latest
newsletter in July 1996. The fifth edition
contained news of the Fifth Conference of
the Iragi Community Association-North
East, news of the community in the area
and other articles. For further information
contact:

Iragi Community Association-NE
International House, 7 Abingdon Road,
Middlesbrough TS1 2DP

Tel / Fax: 01642-246 604




TRAQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
PALINGSWICK HOUSE, 241 KING STREET, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON W6 9LP
Tel: 081-741 5491 Fax: 0181- 748 9010
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* Address: Hammersmith Town Hall, King Street, Hammersmith
London Wg



