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First Club Ltd.
231 Oxford Street
London WI1R 1AD.
Tel : 0171 7349121
Fax: 0171 734 9121
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C.AS.
Central Airconditioning Systems
0973 424 578
0181 549 1256

abs
AUTO GARMIAN

Arch 138
Ravenscourt Park

Hammersmith
London W6 0TQ
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" 39 Lillie Road London SW6 7LL
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TRAVEL & TOURS LTD

Tel: 0171 385- 3494
Fax : 0171 386 - 5371

Announcing Special Fares To

BEIRUT

Flighis every day exepl Tuesday

@MEA s
~ £ 2705
£ 3282

(£30 Alrport Tax must be added )

Offers only available with Airbird Travel

( All Flights Subjet To Availsbillity )
First + Ciub class evailable om reqmest

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL
0171 385 - 3494

KING Information & Technology
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MOTORISED SYSTEMS
(Receiver, Positioner, H-H Mounts)

* PACE 100/P200, 80 cm Dish ..£495
NOKIA 1800 il 35l 1l
NOKIA 1800/ 5152, IM DISH, 0.8 LNB £625
o) o 4is pady! By o 1 Ggillezip B De aae ] s
FULLY MOTORISED SYSTEM Ji japwi, £50 gbe
I._.Il:)l rl.'l_,ﬂ._- Jlas¥l v -‘-lq .L-“ O J!_',J
0171 625 1619 & 0374 693125

i‘] TRUST

INSURANCE SERVICES

161 The Vale, Acton, London W3 7TRD
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A Blow o the
Immigration Bill

The proposed measures for those seeking asylum
in  Britain  have been  described  as
“uncomproisingly draconian” by an Appeal Court
judge on 21 June, when the proposals were also
declared illegal.

The Governments Social Security Secretary, Mr.
Peter Lilley, who is the author of these measures,
has decided to rush emergency legislation through
parliament which would put them into law.

The proposals which Mr. Lilley has drawn up
would mean that any asylum seeker who was
refused asylum would lose their social security
benefits, and would also cease benefits for those
appealing against such a decision. As an appeal
like this would be likely to last at least 18 months,
it is clear that any asylum seeker would be “left
without the basic means of substinence,”
according to Lord Justice Simon Brown and his
colleague, Lord Justice Waite, who made this
ruling.

However, Mr. Lilley has responded to this by
saying that the judgement would lead to “a fresh
flood of bogus claimants” He went to say, “The
effect of today’s judgement is to reinstate
entitlement to public money for large numbers of
people, over 90 per cent of whom are economic
mi-grants masquerading as asylum seekers ..
clogging up the system and slowing down the
process of granting asylum to the finy minority
who genuine refugees and who need the shelter of
this country, which they should not be dented.”

Claude Moraes, who is the director of the Joint
Council for the Welfare of Immigrants which
brought the case, said that this decigion was “a
humiliating defeat for the Social Security
Secretary, who has been condemned in gravest
moral terms ... We feel that it was no exaggeration
to say that Peter Lilley was attempting to starve
asylum seekers out of the country.”

YWet it seems as if Mr. Lilley’s measures will enter
mto practice, despite the ruling. The emergency
legislation that he is proposing to rush through
Parliament will make them law anyway, which
must surely bode il for all those seeking asylum
here on grounds of political persecution.

This and other measures included in the
Imimigration and Asylum Bill have been opposed
by various political and civil liberties groups. This
vear saw a huge protest march attended by several
thousand people in the centre of London against it,
at which were also present Labour MP Diane
Abbot amongst other political figures.

The Bill also aims to prevent claims for asylum
being made from so-called “safe” countries. This
group of countries has been nicknamed a “white
list” and earlier this year when Nigerian authorities
executed Ken Saro-Wiwa, an activist for the rights
of the Ogoni tribe people, along with seven other
activists, ostensibly for a murder charge against
which Mr. Saro-Wiwa protested his innocence.
Nigeria was one of the countries on the “white
list”.
This surely throws into a dark light this
“draconian” Bill.
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Community Neede Aceecement Study

Final Stagee

The Needs Assessmeat Study, carried out by the Iragi Community Association and more than
12 other organisations is at its final stage. The last two months or so have seen intensive
behind the seen activities in analysing the results of the survey.

The Study is very wide in its contents and the subjects covered from family profile,
education, health status, geographic spread, employment and services. The reasons for this
spread is the lack of statistical information on the Iraqi community in Britain. After twenty
years in exile there was an urgent need to draw up a comprehensive picture on the
community and its need. More specialist and focused studies can follow to fill in the gaps or
expand on the resuits so far obtained. And it is our hope that the Iragi Community
Association and other organisations will do so in the near future as well as the utilisation of
these result for the provision of services to the community in the immediate future,

The extensiveness of the information obtained led to the delay in the finalisation of the
results. Analysis of the results proved to be a lengthy operation and we were keen to test the
results and cross reference the various sections. ‘

The draft results of over 100 pages were issued recently and were checked by the cosultative
committee as well as by Dr. Jany Kassab, Director of the Centre for Applied Statistics,
School of Mathematics at the University of Wales. Their comments and suggestions are
being incorporated in the final draft. It is anticipated that the final results will be published

in September 1996.

The Iragi Community Association has prepared a programme and allocated financial
resorces for the publication and launch of the resuits.

The Iraqi Community Association distributed 4000 questionnaire forms and received more
than 1000 completed questionnaires, 911 of which were received before the last date for
logging imnformation on the specially prepared computer programme. The statistics obtained
from these 911 questionnatres cover information on 2883 persons.

The Needs Assessment Study 1s the result of the efferts by the participating organisations and
many, many volunteers and activists who put in so much of their time in making this a
successful project. It study was supported by City Parochial and CAF,

lragi Organieatione
Co-ordination Meeting

At the invitation of the Association of Iragt
Academics, a number of Iragi organisations
held a prelimenary meeting on 12 July
1996 to investigate possible future co-
ordination, cross fertilisation and exchange
of imformation. Mrs Mubejal Baban,
Secretary of the Iraqi Community
Association represented the Executive
Committee at the meeting.

Dr. Abbac Al-Nacrawi
[ragi Recearch Library

“.. 1 was delighted to read in your Al-
Munteda on the Iragi Community
Association’s plans to set up a research
library cotaining books on matters
related to lrag and its heratige.

‘I am pleased to participate in this
project by contributing fwo of my recent
books”

The ICA also received other
contributions and. offers of books and
research matterials when the library is
set up

The Iraqi community in Britain is young,
the majority arriving her since the mid-
eighties. The formation of general, local or
specialist community organisations is a
natural process for the community to re-

identify itself, maintain links with its routs
and futher the well being of its members.

Al-Munteda is the paper of the Iragi
community in Britain, issued by the lragi
Community Association. We welcome
your comments, articles and contribution
to the paper. lis pages are open to all
people to discuss matters of importance
to the commurity and exchange
experience and thcughts

There is also natural over-lapping between
the activities of all these organisations.

The need for greater ties between the Iraqi
organisations and between the various
sectors of the community was recognised
by all those present at the meeting. It was
decided that the dialogue should continue
and should be extended to include all
people concerned.
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(Community Concerne
Rafidain Schoole

The Tragqi Community Association runs three Saturday
mother tongue schools in Hammersmith, Islington and
Harrow. The schools are of great concem to the
community. It 18 no wonder, therefore, that Al-Munteda
has published numerous articles on the subject, and
below we publish & summary of 2 contribution by
Kareem Al-Sabi’on the subject.

TSR

The teaching process requires, in the main, two distinct
vet complementary structures; a teaching team and a
management team. }t is not feasibie to conduct a proper
teaching process without the presence of both teams. The
same principle of devision of labour applies to
commumity’s schools outside the original countries. It is
usnal that the embassies of those communities perform
the task of the management team. Education in these
schools 15 normally limited to teaching mother tongue and
background information on the mother country. Other
sections of education are left to the host schooling.

If we compare this reality with the conditions of the Iraqi
comimumity 10 all countries of exile, we can recognise the
extent of the problem of maintaining ties between the
second generation and the country which they had not
seen. They were bomn oulside Iraq, they lack the
epportunity of visiting that country from time to time, and
they have no embassy like other communities. Even
telecomumunication is immenseiy difficult.

Thus appears the great responsibility on the Iraqgi

Commumity  Ascociafien and  other  pommrmity
orgamsations to act ag an aliematives to their embassy.
When other social and cultural duties are added, we find
that the tasks are much greater than resources available

to the community’s organisations.

The ICA’s Al-Rafidain Schools are managed by a
committee of teachers and one member of the Executive
Commuttee who is likely to change each year. The ICA
office provides only limited support: photocopying and
comumunication with the education authorities.

The schools have remained below the required standard
and the problems are brought forward year on vear. One
of these problems 1s the lack of unified and complete
curriculum, It is now three years since a commitiee was
set up to look at the curmiculum, vet another committee
decided to adopt the Egyptian curriculum and for the
second vear found it difficult to buy from the Egyptian
authorities.

The community has settled and began to adapt to the new
circumstanees, but the new generafion requires extended
effort to maintain its tics with Iraq. In this respect I
suggest:

One; to raise sufficient fund for School Co-ordinator as a
perinanent secretary to the Education Sub-committee and
whose responsibility would include:

I To identify the teaching levels up to GCSE and A-
Level m Arabic

2 In conjunction with other specialists, to prepare the
curriculum for all stages

3 To search with local authorities for suitable
premises for the schools

4 To agree teachers expenses

5 To co-ordinate non-class room activities

Two, as a mater of urgency, the Executive Committee
should obtain the Egyptian curniculum even through
commercial coneerns.

Three; plan for the preparation of special curriculum and
print a specific book on Irag suitable for the second
generation in exile.

These tasks are not easy, but we must iy and bring them
nearer o reality.
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EVENTS

ACTIVITIES

SEVENTS

Artiet Btudio
Death and Tha Maiden

A new production of Death and the Maiden
in Arabic was staged by Ronak Showqi and
the Artist Studio from 15 - 19 July 1996 at
The Polish Theatre, King Street,
Hammersmuth, London W6.

Dr Al-Rubsi
European & Internstional Conforences

Dr Muhamed Al-Robai of Birmingham

University participated in the European

Technology Societ and the International
Cell Engineering confzrences.

Dr Al-Rubai recieved an invitation to edit
the annual book on Biochemical
Engineering

Mudhafer Al-Nawab
The Artist
The weil known poet-Mudhafer Al-Nawab
presented the side oi his interest when the
Iraqi Artist Society held an exhibition of his
work from his sketch book on 5 June 1996.

Iraqi Commurity Assoriation
©in Morih Bast

The ICA in the North East held its AGM in
Middlesborough on Sunday 9 June 1996,
The conference elected a new Management
Committee and agreed a programme of
activities for the next session.

Congratulation to the Management
Committee and our community in the North
East.

The lragi Women's Centre

The ICA received the latest bulletin of the
Iragi Women’s Centre, Al-Juthoor (Routs).

The Centre invited Dr Amal tc speak on
Natural Madecine as part of its programme
of activities.

The Iraqi Women’s Centre will hold a
children and parents’ party in Regent park at
11 am on 11 August 1996.

Iraqi Academice Socioty
Edueation Crisic in Iraq
A conference on the Crisis of Higher

Education in Iraq was held by the Iraqgi
Academics Society m UK on 29 June 1996,

Trip to Bournemouth

The Iraqi Community Association’s summer
trip this year is to Bounemouth. The trip will
take place on Sunday 28 July 1996. Tickets
£7.00 ICA members, £10.00 non-members
and £5.00 children (5-13)

For booking contact 0181-741 5491

Dr. Noti Liaif
UM Recolution 68€

The ICA will host Dr Nori Ltaif of London
University to present a paper on his research
into “the essence and the delays in the
implementation of UN Resolution 688”. The
Resolution 1s concerned with Human Rights
m Iraq.

The lecture will be at the Kufa Gallery on
Monday 29 July 1996 at 7 pm

Dr. Ltaif 1s specialist in International Laws.

On the same subject, the Iragqi Human
Society held a debate on 24 June 1996 with
contribution from Dr Adnan Al-Pachachi,
Dr Abdul Hussain Sha’ban and Dr
Mahmood Othman.

Children Socisal

The Iraqi Community Association has
invited all families to a children party at
Hyde Park on 25 August 1996 at 12 noon.

Al-Rafitdain will present end of vyear
activities.

CARDRI NW
The Arabe of lraqi Marches

The annual Conference of CARDRI will be
held in Manchester on 21 September 1996
with the theme of “ The Arabs of Iraqi
Marshes”

For further information contact:
CARDRI NW, 52 Milford Drive,
Leveshulme, Manchester M18

Al-Kindy Society
Iragi Oil
Al-Kindy Society of Engineers will host Dr

Ra’ad Zangana on 21 July 1996 to speak on
“Oil Extraction and Iraqi Oil.

Mandela Room, Palingswick Housse, 241
King Street, London W6 at 5 pm

Al-Rafidain Unifed

Al-Rafidain United Football Club,

formed in 1992 by young iragi enthusists, is

appealing to the young community to join its ranks
For further information contact Mahmood 0171-723 1769 or Ali 0171-723 9126

between 6-9 pm,

Or write to: IRU, 50 Cumberiand Mansions, Seymour Place, London W1H 5TF




