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A Cry From An lraqi Child

An Iragi child living in Britain, Sammer Khatlan set a
moving plea to the Prime Minister John Major, to let food and
medicine reach the Iraqgi children who have been facing
sanctions since 1990. Below are both Sammer’s letter and the
reply he received from the Prime Minister’s Correspondence
Secretary.

15 November 1995

Dear Sir,
Please let supplies of food and medicine get to the Iraqi
children. My cousins sit at their desks in their school
with no pencils or papers. Eleven thousand children die
a month from infections, and poor diets.
1 lok forward for your reply.

Yours sincerely

Sammer Khatlan

NIT L

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SW1A 2AA

23 November 1995

Dear Sammer
The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for your
recent letter and to say that your views will be carefully
noted. I am sorry that it is not possible for Mr Major to
reply personally, but as you will appreciate he receives
many thousands of letters each week.
We have passed your letter on to the Department with
responsibility for the subject you raise who will also wish
to be aware of your concerns and have asked them to
reply to the detailed points you raise.

Yours Sincerely,

Mrs J. Guilfoyle

A Coneert for Acylum Aid
A charity concert in support of ASYLUM AID (Registered
Charity) will be held on Saturday, 17 February 1996, 7.30 to
11.30 pm.

The Concert will feature the celebrated Sudanese singer -

Muhamed Wardi with Mustafa El-Sunni and accompanied by
El Neel Band. It will also feature Kurdish Music by Garmain
Band and Iranian music by Behrooz Abbasi and Vida Edalat.
There will be African and Middle Eastern food stalls as well
as raffles.

The Concert will be held at THE CAMDEN CENTRE,
Euston Road (opposite St Pancras Station).

Tickets: £10.00 in advance, £12.00 at the door
Asylum Aid, 244A Upper Street, London N1 1RU. Tel: 0171-359 4026
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The Iragi Community

Neede Ascosement Ctudy

More than 500 filled-in forms of the Needs Assessment
Study have so far been received by the Iragi Community
Association. It is now anticipated that some 1000 forms will
be returned by the end of February. through the field work
and by post. The over-welming response by the Iragi
Community to this study has prompted the Iraqi Community
Association to re-print 1500 additional forms making a total
of 5000 forms. The anticipated returns will represent more
than 20% of the forms destributed.

The Iragi Community Association is collaborating with
more than twelve other iragi organisafions in distributing
and collecting the forins

Iragi Welfare Association

The Arab Club of Britain

Kufa Gallery

The Assyrian Cultural and Advice Centre

Iragi Community Association-Manchester

Al-Kindi Society for Engineers

Iragi Community Association-North East
Association of Iragi Academics

Iragi Women's Centre

Al-Kho’i Centre, Swansea :

Ethnic Minority Advice Service-Glasgow

Iraqi Artists Society

The aim was to distribute the forms to as wide a section of
the Iragi community as possible in order to obtain the
nearest results to the actual distribution, profile, conditions
and needs of the Iragi community. The Needs Assessment
Study was. therefore, widely pupliced through the Iraqi and
Arab press printed in Britain as well as in the other
organisations’ bulletins and the Arab broadcasting station.
Confidentiality was an important consideration in the
design of the questionnaire. No names or addresses were
required and the data would be analysed as schedules, grphs
and charts.

Thanks are due to City Parochial and Caf for their financial
assistance to carry out the Study, and to all the participating
organisations and the voluteers who spent their leisure time
distributing and helping in filling, collecting and processing
the data.

Copies of the forms can be obtained from the ICA office,
Tel: 0181- 741 5491

An Open Letter from Iraqi Al-Amal Accociation

The ICA received an open letter from n, - of people have already been killed or
i : s imed, yet the killing still continu
Noaman Muna, Chairman of Al-Amal S maimed, yet the ng 1nues.
. _—

Asociation describing the conditions inside
Iraq and his observation of the situation in
Iraqi Kurdistan.

The Management Committee of Al-Amal
held its normal meetirg in Arbil on 21 Oct

1996, and this gave members of the HEWA{AMM_\AEED
Committee the opportunity to meet local

members of the Association witness the conditions of the people at
first hand and visit the projects throughout Kurdistan.

The Iraqgi people have suffered greatly over the last twenty years,
Brutal repression has been compounded by additional factors - eight
years of war with Iran, the destruction of the infra-structure and
service installations after the invasion of Kuwait, and in the course
of the last five years, the consequences of international sanctions.

Every aspect of living condition, from health service to education, the
economy, infra-structure and so on has been distroyed and neglected.
The hardship the people are facing is possibly unique in
international experiences.

The biggest tragedy remaiﬁs the loss of life - hundred of thousands

Internal fighting, the mines which clutter
the countryside, lack of medicine and
medical treatment, the spread of diseases

o 4 'S P
L,._..@ LS":I""){CS/ gy d’“ (4= (5’93 - all contribute to the total. Traq is being

drained of its human resources but not

imply by th f death and
CIATIONSMING FACTORY  aisease. Nearty two mition people now

. live outside Iraq. The Iraqi people need,
and must be given, the opportunity and the confidence to
rebuild their country and its society on the proper basis of
respect for human rights.

Iragi Al-Amal was established three years ago as a humanitarian
organisation to provide assistance to the people of Iraq. To that end
Al-Amal has formed its first branch in Iraqi Kurdistan and has
commenced a number of projects including clinics in Arbil and
Sulaymania, a veterinary clinic Kurkuk Province, a sewing
workshop in Sheqlawa, language courses (700 people have already
graduated from these courses), and the construction of a 12-
classroom secondary school in Choman (Under construction),
children’s art workshop and exhibition, book exhibition. The
Association also has in its possession information on more than
500 orphans and will shortly initiate a scheme aimed at facilitating
sponsorship of these children. -

Newsletter .

Cultural Programme
The Iraqi Community Association continues its cultural
activities for the first quarter of 1996 with two events at
the Kufa Gallary, 26 Westbourne Grove, London W2
(Lectures will start at 7.30 pm and will be in Arabic)

8 March 1996
Dr Ali Alshook: Fertility Godesses At The Summerians

5 April 1996
Dr Mahmood Khodier: On Youth and Pastime

A ¢
EED Party

At the end of Muslim fasting month, Ramadan, The
Iragi Community Association will hold its regular Eed
Social Party on 9 March 1996, 8.00pm, at Acton Town
Hall. As it is customary, the Party will include a
programme of performances, songs, dances and Iragi
food.

Booking is through the ICA office Tel: 0181-741 5491

w

Iragi Saturday Club
The ICA Sacial Club open from 6.30 to 11.00pm every
Saturday has prepared a programme of activities for the
next two months. The Club is situated at: ;

Ebury Bridge Club,1 Ebury Bridge Road
London SW1 8PX :

® 17 February 1996: Ramadan Games
® 24 February 1996: Ramadan Games
® 2 March 1996: Children Evening

® 16 March 1996:
@ 23 March 1996:

Ex. Yemen Iraqi Community
Ex. Bulgaria Iragi Community

w

Advance Notice

Iraqi Community Aesociation

Annual Ceneral Meeting
The Nineth Annual General Meeting of the Iragi
Community Association will be held at Hammersmith
Town Hall on 5 May 1995. Further information in next
bulletin

)¢

New Yeare Party, Creat Suyccese
On 16 December 1995 The ICA celebrated the coming
New Year with a social party at Hammersmith Town
Hall. The large auditorium was packed with the Iragi
families and their friends who enjoyed a programme of
Arabic and Kurdish songs and dances. The party did not
finish until 2.00 am.

Y

At The Women Conference in Beijing
At the invitation of the Cultural Committee of the ICA,
Sawsan Al-Berak (Iraq) and Jehan Al-Helo (Palestine)
who attended the International Women’s Conference in
Beijing, China, spoke about their experiences at the
conference. The meeting was held at the Kufa Gallery
on Friday 17th Navember 1995.

In her contribution Al-Berak described the history of the
Iragi Women’s Movement and the formation of the
Iragi Women’s League, and gave a historical
background to the development of the UN initiated
women'’s conferences since the early 70’s.

Al-Helo talked about the importance of the Conference
which was attended by 35.000 women from all over the
world. which could only indicate the increase in
women's awareness. She reiterated that international
problems could not be fully resolved without resolving
the women question.

) ¢



