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Iraqi Community Association

Palingswick House,241 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP

The Iraqi Community Asso-
ctation 1s holding it's Eighth
Annual General Meeting on the
7th of May 1995 (12 pm).
Venue : Hammersmith Town
Eall, King Street, London W6

Sanctions

and Human Rights :
The lragi Experience
This was the title of the confer-
ence held at SOAS on 11th of
March 1993, it was organised
by CARDRI and WAR ON
WANT and was chaired jointly
by Mrs. Ann Clwyd MP chair-
person of CARDRI, Mr.
Giampi Alhadeff from War on
Want and Mr. Shibli Mallat
from CIMEL.
Among the speakers was pro-
fessor Martin Shaw of Hull
University, Dr. Abbas Alnasrawi
of Vermont University and Mrs.
Sarah Graham Brown of the
gulf Information Centre and
Kurdistan Children Society .
Mr. Aziz Itayan, Dr. Muhamad
Alrubae, Dr. Shibli Mallat and
Mrs. Barbra Stepalton of the
International Committee for
Free Iraq took part in the
discutionse
CARDRI will issue a booklet
about the conference, Please,
write to CARDRI, P.O. Box
210 London N16 5PL for a

copy.

f'

Jorking
for the Comm

Sinceit’s establishment, the ICA played animportant roll in serving
the community, it is quite clear for every one, who benefited from
the ICA services, the sincerity and dedication that incorporated its
work It is also obvious that the ICA operates within the frame
work of the British society and deals with official, local and non
official establishments and institutions.

The ICA gained its respectability and credibility through years of
hard work, and continue to improve it’s services to all community,
members.

Yet, it is not possible for the Executive Committee or the small
number of employees in the office to cover every aspect of the
much needed services within Greater London area and its; 32 local
authorities. To achieve high standard of service to the community,
a close working relation should be established with each and every
single local authority in Greater London where there are members
of the Traqi community.

The Executive committee concluded that this can be achieved only
through members of the community themselves, by working
voluntarily with the ICA. For that purpose The Executive commit-
tee agreed on a plan to actively involve members of the commu-
nity in the Association’s charitable work.

To begin with, numbers of letters were ‘sent to members and non-
members of the ICA in Islington and Camden inviting them to a
meeting to discuss ways of achieving better cooperation. Alas,
90% of those who have been invited ignored the invitation and the
meeting failed to materialise, much to the disappointment of the
Executive committee and the meeting organisers.

This showed the degree of isolation enshrining community
members and to what extent they refrain from acting in
support the ICA The ICA is appealing to the community to put
forward suggestions and proposals to overcome this isolation and
\to lend a helping hand in any positive way to support it’s work,/

4 Research and Consuitation A
In order to understand the profile and needs of the community, a
programme of research and consultation is proposed. These activities
are to take place over a period of time with specific aims and an
established agenda for activity. The research will be based on the
"Community Questionnaire”, The ICA is making preparation to con-
Quct this important project. J




The number of asylum applica-
tionsrose47%1in 19941032, 830
from 1993's 22,400. Very sig-
nificant rises were seen in apph-
cations from West Africa, also
applications from Indians, Paki-
stanis and Chinese have in-
creased as have applications
from Eastern Europe. The
number of refugee status grants
made in 1994 rose to 825
against 1993's 510. By far the
largest group was Iraqies(380,
including Kurds). Exceptional
leave to remain fell from 1993's
11,125t0 only 3,660, and refus-
als rose from 5,450 to 13,515,
The full year figures confirm the
extremely high level of refusals
since the Asylum Act.

1994 % of all
full-year decisions
Refugee status 4.6

LR 20.3
Refusals 75.1

A from Exile News lettm;j
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Ronak Shawki presents her
second play based on Sumarian
mythology, the first was the
Epic of Galgamish.

Innana Descends will be played
at Rudolf Steiner House. 35
Park Road, London NWI
6XT, from 18-22 April 1995,

Valuable work is carried out with few resources and groups
‘have to compete for limited funds. Despite the increase in the
number of asylum-seekers there has been very little increase:
in resources available for refugee organisations. Some of the:
better established organisations have been able to get grants,
from bodies such as London Boroughs Grants Unit, Tudor
Trust of City Parochial Foundation. Most groups survwe
because of the efforts of the volunteers. |
The change-over from the Ethnic Minority Grant to the smgic
Regeneration Budget(SRB)is having a considerable impact on
the availability of funds to refugee organisations.

The SRB brings together previous funding programmers

( including City Challenge Training and Enterprise Council,,
Ethnic Minority Grant and parts of Section II) but the amount
of money will be smaller than the total under the previous
schemes.

Under the previous system the section 11 Funding Grant Were
ring-fenced for ethnic minorities which meant the ethnic:
minority including refugees have been able to count on|
support aimed at reducing some of their specific difficulties.
SRB funds are not targeted at under-resourced groups and so
the oppertunity for these groups to play a full role locally in
identifying needs and implementing projects is greatly
reduced.

The positive work already developed through for example,
Ethnic Minority Grant, which was intended to fund languages
provision and training needs of refugees may be lost.
Organisations will have to develop or join partnerships.
among themselves, with TEC’s and local authorities in order
to produce bids to demonstrate a planned program which
includes their needs. Results of the bidding process have
shown that most of the London bids by refugee organisations’
have been unsuccessful. There will be another round of}§
bidding in April. '

from “rasu” the refugee councﬂj
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The Iragi AMAL Society organised, in late February it's first
conference in The Hague - the Netherlands. The conference was
attended by alarge number of delegates from Iraqi Kurdistan, the
Middle East, Canada and Europe.

Since the establishment of the society three years ago, AMAL
executive committee was chaired by the famous Iraqi poet Saddi
Yousif . AMAL secured much needed help to the Kurdish people.
The newly elected executive committee elected, in tern, Mr.

(7.30 pm.})
\. S

NumanMuna, an active member of the FCA, as the new c:ha.irmanJ

\.




