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Yowarde the tonth annivercery of the
foundation of

the Iragi Community Association

L

The lragi Community Accociation Ophmigm in the Fuhﬂ‘@.

S R

The iraqi Community Association held its Ninth
Aunnual  General Meeting en & May 1996 at
Hammersmith Town Hall.

The Coference was an opportunity to review the activities
of the Executive Committee, assess stengths and
weaknesses, and approve futue plans.

The fraqi Community has established its organisation
both as a service provider for alf fragis regardless of sex,
ethnic origin, relegion or affiliation, particuiarly to
newcomers, and as a social and cultural focai point jor
the community. The ICA's ultimate aim is to help the
community to create its identity in exile,

The Conference reviewed the activities of the Executive
Committee over the last 12 months throug its report on
all aspects of the work of the Association, from the
Advisory Office, Al-Rafedain Schools, social activities
and cultural events. .

Prelimenary results of the Community Needs
Assessment Study , which the ICA launched last vear,
assissted by twelve other organisations, was presented to
the Conference with slides of some of the available tables
and charts.

The Conference also reviewed the finances and the
audited account of the Association and approved the
selection of the Auditor for next year.

The Conierence passed a number of resolutions, setting
oul the direction of the work of the Association for the
comming session, and thanked all those whose work was
essential for the success of the Association and for the
support of all individules and all orgenisations who
cofitinued to provide help to the Association and the
community.

At the end of the Conference a new Executive Committee
was elected which devided, in its first meeting, the posts
and duties as follows:

Neoaman Muna Chairman

Dr Sabah Merie Vice Charman
Mubejel Arif Secretary
Faris Habeeb Treasurer
Wafa Hussain Schools

Abbas Al-Jumaily Cuitural Activities

The Executive Committee would like to thank ali
supporting organisations, members of the sub-
committees, participants in the activities and functions,
staff and volunteers,

For full text of the report, pleaase write to:
The iraq_i Community Association,
Palingswick House,

241 King Street, Hammersmith,
lL.ondon W6 9LP

Summary of Report

< o O O

Bullet points froin the Executive Committee's Report fo the
Ninth Conference of the fragi Community Association

The EC held 11 meetings, one of which was a combined meeting with members of staff and representative of
the Iragi Community Association in NE

Cne general meeting for members was held on 19/11/95 to review ICA activities.

Seven Cultural events were held ranging from performaning art to women and youth issues to history to poetry
reading. Average attendance exceeded 120 for each event; in the event it was 250.

Three social events were held including new year and Eed parties. Average attendance was 300 persons
The ICA opened new Saturday Social Club in Westminster on 7 Qctober 1995
Two trips were organised to Henley (45 persons) and Margate { 75 persons).

Eight issues of the Newsletter “Al-Munteda” were published with a circulation of up to 2000 copies, 1400 of
which were mailed directly to members of the community and organisations.

ICA activities were continually publicised in the traqi and Arab press and the Arabic section of Spectrum Radio,
including two interviews with ICA representatives

The ICA continues to run three Saturday schools “Al-Rafidain” in Hammersmith, Islington and Harrow. Average
attendance was 25-35 in each school and participated in meetings of the Arab Schools Forum on 28 May 1995,
The Schools organised a trip for pupils to Hyde Park at the end of the schoal term

The ICA organised a short course in Arabic for A-Level and GCSC students and opened new classes for
illiterate aduits to teach them Arabic, English and Arithmetics

A social on 14/7/95 and a reception for Dr Naziha Al-Dilaimy, first Iragi Woman Minister in 1958-58 was
organised by the Women's Group.

The ICA puplished the first collection of children's stories.

During the year, The ICA submitted 41 applications for grants to support existing or new projebts as follows:

Schools and children projects (7), housing related projects (7), new equipment and training (2), elderly person’s
projects {11), and Social Services projects (14).

The European Grant for a Welfare Officer ended on 31/3/96. The Officer was re-employed as a full-time
Housing and Welfare Officer

The Iragi Community Association was supported by grants from the following organisations and authorities:
London Boroughs Grant Unit, Commission of European Communities, Tudor Trust, European Social Fund,
London Borough of Hammersmith and Futham, London Borough of Islington, London Borough of Harrow, City
Parochial, CAF, Arab Chamber of Commerce, and London Borough of Camden

The office provides advice and assistance in emigration, welfare and social issues as well as assisting the
Executive Committee in the implementation of its policies. There are at present one full-time Housing and
Welfare Officer, one pari-time Welfare Officer and one part-time Welfare Officer with special responsibility for
Fundraising, supported by a number of volunteers

Members of staff have participated in the meetings to discuss the Asylum Bill and in the meetings of the
Refugee Council, Refuges Medical Foundation and the Arrival Project

The ICAis affiliated to the Refugee Council, RAP, Migrant, Refugee Qrganisations in West London and Evelyn
Oldfield

The office achievements were as follows:

95/086 94/95
New Asylum applications 103 60
Travel Documents 35 27
Follow up & solicitors 1308 1207
Housing, Social security & Health cases 1829 1099
General enquiries 302
Volunteers matters 972
Number of clients visits 846 351
Volunteers attendance 280
Visits by members of the EC 280
Letters issued by ICA 3443 851 Excluding Newsletter
Letters Received 2085 1578

Memberships recorded were 145 single membership and 111 famity membership making a total of 367
members. Affiliated memberships recorded were: Iragi Community Association in Manchester, Iragi Community
Association in North Easl and Iraqi Housing Association

The Advisory Committee met three times to discuss finances, fundraising, projects and Needs Assessment
Study.

Since the adoption of the Needs Assessment Study by the Eighth AGM in May 1995, the Executive Committee
worked on the implemeritation of the project. Funding was secured from City Parochial and CAF. Approximately
4,000 form were distributed by post by the ICA, through fieldwork by a group of volunteers in London, by
distribution in the community's public meeting, and by more than 12 other community groups through their own
maiting fist. The return has reached over 25%, and the ICA is now In the pracess of analysing the data which
will be published in June 1996. In developing and formulating the procedure and the content of the survey the
Executive Committee and the Advisory Committee held a number of consultation with members of the
community and other organisations including three full day meetings, each attended by more than 18 persons.
Experiences of other communities in this respect were also studied. The ICA purchased a computer and

specially programmed software for the study and carried out the necessary training for fieldworkers, programme
operators and assessors.
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?n mg lzgsl tssue of Al-Munteda, 1r Mohammed Al-Rubaei offered an interesting perspective on issnes relating to the Iraqi Community
in }Ev‘almn. In order to move the debate forward, we olfer three views from the community en the nevds of second generation Iraqi
mwnsgianis. We hop this debate will continue with contibutions (Tom both first and second generations.

Dy Abdui Khaliq Husealn
Conerations In Conllict

There is a cultural problem facing the children of our
community in exile, particularly those who live in the western

hermosphire, and that is the gap between them and their
parents. There are two reasons:

The first is the diiference in lime. Fourteen centuries ago
Irmaarm Ali Said "Do not teach your chitdren the habits of your
time .. they came for a time differnet from yours™,

The second is related to the place. We grew up in lrag 25 a
developing country {Third World) while our children are
growing in the western developed countries, First World.
There are cultural differences between the twe world, and,

whether we fike it or not, there conflicts and alienation betwee
the two generations,

itis natural that we should be proud of our Iragi habits and
heratige, but we should distinguish between what is good and
what is bad of these habits. Unfolunately there are some who
insist on imposing bad habits on their children such viclence
and force in the process of teaching of children .. The
destruction of Man in the execuse of teaching him properly for
his benefit and the benefit of defending Motherland.

We have to respect the regulations of the country we live in.
I particulzarly think that the laws related to chitdren are correct
because they based on love, respect of freedom, democracy
and personal development. Itis important for us to add to this
our posolive heratige without the use of force and inssuits.

At each stage of their development, children have their own
wishes and teporary whims, which ends at the end ot each
stage If parents insist on refusing the child's needs at a
specilic stage, the effect will be detrimental. The child will
maintain finks wiih that stage and the needs he/she was
refused, and will not psychologically leave this stage despite
the physical growth,

Children should not be stopped from playing on the excuse
that playing will stop them from feanring. Learning starts with
games,

Surzanne Muna
Tomarrow'e Challange

For first generation immigrants, travel and integration into a
new ctllure powerfully disturbs their perception of their own
cultural identity, and leaves them with a sense of
displacement and alienation. By bringing people together
community organisations can help alleviate this sense of
isolation and alienation.

agi immigrants in Britain invariably absorb some aspects of
Sritish society. When they leave lraq as refugees, most
accept that in order to survive they must integrate, although
some do resist integration. Whatever stance they adopt, all
inevitably experience some cuitural shift whifst in Britain. The
passage of time alters the towns and cities and communities
of their origins, but it is the fundamental changes in cultural
identity which most resolutely alters the immigranis
relationship to those who stayed behind.

It iz my contention that this sense of displacement can be felt
just as acutely by the second generation of immigrants. The
second generation have a need for support which has been
largely unrecognised and therefore unresolved. The
imbalance must now be redressed, the second generation
will one day represent a significant proportion of the
community. Most families share their heritage and culture
with their chitdren, encouraging them to become familiar with
Iragi history and customs. There are great benefits in
maintaining such finks, yet parents must recognise that
childrers will experience socialisation among British peers,
and will be exposed to two, sometimes opposing or
coniradictory, sefs of attitudes and values.

The second generation fall into two groups. The children of
iragi men who arrived in the 1870s and married British ar
irish women, and the children of more recent arrivals, whose

parents are usually both lragi. Many children within the first
group found it hard fo resolve the copfusion of belonging a

little to each culture, but fully to neither. Some even spent
time in iraq, where they tasted a littie of lraqi culture and
formed ties with their extended families. Then, having made
the transition, they found

themselves having to reverse the process.

Distracted by other problems, parents did not always
appreciate the impact of culture shock on their children.
Many may still live in ignorance - only occasionally does
one glimpse the sometimes devastating effects of these
experiences on those who fived through them Most children
work through the process alone, in silence, and without
support, recognition, or services to help them cope. That
these young adults are nof as closely connected to the ICA
as their parents, is a testament fo their isolation.

The younger members of the second generation are more
likely to have with both parents of Iraqi origin. As they grow,
these children will experience problems similar to those of
the children of mixed marriages, however their problems
may be masked to an even greater extent by not being
children of mixed marriages. Their parents are less likely to
appreciate that a cuftural identity conflict is taking place
within their child, however, the conflict will show itseif at
some point in their lives.

Rather than viewing this situation as wholly negative,
however, | offer the view lhat this sense of displacement
and isolation represents @ common bond and powerful
linking thread between the first and second genration of
immigrants, indeed, the experiences of the first generation
may offer valuable lessons for the second generation. The
first generation felt displacad because a need to integrate
meant that they could no longer lay claim to an exclusively
fraqi identity. They responded by establishing community
organisations through which to offer one another support,
and clearly it worked.

The second generation also feel displaced, yet community
organisations and groups have not yet recognised that the
need for support within the second generalion exists
independently from the heeils-of their parenis. Nor have the
second generation come together as their parents did. They
remain disparate and difficult to serve,

It is surely time to face the challanges posed by the
question of how best to seive the second generation. Their
needs should become an issue for debate among
community members, and a cause for action by the
organisations and groups who seive them.

Israhim Ma'roof
Cultural Contlnuily of twe Ceneratione

In its daily activities and as it swings between integration
and maintaining the Iragi cultural identity, the lraqgi
community, like other similar communities, lives through
various opposing and conflicting probiems.

It is a conflict between the sense that unit a generation
which fived and grew in the West and found and unlimited
scepe in attractive interests, and a generation struggling in
its hold on a number of habits and customs, and can hot
pass it to a generation which dose not see in them the same
attractiveness.

It is natural this will widen the gap which exists even back
home but not to such a depth. Unfortunatly the result of this
struggle is the withring of many delightiul aspects of Iraqi
society. The strength of family ties is giving way to
individualism under-pinned by economic freedom.

it is fair to say that some people have insisted on directing
their children on customs and habits which are more akin to
the parents but does not take into account its adverce
effects because the childran form their daily cultural and
tdealogical cutlook through their interaction. with their
friends and schools. This, undoubtediy, will lead to
contridictions as a result of the nature of societies.

Some have further identified their herafige by fencing it by
religious ideals, closing the doors on any possible meeting
between the culture of parents and the culture of the
children,

The problem is acute and the children have been blamed for
it. Two aspects have emerged, polorisation and extreemism
or negative isolation. 1t is important in our openion to win
the new generation and to activate with them the posetive
aspects of our traqi culfure, without limiting their abiity to
obsorb other cultures. This problem is facing every family
and all wish to understand it. It is therefore our duty, aft of
us to deaf with it.
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Towarde the tenth annivetsery of the

foundation of
the lraqi Community Aseoclation

EVENTS 3¢ ACTIVITIE

Pootry by
Lami’a Abbac Umara

On 23 April 1996 the Iragi poet Lami'a
Abbas Umara read, at the invitation of the
fragi Community Association, some of her
old and recent poetry. Bulend Al-Haidary
presented Lami'a to over 250 ople at the
recently completed Brunei Gallery, SOAS.

The tenth annivercery of the
Iragi Community Aseociation

On the occasion of the tenth anniversery
of the formation of the ltagi Community
Association, the Cultural Commitiee is
preparing of activities ranging from
proforming art, cinema, exhibitions, music
and other cultural activities.

The Cultural Commitlee is also preparing
a course in Uod musical instrument

Cocial Party

The next lraqi Commuintly Association
social party will be held on 17 August 1996
at Acton Town Hali

Iraqi Community Association in

North Eaet
The ICA in the North East will hold its
AGM on Sunday 9 June 1996 at St Mary
Cenlre, Middlesborough 3.00 pm

Al-Sumawi, an academic paper

The poet Azeez Al-Sumawi's collection
“The Blind Rever” Is the subject of a study
by Alex Bellem of Manchester Univerity,
Eastemn Studies.

CCQE and A-Level in Arabic

Foliowlng the success of the courses in
Arable provided last year,  the lraqgi
Community Association is organising
another course to prepare students for the
GCSE and A-Level Arabic Examinations.

For further Infformation Contact Abdul liah
Tawfeeq at the ICA 0181-741 5491 or Dr
Shakeeb on 0181-527 2311 Extension
4311 and 4238,

Mandai Accociation
(onference

The Assoclation of the lragi Mandai
Community held its apnual conference on
26 May 1996 and elected new
Management Committee. Congratulations
and best wishes.

Mudhafer Al-Nawab
and
Ca’adi Al-Hadeethy

A return to Mudhafer Al-Nawab's poetry at
the Royal Geographical Sociely on 22
June 1996 following last year's successful
performance. Mudhafer Al-Nawab and
Sa'adi Al-Hadeethy will read Mudhafer's
poems.

For tickets contact ICA on 0181-542 0050




