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7~ ™
Changes in

Access to Housing
for Asylum Seekers

Refugee Advisers Support Unit of the British
Refugee Council published a bulletin to explain
recent changes in access to housing for asylum
seekers.

Untilrecently, asylumseekers, like those granted
Exceptional Leave to remain (ELR) and Refu-
gee Status, were entitled to apply for accommo-
dation under homelessness law, that is , under
part 3 of the 1985 Housing Act. Since the
introduction of the Asylum and Immigration
Appeais Act, those with Refugee Status and
ELR are still entitled to permanent council
accommodation, if they are found to be statuto-
rily homeless, but the right of asylum seekers
have changed. Asylum seekers who applied for
housing under homeless legislation before 26
July 1993 are not affected. Asylum seekers who
applied for housing after that date are affected,
even if their asylum application was made be-
fore this date. Applications from dependants of
asylum seekers will be treated as applications

Continued on page 2

from asylum seekers.
J

“\

( ( zaha Haded )

The media praised the Iragi architect Zaha
Haded for designing the opera house in
Cardiff. She won over 270 other designs
from all over the world. the British papers
said, 1t was an  important and briliant
success for an Iraqi woman.

The executive committee of the ICA send
a message of congratulation to Ms Haded.

4 ™
Charter for

efugee Family
Reunion

1994 was declared the year of the family
by the United Nations. The British Refugee
council has launched a campaign calling on
the British government to implement the
following measures to secure family reun-
ion especially for asylum seekers and those
who where granted Exceptional leave to
remain:

1} An immediate right to family reunion when
granted Exceptional Leave tc Remain, with no
qualifying period.

2) Bureaucratic delay must not be allowed to
impede family reunion which should be achieved
within six months of application.

3) Every effort to be made to enable family
members who have made asylum claim in differ-
ent countries to be united in one country.

4) Where therr claim may be decided together.
Where wider member of the family have previ-
ously lived together in their own country, or
where vulnerable members have been left be-
hind, consideration should be given to enable
them to be reunited in the country of safety.
8) Poverty, as defined bythe "recourse of public
funds" argument, should be no bar to family
unity.

6) Sympathetic consideration to be given to
enabling family members to join unaccompa-
nied refugee childrenfrom overseas. This would
be in line with the spirit of the Children Act
1989.

7) The traimng of Home Office Immigration
and Asylum officials should cover obligations
to children, to family unity and international

. J

Quman rights issues. )




The Kurdish
Experience

The July-August issue of Mid-
dle East Report highlights sev-
eral aspects of the Kurdish ex-
perience.

For many decades now, those
states whose borders include
and divide Kurdistan have al-
ternately tried to ignore, deny,
manipulate and suppress wide
spread Kurdish demands for
political rights. In this, the rul-
ers have enjoved the unstinting
support of their great power
patrons, the broad support of
the majority communities and
often enough some support
among different Kurdish com-
munities and the social strata.
This policies comprise a disas-
trous record that has exacted a
horribie price in blood, treas-
ure, and democratic rights -- of
Arabs, Iranians and Turks as
well as Kurds themselves.
These policies have failed mis-
erably in repressive goals, and
yet they continue as the order
of the day.

Middle Fzast Report documents
the Anfal genocide campaign
against Iragi Kurds, and an in-
depth sociohistorical overview
of Kurdish nationalism and the
struggle to represent Kurdish
identity as played out over the
airwaves of Iraqi and Kurdish

’~ ™

and the prospects after the sanctions

The ICAinvited Dr. Abbas Al-Nasrawito give alecture about the
economic development in Iraq within the last 50 years.

The audience were stunned when presented with statistics show-
ing the extent of deterioration in Iraq economy between 1980-
1993,

Because ofthe Iran-Iraq war, Iraglost a surplus 0f$30-340 billion
in 1980 to debts reaching $150 billion. The worse was the second
Gulf war were Iraq lost through devastating destruction up to
$232 billion. Total damages to the Iraqi economy during the
period 1980-93 15 arcund $596 billion.

Dr. Al-Nasrawi said, that mismanagement and wars have wiped
out 30 years of growth. The GNP in 1960 was $8.7 billion {in
1980 terms) supporting a population of 7 million, while in 1993
it was only $10 billion and supporting a population of 21 million.
Dr. Al-Nasrawi is a professor of economics in the American
university of Vermont. He said, that Traq will need the sum of
$890 billion between 1995-2010 for restructuring and paying
debts and war damages. y

Qelewsmn station. )

4 Y

Autobiography
Extractions
On September 28, Dr.
Mahmood Othman will be talk-
g about events he had wit-
nessed, as part of his autobi-
oghraphy, in Kufa Gallery. The

Changes Continued from pagel

The key changes brought in by the Asylum and Immigration
appeals Act are as follows:

1} an asylum seeker will not be accepted as homeless if "he has
available for his occupation any accommodation, however tem-
porary".

2) "So long as the applicant remains an asylum seeker... any need
of his for accommodation shall be regarded as temporary only”.
3) "Any duty under the homelessness legislation to secure that
accommodation is made available for the applicant's occupation

shall not continue after he
w A M

ceases to be asylum seeker”. Film

4} Local Authorities are em- I i W

powered by the act to make raqi omen

"such enquiries as are neces-

@cture starts at 7.15 pm.

sary" to determine whether
someone is an asylum"

These are the some of the
changes in the housing field,
and many more are planned in
the future.

These may resuit in a harsher
climate for asylum seekers.

On Thursday 22 of September
1994, Channel 4 showed a film
by the Iraqi director Maysoon
Al-Pachachi. The film, sup-
ported by documentary foot-
age, deals with Iraqi women's
agony, struggle and hfe in
exile. Tt included many inter-

s y




