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From:

IRAGQI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Palingswick House,

241 King Street
Hammersmith
London, W6 OLP
Tel: 081-741 5491
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We aim to promote the physical and
psychological well-being of the Iraq
community. Through a process of
identifying and developing the
strengths of our members, and by
fully utitising the available resources,
we aim to serve the needs of the Iraqi
comnunity in London. We are com-
mitted to representing the interests
of the community at all times.
We constantly seek ways to improve
and broaden our range and wish to
ensure maximum accessibility to all.
We recognise that our aims and ob-
jectives can only be achieved with the
help and support of the community
and throughthe involvement of mem-
bers in all the Associations work.
We understand the special needs of|
our community as a result of their
alienation.
There are difficulties within each
family in the community because of
the economic situation, poverty and
unemployment. The need to cope
with a different life style, different
language, different laws and regula-
tion is another source of difficulties.
To have a clear understanding of the
difficulties encountered by the com-
mynity we need to maintain close
direct or indirect contact through
letters, telephones and any other
convenient way.
We can not claim that our modest
resources will enabie us to solve all
the difficulties and problems that the
community will encounter. Yet, un-
derstanding the different aspects of
those difficulties is the first siep to
¢xplain them to the British =
authoritics. Thenwe could

think of practical solutions.

feed back on our work is essential
to improve the level of services we
provide and to do away with any
inconsistencies in ourwork. Itisonly
through the co-operation of all mem-
bers of the community that we will
achieve our objectives in ensuring a

English Supplement No. 23
[ragi Community Association
Palingswick House, 241 King Street, Hammersmith, London W6 9LP
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\hetier life for the Iragi community.

Vast decrease
in number of Asylum seekers
granted refugee status

Statistics show that there is a considerable decrease in number of]
asylum seekers granted exceptional leave to remain in the United
Kingdom; while on the other hand a noticeable increase in number
of asylum seekers who had their applications refused was recorded
m the second half of 1993

A study published by the British Refugee Council based on Home
Office statistics, revealed recently, show that 13,335 decisionsq
regarding asylum applications were made in the first half of 1993,
and only 4,825 decisions were made in the second half of the year;
among which 1285 and 310 were granted refugee status respec-
tively. '

Exceptional leave to remain was granted to 10,075 asylum seekers
in the first half of 1993 comparing with only 1,050 in the second
half, while 1,975 and 3,475 were refused respectivley.

In 1993, Iraqi asylum seekers occupied the 11th grade in number
among all other asylum seekers, 700 Iraqis applied for asylum in
the United kingdom last year comparing with 985 in 1992.

The study show that in 1993 18,170 decisions were made by the
Home Office regarding asylum applications which is almost haif
@e 34,900 decision made in 1992 -

~

[ New legislation

for maternity leaves

From October working woman expecting a child will enjoy 14
week’s maternity leave. A new legislation will be implemented for
the first time in the country. Expecting mother will receive 95%
of her weekly wages for the first six weeks. Afterwards she will
be receiving £52.50 per week for 12 weeks.

To be eligible for the leave, a woman must have spent at least 26
weeks in her job including the fifteenth week prior to childbirth.
Also she should earn at least £56 per week for the year 1993-94
or £57 per week for 1994-1995. '

The working woman is no longer required to stop working by the
sixth week prior to delivery; she could take the leave between the
11th and the last week prior to childbirth.

. J
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The sanctions h
in ICA seminars

The ICA s organising a number
of seminars duning this month.
It will concentrate on the ef-
fects of the UN sanctions on
Irag's economy and health
problems encountered by the
population.

On Saturday 13/8/1994, Dr.
Fatooh Al-Chalabi and repre-
sentatives from Medical Aid
for Iraq will talk about health
conditions in Irag. The venue
will be ICA social club at
Kingsgate Community Centre,
107 Kingsgate Road, London
NW6. Nearest tube station is
West Hampstead.
OnFriday26/8/1994, Dr Abbas
Al-Nasrawi professor of eco-
nomics at Vermont university
will discuss the aspects of Irag
economy. The venue will be
Kufa gallery.

Politicians, iecturers and jour-
nalists will participate in the

The social committee of the ICA is organising a trip for the
families to Henley on Sunday 6/8/1994.

Coaches will depart at 10 am from Baker Street Station {the bus
stop).

Tickets = £4 each.

For reservation call the ICA office on 081 441 5491,

\Seminars Wi
éommittee Against Repressicﬁ

and for democratic Rights in
Iraq

(CARDRI)
Public Meeting
KURDISTAN
A call to all of the factions in
Iraqi kurdistan to unite in
forging democratic structures
and in the respect of human
nghts.

At: CONWAY HALL
RED LION SQUARE, WC1
Nearst tube: Holborn
7 PM Thursday 4th August
Main speaker,

Dr Mahmoud Osman
of the Kurdistan ¥Front , The
Kurdish Socialist Party

%her speakers to be announced

N

4 ™
New mother tongue
school in Ealing

The ICA s preparing toopena
mother tongue schoolin Acton
and Faling,

We are happy to receive appli-
cations from parents who
would like to send their chil-
dren to that school.

\-

( Activities
-Mr. Abdul Ilah Tawfic, responsible for public relation in the
executive committee of the ICA delivered a speech in the general
meeting of the Cultural Society of the Faili Kurds wishing them
€Very SUCCess.

day—to-day Work at the
;e;oﬁce in Hammersmlth

-/

/

-Teachers of the three mother tongue schools of the ICA
organised a trip to Regent’s Park on Saturday 23/7/1994 for the
puplis and their families. The children received gifts and presents.

-The artist Ms Ronak Shawqui, continues her program of training
and lecturing members of the Actor Studio, at Priory Community
Centre near Acton Town Hall, every Thursday at 7 PM.

-The publishing house Zed with the co-operation of CARDRI
has recently released a book titled (iraq after the Gulf War). Ms
Fran Heslitine edited the book with the participation of 18 Iraqi
writer. To celebrate the book's publication, Ms Anne Chwyd MP
opened a reception at the House of Parllament

-The social committee of the ICA has arranged a series of
entertaining evenings at the ICA social club. The first event was
on 30/7/19%4 with the co-operation of Al Sufara band. A stmilar
event will take place on the last Saturday of every month from 8
pm to 11.30 pm. Tragi food and drinks are available. Tickets are
sold at the entrance (= £4 per person).

For more information, please call the ICA office.
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