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(" The plight

of lragis
in Russia

After suffering the worst in
their journey out of their coun-
try, Iraqis, in many cases, find
themselves stranded in coun-
tries unable orunwilling to con-
sider them as refugees, some
times they face negligence or
even hostile behavior.

Russia accepts refugees on its
territory, but there are no ad-
equate facilitiesto support them
in the most critical time of their
life. Now, thereare 1500 Iraqis
in Russialooking for ahospita-
bie country to accept them as
refugees, many fear that their
conditions may get even worse
after the rapprochement be-
tween Baghdad and Moscow,
attacks on Iraqis has since
increased. Some say, Russian
authorities are showing more
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Viembers Forum

1t goes without saying that Members Forumis almost as important
as the AGM, were members meet to discuss, assess and evaluate
the activities of the [CA, the only difference isthat a new Executive
Committee (EC) is elected at the AGM.

Unfortunately, despite lengthy preparation, we cannot saythat the
last Members Forum, which was held on December 4, 1994 | had
gathered much attention and interest among members or the
community in general.

We do believe that wide participation would bring new thoughts
and ideas.

Generally the Forum draw positive conclusions from the EC's
report which paid spacial attention to the finances of the ICA.
Other issues were discussed, among which, problems facing
mother tongue schools and the need for more volunteers to
represent the TCA in meeting and various activities in London
Boroughs.

The Forum noticed that the ICA succeeded, to a considerable
degree, in fulfilling its roll as a charity organisation designed
essentially to help the Iragi community in London. The Forum
emphasised on the increasing need for more co-operation and
support from the community to improve the level of services the

hostile attitude towards Iraqis
vag on its territory. y.
Activities

Kufa Gallery

8/3/95 a lecture by Dr. M. Malkia
about Baghdad with illustration.

22/3/95 a lecture by Dr.
Abdulhussain Alhindawi  titled
{Introduction to the Babylonian
philosophy).

5/4/95 alecture by The German
researcher B. Frtintbagh titled
(The Syrian History froma French

prospective).

&CA 1s providing. y
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Asylum applications

The Home Office had received a total of 47,000 asylum application
till the beginning of last year, among which 3750 applicants were
Iraqis. Between 1988 and 1993, 6970 applicants were granted
Refugee Status, including 725 Iraqis were granted Refugee Status
after the Gulf War, which means that 19.3% of Iragi asylum
seckers were granted Refugee Status ,they comprise 10.4% of all
applicants.

In the same period 38480 applicants were granted Exceptional
Leave to Remain (ELR), including 1920 Iraqis.

Despite its recent attempts to respond as quickly as possible to
asylum applications, the Home Office still has many cases waiting
@r a decision for more than four years. y
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ICA activities

The last period saw number of]
social and cultural activities,
among which was a successful
and pleasant New Year's party
on 29/12/94.

An evening with the actress
Zaynab on 14/11/94 proved to
be popular, she talked about her
experience in the Traqi theatre.

On 25/11/94, Dr. Sinan
Alshabibi gave a lecture about
fraq economy.

On 2/12/94, the Iraqi writer
Ibrahem Alharin talked about
his writing and read part of his
latest story.

On 13/1/95, two short films were

The ICA keep very comprehensive statistics on telephone enquir-
ies, and case work. An analysis of these would shed light on how
our resources (labour and time) are being utilised.

In a typical month, we can receive up to 500 telephone enguiries,
in which approximately 23% would be new enquiries. About 50%
of the enquiries deal with immigration, housing, welfare and
education. The time to handle a typical enquiry has been estimated
to take onaverage 18 minutes (+/- 7 minutes), but canon occastons
take up to 45 minutes depending on the context.

Withregardsto casework, matters relating to immigrationtakesup
50% of'the total casework load, usually dealing with families of 3
members on average. A case can range from writing a letter to the
Home Office to dealing with an asylum case which can take up
ereat deal of time.

Matters relating to housing takes up to 20.4% of the casework
load. A case, say rehousing initially takes up two hoursto deal with
the preliminaries, and the follow up can take several days requiring
the use of volunteers. Matters relating to welfare casework
involves helping clients with official forms and so on.

shownas part of an evening with J/
the Iraqi cinema director, Layth . . .
Lhe Iraqi ine M The Iragi Community h
) - .
p = in Britain
] The Iraqi community in Britain has developed considerably
Appointment both in size and structure, over the past twenty years. The
_ ‘ pressures upon immigration groups, and the growth in
Tﬁ:sgji(iigzﬂglsn;y nungbers have clearly intensified the need to find a unifying
) social and cultural identity. The Iragi people embrace a rich
pa:rt. tme diversity of ethnic origins, cultures and religions; Arabs, .
Fundraising Officer Kurds, Assyrins: Muslims, Christians, Jews The’ l;
{20 Hours/week) ’ ' ’ : ey speak:
He/She will be responsible many lla.nguages and have long and colourful history. Both
for fundraising and as individuals and in family groups Traqi refugees have
maintaining contacts with migrated to settle amongst the inhabitants of almost every |
various organisations for town in Britain. |
that purpose The Traqi community united under a single identity reflects :
candidates must read/write a rainbow of colours with many subtleties of hue and
and speak excellent shade, of ideas, visions and perception. There is certainly a
English and have high level of education among members of the Iragi
experience in fundraising. community. a recent survey found that 60% are educated
Please send your CV to above degree level, and 30% have qualified as
the ICA before Doctors/Dentists, Engineers and Academics. The Iraqi
March I, 95. community has understood the need to release the creative,
cultural and intellectual potential that clearly exits within
\_ _J \_the Community today. S




